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[SaA[£ timf )tfteit Jkis^ ^faA ytjSr Rttl 
printed^ an account of it was publifhed in the 
Monthly Rsvibw.i aad,.,ig the covrfe of it, * 
the following remarks were made by the writers 
of thati II^c||rj^/'Jftut>aH TlTk* ©«>ts of 
'* Dr. Tow£R»> as a judicious and candid po* 
** litical writer, are aUea^yiwell known to thc^ 
•* public. His prefcnt performance difcovcrsr 
" the. f^eTaf^rji^ fnd(r ^^htfncd^^^p^ ^ 
^^ liberty, undebafed by any narrow party views- 
*' or attachments; the fame liberal delire of 
" extending to othete, fef every defcriptioOir 
^ that freedom of thoudht, fpeech, and adion^ 
•^ whicK he claims Tor'^himtelf ; t^e laifte en^ 
^* larged, and truly patriotic, love of his country> 
** unaccompanied with any mean wifli to deprefs 
«' ^ iHiiirf; ^q opwm ^ 'Vfr n^g^ljf VPJ.^ t^f 
<' i^nv^' maoil^ QpeObffs: .bf/ieMlmeafiii viwt^iida^ 
^ with any rud&|>«i4^Iitifcs,-i!)rtffflH)Sv6 6l»^ 
*' fures; and the fame perfpicuity bf ftyles 
<« wh>(dii> leaves daAinginfttd bit rftcmwpnb^^ 
^« tions."] Monthly Review for February,t 
1751, VoL IV. of thfe N^w Scrfcsj^ p. 4a6» 
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ON tHE totamtHsemm' Gifjt 



3^MW P A ^JLJAM £,N iT. 



EW ^tt!6^ ^Sr tfe^ h** 
toif df-ftiayStia Imi 
beeirt more iJiffiiigtilflietf 
thahr the Jtdfenti fcy 
great, impo/tafht, att<!itt- 
terefting ^vfetite* Tli^ 
aaoft figttal, and tftef molV uiiexp®9te<i 
seyohidond have- taken place. An ardenf 
A 4 and 
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and cnli^tsmcdzcdXfor the great interefts 

o£ mankind Has been ^xnanifefted. in dif r 

. . • t. ■ ,f 

ferent parts of the globe, and has produced 
the moftialutary.con£bquences. It has been 
i|ifplayed even among thofe, who had long 
been enured to the galling chains of def^ 
potifn^ -and who feemcd to hayc almoft 
totally forgotten their rights as men, and 

their olaims'as citi«efi».:. : ': .1 ^ 

Am6ng thefe events, the late revolution 
in^Fi^nbeis one of-thre moft cojS4)iGUoit6 
and ftriking. The tranfition was fb great^ 
and fo extraorifinaryT^lrom^ch a defpotic 
governing .^,tl^3t "wWfh hadJbng pre- 
vailed in tjiat kingdofxj, , to fo free a obtt- 
i[titution.^;|hat.whicJi is :now eftabliihedi 
^at it could not, but. af reft the attention. 
§f ail, .who were not lYhoHy regardlefs of 
jhe traniafitions of foreign ^ nations, or of 
tile great interefts of mankind. It afibrde^i 
2)^ fublime pleafure to the friends of libertjj^^ 

.; '.'■ ' ' '■ <?r 



C ^ J 

p£ virtu^r of human hzp^dSfXPiSf^-^t 
. g^^t nat;ioiri ihaking ofFits. fetters, ciDmpeK 
ling it9 ruterdto.acknowJbdge the jdft claims 
Qf thCipeojdc, and aflertiag thc.ri^ta.of 
men, in the nobleft and tht falieft ni^nner*. 
. Frpm the high fentiments^ of liberty^ 
which have appeared for fome years ^ft 
ap;iong French writers, there was much rea- 
fpn to hope, that fome change, favourable 
to the people, woujd, by degrees, take placeT 
in the government of France, But no?: 
man expe6;ed fuch a revolution, as that^ 
lyhich has .aftually been effefted, I mvift^ 
at the fame time remark, that, as an Bngr ; 
iiihman, I cannot but feel x:oniiderable plea- ^ 
lure at the reflexion, that fome of the Qnjif-. 
nf nt writers of my own country have greatly, 
contributed to diffufe that fpirit of fteedom^ 
which has lately been exhibited in ^i£r;i 
fereht^parts cdf Europe, as* well as bi\ .jfec^j 
atbcr/ fid9 of thg Atlantic, The French 

nation 
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tiatidil have had: Afe gerierofity to ftckttoW-^ ' 
Iddgcrtisis; an^ much of tiiait Iktftie of &i* 
botyVJ which bis chara£kei^2dd the AmcsrW 
canaofthe prefent age,- was^ ttodolibtedlf 
derived jffoin the ii*oth«-<so«tttryi ari* 
from that light and knowledge, which 
vmrt ^comraunicafiSd tb^ the JKricifli eoTonkJgf 
fro^ die Locres- and the SViDN^y* tff 
£ngta»id. But,i ut^ppily, at a pefibd #hefil' 
Englifh- wrkef s are itluminating the worlds 
«fid eofiptribiMing to its emancipation frotft 
tjrahiiy, nluch df the antient fpirit of "fi*^ 
berty appears in England itfelf fo be evapo-' 
rated, and we feem in this rdpeSt to be 
greatly degenerating from our anceftors* 
A ^kit of court fertility, and an implicit 
coiifid^oce in the miniftcr, without any 
jufb groundi^, l^iye lately become ^ pfcv^ 
leoc, chat there is- too great reafbi to^ ap- 

pvdlefid, that We^ h^Rre k>ft much of that 
- : vigi* 
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tigilance In the fuppoft of pubUc freedoing^ 
which is eflential to its |>refervation. 
' At a period ji when the moft fplehdid 
fcenes have been exhibited in France, and 
the iiobleft fentiments difpUyed ampng 
many of the virtuous and eolightened in- 
habitants of that kingdopiy an Englifhman^ 
fincetely. attached to the honour and, to tho^ 
intereft.Qf his country,, cannot but Jbe in 9r 
very high degree ^ folicitouSji that Great 
Britain tnagr yet continue, to preferye that 
honourable i^ajtipn, whicl;irflie has loQg held 
ainqng the nations pf th^ e^rth; ^nd that 
ihe.^lay ftail^ tU,^ not onlybjf 

her wealth',, her e^teijded, commerce, mi 
he?, Jove ofliteifature, of fi^ience^ and p£ 
artst, but by the freedom of hercpnftitutipn^ 
her averiiorj. to. evefy ipccie^ of tyranny^/ 
and an . unconquerable refolution to allert 
and to maihtBih the rightsof human hatiire* 
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I REJOICE in the freedom of France^ 
I rejoice, that {o great and relpeftable . a 
natioa has recovered its liberties; I hope, 
that they will be confirmed in the fulleft 
manner; and that no witoward events, no 
ficklenefs of the people, nor any iniquitous 
interppfition of foreign powers/, will in any. 
degree impede and retard their complete 
cftablifliment. But I wijQi, at the fame 
time,'that Great Britain may ftill con-, 
tinue free; that its inhabitants may not 
degenerate from the virtues pf their ancef^ 
tors; that our politick conftitutlon may be 
improved ; and that the wifeft arid beft 
meafures may be adopted for the promotion; 
pT the real interefts of the people. 

^T is from reflexiohs and fentimeiits like* 
ttiefe, that I have been led to view, with^ 
fome degree oif folicitude, the Commence- 

.'^ No foreign power had interfered^ at leaft not^. 
openly, when this trsift wjas firft publiflied* 

ment 
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tnent of the Sfevcatecnth Parliament of 
Cifeat- Britain. At the fame timcy J juia 
willing to cherifh the hope, that notwith^ 
ftanding Ibme ftrong fymptoms of political 
degeneracy, which have lately been tooma^ 
nifeft among us, yet that there may ftill be 
found fufficient energy, (pirit, and virtue^ 
among the people and the parliament, not 
only to maintain our antient rights, but to 
reform the defeds in our conftitutioh, and 
ftill farther to advance the freedom, and 
the felicity of our country. 
\ When I view the tranfiiftions of the 
laft parliament, I am very far from finding 
it entitled to that applaufe, which has 
ibmetimes been beflowed upon it ; and it 
will give me great pleafiire, when fufficienft 
widence is afforded to the public, that the 
new reprefentatives of the people have 
more virtue than their predeceflbrs, anc| 
that they are fincerely defirous of doing, 

not 



4K>t maeiy l!leii:^ owA bufihefi^ dti that cf 
tiie mm&j^t^ but the bufioda of thV 
mtioEi, ^nd idvanciiig its iftid ihtereftsu At 
tile ComlxMixceftient of a New BtrHathent^ 
it muft be highly proper for the msmbeh 
of it krknaDj to confickr^ m what mamausr 
tfaey ihall befi perform their d^sty to thcdi: 
cimftitue3(its, and by what imalis tfaejr 
may render the sooft eflential fecvicef to 
their cotintry# It may alfir rialbnab^ 
be prefomedy that fach ef the tixtahcti 
of it a^ are really WeU-^i^fed, and wh4 
cuteitd kstb parliament, not merely for 
their owa pt itater ^gA^, btit for the iervice 
e£ the public^ wilt t^cdsve with cmdoutf 
and with fiicfa attemion a& they msty 
deferve^ any hails time may appear t<y 
be calcalslted for the promotion of thefe 
great sold important ends, frofti wbateyer 
t|aarter they sbay come. 

- I»^ 
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In thp tran&aions of the la^ Paiiia- 
meat, the 4ehate$ and pitceediofs r^li** 
tive to th^ appointment of a REciaroY, 
isiay Ibe confkiered as among the md| 
jKnpoftant. But» in ipeakiog on this fufa^ 
]t&.j I mUft confefiy' that I was one of dio& 
who Wisre IK* fatisficd with the condud 
of either party*. It was too mamfeft, that 
the ot^ed of £he two great leadmg partiek 
f^s much more the acqutihioa^ of power^ 
than any real attadunent to the welfare of 
the Natiffli, or to the' principles of the 
Conft^titot Indeed,^ in the courie of the 
debated coiVGei:Bing the Regen^^ we heani 
inipch Qf the Kuig's pvty^ of the Queen's 
pas^y, ^d of the Prince of Wales's party i 
bulj no. i^Qoa heard any thing of the party of 
the People, ^or were the juft claims of 
Ihe People ever fakly^ fuUyi and ttnequ}¥0«% 
«aUy afibrteiy in either hoofe, duriaig th^r 
QjM^ie 0^ ^e: debates upon the iubje&. 

Of 



" 6f T^u Pitt's qtieftions rel^efiting 4he 
Regency, which were voted by the partial^ 
ment^ that which afletted the right ofpar^ 
liament, ^s the reprefentatives of the people^ 
to appoint a regency, I entirely approved. 
fThe dodlrine, that the prince of Wales wai 
to fucceed of cdurfe to the regency, or that 
the parliament were to be fconfidered mere- 
ly as a court in which his right was to be 
recognized, appeared to me to be totally 
adverfe to all the great principles of the 
conftitutidn. But the appointment of a 
commiilion, under the great feal, to givd 
the royal aflent to a regency bill, I could 
view in no other light than as a miferable 
fiction, invented for the occafion, in order 
to avoid the appearance * of making the 
executive power originate, where it ought 
ever to originate, from the authority of 
the people. The eftablifhment alfo that 
was to have been made, in cafe a regency 

had 
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kad; t^en plac6» was to have been reA- 

^dered^: by the minifter'is plan, unneceflarily 

, expenfive to the nation, and was obvioufly 

, calculated for the maintenance of his own 

influence and power* ^ 

Among the cenfurable tranfa<9dons of 
the laft Parliament, the exorbitant exten- 
^ iion of the bxCisb is entitled to particular 
.attention* It ought to have excited a 
greater national alarm, and n more vigor- 
. ous and general oppofition ^ than were pro* 
duced by it. Without Ipeaking of the a6t 
for expifing wine, which was juftly liable, 
to very ftrong objeftions,. I (hall only ob- 
ferve, that Mr. Pitt's Tobacco Bill was at 
leaft as pernicious, and as unconftitutional, 
as that which had nearly, and very deferv- 
edly, driven Walpole from t^e helm of 
power. It is impoffible for any impartial 
man to read this voluminous aiS, which 
cpnfiib of more than one hundred and* 
Vol. III. B fixty 
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' of which are highly oppreffive, Witfebti^t a 
full coilviiStiori^ that it is ah aflb Which 
ought iieVer to haVt tikcti place iit a free 
country. The advocki^s for fbch laW^ &^ 
th^fe artf apt to tirge, iii thiftir indication, 
the neerflities of the ftate ; but it tloes n6t 
Mtow^ Ihal becaufe nfenfey is ^ah'fed by th? 
. gdvernioient^ that ^ei%j^e IMle r*6;^rd is «o 
bib paid to the pt^ncipk^ of tite coii{lihiti6i:i. 
No mait, Whd will r^e€t coollyahd itiopai- 
tially iipbii the fiabjeiSl, can poffiMy tJoubt, 
but that taxes, atid efficieftt 'ta*es, may be 
Traifed by other ^nd liiiore conftittAioftai 
modes 'of taxitrdti. Butthete will be ati: 
end to the liberties of England, if the peo^ 
pie ftiff^ their riglits to be ttepeatteAly and 
wantoniy invadecF, rtndcr the pretence 'rf 
raifing a revenue. Whatever to^bethe 
wants of government, it is th^ dxxtf of rife 
reprefentatives of ^he pet^le to ^po& 
• >every 



fevcry iiili tl»t is cai<;ulated to ttji4erjhi|itt 
the public liberty^ A§ to th^ laws of ex^ 
cjdfe^ the permsftCflGy of thip mode of taxa- 
tion, whif^h has a tendeflcy to render the 
crowa lt& depeodexit on the parliament ; 
the poWet that it give?* to officers of the 
Crown to enter the hpi^es of men ^t their 
^wn i^leafiirp, aad without any wvrant froni 
a drvH. ntiigiftrate ; tile gre^ ir^ireiih Which 
it tfcd^iis of rev^hUe oiHeer? appi^nte4 
h^ the crown, and &^iti0 binder its ipflu« 
buc4i the deprivation of the {uh\9&y in 
ijwii^ quoia, of the rig^t of trial by jjiiy j 
thefe^ dild various other eircuniftances, ren* 
dfer the exciie hi^ly dahgerous, and very 
incontinent with the ^aiiis of a free jia- 
tion. Incieed, t ^m fully convinced, that 
whenevei* the great kidy of the pe^I^ of 
this «ouiitry ihaU he ftifficiently en%htened 
vipoa the fubje£b» they will %, with a 
firm and decided taa(^^ We will haire no 
B a , farther 
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farthefExtetifioii of theEicifc. Pftrhaps? 
few inftauces have Odcurrtd, iii the hiiSory 
of miriifters and of parliaments, of greater 
minifterial arrogance, and minifterial ob- 
ftinacy, than were exhibited in carryirig the 
late Tobacco BiU' through the two'^houfes^ 
in oppofitioti to the ftrongeft and the fuUeft 
evidence of the ittifchievous tendency of 
the aft, which appears pot only to be highly 
pernicious and dangerous in a conftitu- 
tional light, but manifeftly calculated to 
dimihifli the tobacco trade of the country, 
and eventually to injure the national re* 
venue. 

Independently of the general perni 
clous tendency of the excife, I have ob- 
ferved, both in the laft and preceding Par- 
liaments, that, in framing new revenue 
laws, a proper attention has not been paid 
to the convenience and accommodation of 
the fubjeft, nor fuilicient pains taken ta 

prwent 



prev^a€-fuch laws frcwii' being ihore^ bur* 
thenfome to the pec^- than ndtcflaryv The 
fubje€l has been left too tnuch to the ^r- 
cy of dl6^minifters of the crown, and. was 
not pFOteded/^as-heoaght to havie; .^en, 
by the, national wprefcotativcs. . When a 
new revenue bill was feroug^it inV theiabrih 
cation .of^^t, aiid the ^vf&s of which it .was 
compofed, weri: left too' much to thef^iicre- 
tioh' of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
or ^rhaps to his fecrtftary ; and ;to fibem 
the persons iriterefted c^en found it ixeccf- 
fary to apply, in oftlcfr to ^obtain librae mi* 
tlgation, or alteration,, of any new impofi"- 
tioh: ' B^t the m^rdi^Qts and traders, of 
this'eouhtry have 'not that fecu#ity which 
tli^Iought to have,'if^ when anew kwiis 
fratning, ^\vhich ms^ materially afie^- their 
interefts, . they are obliged to rhav^ (e^- 
courfe^^not to Parliament, or toa Conijpa^t:- 
tee «f.]^4rliamcnti" but to the Chanqeilor of 
B 3 the 
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the Bxshequ^> .WJMnever^ JJI tbft ca&t 

tt i& manifiBft) thit tbt n^^liitiitatiye^ pf 4he 

"pM^Iftidai ndt difcWge tbe»r du^ ID iboH? 

eefiftittiefitK Butt due stidn^Q <>ugkt to 

jeilfc) b6th ^ addttfuflqatiota «iid by ptrUa-; 
i»«Htt Tax<|$ gTO kvbd lor |fae henpe&l of 
'the :cotnictiunity at iarge s ' ^od the;^ ^ghl^ 
to ^ktied in d»t%mah0ef whjch ,^ leaft 
tnntfaqiiQme to the.^l^i^^ The ^i^ that 
imcJIlii^ is to be attoided tQ but the r-eye- 
p^cBif anjid tloit Jotdb i^ggftrd is tQ.bj».{>aid to 
the conirenaaafce rtif the , {^t>pl^t is %a i46ci 
-that r«i ncvf r eiiDer ; !the fe«8d <>f . #^ mi- 
aiftcr of !i tralj igre&t a»d i(ber«l:vim(), 

thi>& ixieafbm«' ^bfi.vfhioh ^fat iS^plauie 
lutt been given toi . dn: ipx<^vi^ CtuH^ceUor 
^f ^ iEKtheqsetc The £ippce0k9ia of 
"ftfwg^ihg W»« certainly a yctj deficaUe 
<ob^6& ; boti do not thi^d^ that the loode 
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by whicl^ \^ w*s e^<5.^* or mmi^^ ^^ 

jui fr$>i^ or4mary ^^^t:3^wps,; tl»f. is -c^r 

^Vf^My ? M tap^ ; an4 *e rcve we rai^4 
i^ it ^£» not a ppmpenlation fijT the eviL 

The im^. «»w?y *py*^ u»#»l?tc% 1^ 

U^tp^ts, the Dait»iilpr pf ^ cxpwa wa8 

syp^^i^ntl/j in ? ipwh gtcatftr degree thaij 
9WM ]^>e affirpvfl4» ^7 tbofc whio M 
^opted cprrca ^4^ of ^ popl^itiition. 
The ^?r of tfep FP^ «iai»vfter is rer 
|i(Mr^4 itp' ,h?:v9 fei4 Jft jthe hs»^ of c^t 
,8^91^ , tl^it tk^r^ w%8 a cert^n ©odc^y in 
that hp\»f€« ^feic^ .fiVi opt cafily fufFer itfelf 
B 4 to 
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to cblitraiiia a Minifter; and I <ibfefVed in 
the iafl: Houfe of commoiis, thkt it feemed' 
to be- ihoxi^hiveryMpropetto Cofniiience ' 
any "bufiriefe of ]:i^1p6kuiice' linlefe %c'tai' ' 
fliffer were {Jreferit/' ' Itideea, tU Wanner 
in which the hottfe dften waited for his' 
appeai-anccj as J'f they* cotild dp ribtliing 
biittiudei- his direaiioii,-' appeared t(/ me to 
be very unfuitable to^- the: dignity of ia Brii 
tifh Houfe of 'Commons; I hope, thjit the 
honour of the houfe, and t)f the hktSon, 
Wflt be toore attended to in the prefent I^r- 
Karfient; arid that* the reprefentatives of the 
pieople'Wiii be* of opinion, ' that they have 
alight; and tHat^it ii theii- dufy^ •<tf"a6 the 
iufinefs of the pUbUc, whethfer.'Fhemihifter 
of the drown thx)ofe!s to be ih his place; or 
not rand that? they will be riiuch inore in- 
clined tb receive the inftruftioijg "of their 
conflituents, than to attend to the'diiSates 
pf the Ghancellor of the Exdiequer. 

One . 



' O^^rVircttncSbticeV-Wiifdi defervfes at- 
tendbh'iii otirjsitc J^ffisiments, and fc$ljbi- 
ally this iiik, is the exteriW of the fefit6tis 
tb fb lAte ifksSoti. of the'year, that the gene- 
rality of the members have wholly quitted 
the bufihefs of the houfc^ long'bd^fbi'd trife 
clbfe of' the feffion," in tif^tx to i^(iSre'tt> 
their feats in the country.'-^ Thie Tfififi'-^f- 
iioii (tf theiaift Parliament "^ was not rlbfefl 
tin the ihhof •July,-aiid^^^^ not till 

the I i'tli^ of Attgtift. • - - Biit 'this extenfioh 'of 
tte feffeoh tb folate 4 jJdridd^, thdUgJtinia 
cQtiftittftkinaV vkfvr it fflay;' urilefe 'iti a 
caTe of real* ettiergeneyi^^'be regarded as a 
ccnfidirablfr ^vil/ isf a great advantage to a 
'miniftiii^Svhowiffieb^ to carry any improper 
bSH^'t^raiighthi^two^f^^^^ As moft df 

the iAdepcfiiient members have then ceafed 
to'giw their, attendance j the minifter^ has 
an* opjibiif^iljty of carrying his nfoft 'tfb- 
noxiotts meafures, in thin houfes, with 

much 
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rf^(^ amp f«^\iiy% thsoK if the H^on 
w£r« pk>{<^ at iXktixJm jpi^nod of^^t^f. 
Tim fc prpbabjyjtbc, real |cattfc/^f tfep f^- 

te beiHig exteodc^/piu: uUo the fumm^^ 
for piherwi|b^ it w,oiild certainj^f b§ iwfg 
irojiycpiojt.ftjr th? rocmbfrs, lujd better f«r 
.^c, jgi»t>lic^ that the P«ffl»iiwi;»t ,ihowW 
4j9bmkle 3t the b^ginwog of No^mb^* 
and thea euti^r.u^on bvi6ne% tjl^a« h^yp 
the iiefliw: c y tPOiiM tp JHy/pF, Awgwft. 
But phceroeo ?vn4 penfiooer* an? qWiged, tp 
,^UpivJ evffj JR the dog-dajs; 9^4 if thre 
fnpre jfl4epen4fSR< n|pn»h»i? an? m * r(ero§&5 
.j)*r;t Rf the ^c^ttfs «r top:fi(r,fr9ai ^ 
^pj«^Eqp«4is. «p, ^IMiad the F^arUi^)^, tl^ 
J^D^nei^ of ^jipiMpi^^wilJ.i^Jl^ejWglfi^- 
^d, whoever flwy .hwjwpc ipf ^bp jkiJJ^iefs 
,<jf j^p pvh^e* t%?; PjttV.iftirft; Xohajwo 
bill was pa^ed. in Ag@)ii, 7^89*! JMfiB4« 
thovgh the fcjl^^, of , P^rlwwept hjiye 
: li^ly bfim icarfie^ io faf iftto ^ikCryi^f io 

little 



little att^aittion ba$>&n{etjpQe^ paj4 to 

|besr«al;interefts <)f the ]^ ti)9Jt the 
people have had reafen to rejoice when the 
Barli^ixie&t broke up; becanfe no additional 
impq^tiQPS could be laid x^n the public^ 
nor any new laws psgOE^d to the ipjuiy of 
the conilitutioa; tiQ' the conimenqeinpnt 
of anx>ther ieffion. 

; Of the various x>bje^9 which ie^m 
profs^r ;to enga^ the; attention of, a new 
ParUainent^ one of the r^ojk ixnpor^^ is,, 

a JLBjFOJtM-Oy THE, REP|lj;&ENTAT4PJ^ 

of tjie; people in the houfe of c9minQnSif 
ftfc.jPkt .once inade ftroQg profeljjipjps/of 
great zeal J^r fechpaicfo^ Bj^l^ thefe 
priifefgofls, v« noM^ Ipjrgotten, and tbij 
zealth^s no longer ^ajr c^^iftpnce, , Indeed, 
the plan of a parliamentary reforn^, .which 
wa$ ^opofcd by Mr. Pitt* never appeared 
to me to be a goodozxe; and thatit.was 
not ib^ I know to have been the opinion 

of 



tit tohyi 4hb^'ftaxi^^thdti^ht ffi«:fi'^fiijbtt 
lli^ Ifebjfea;^ ' Kit ' wb'afevei- tlie ^ lAerks <if 
hi^' ^Hn inight* Be,'- he I4as now' totally 
iib'ah3bned it. When a motion • was* niarfe 
by'Mtr. Flood, in the laft feflioii of the laft 
t^arliiment/ for**^lftave to ^ring "in -a bill 
** t6 ktnend tfie pre^t reprefentaticta t)f 
** the people in the houfe of commons j** 
Mr. Pitt tnanifefted ih extreme diflike to 
anydifcuffibn of the fubjefl:,' arid 'even 
applatided fbtrie of the moft contemptible 
iophlitry' that was' ever ^delivered iii plaflia- 
indttt^' W^^ iir'as' then ' advanced 'WitH 
a * vit\^ * of coiivih^c^irfg irhofe niember^i 
who' 6ox&d 'rio¥'^'difl3nguifli between^- the 
j^fcrfTetf felliacie^^'^ fciupd re^afohmg^ thit 
thiere' ' was nd * ' 6ccifi8n foi: " a^ ifefbrm 
whatever. ' ' " ' \^'--'-'-*- - •" -' '' - ' •\ ' 

* " WiiEN^nTne teiitKs iSf' the pettpfe of this 
bdiintVy hiVe no vtites la the elcftibris of 
ihiitiibers of Parliament, when fo grtat a part 

of 



oF the nation aire ctonftantly taxed Without 
being repreientdJ,, aiid. obliged - t<EJ^: obe/ 
laWs to which they have never' affented, it 
19 in thehfgheft degree abiiird to pretend^ 
that the * repfefentatibn * is not inadequate, 
or that a reform is not neceflary. iStft the 
mhiiftej/ i& at prefent, jt feems, of opinion, 
that it is 'not yet the proper time ; and we 
have abundant 'reafon to helieve, that it 
never will be the proper time, till a great 
part of the people (hall Iwve fpiritarid unf- 
derftanding enough to demand, as their 
undoubted, their unqueftionable right, a 
more juft and equal reprefentation in Par- 
liament Whenever that period (hall ar- 
rive, the minifter, whoevep he be, how- 
ever reluftailtly, will find that it is a pro- 
per time. In the mean while, the friends 
of this great, this important, this neceflfary 
renovation of the conftitution>(hould adopt 
every prober meafure for effectuating fuch 

a re- 
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i r«6t)rmi an<i ihoui^ nwpt k{c figjit of 
this great objed, from a lull coavidioiij 
thai ^refornl ill ParlUtiietit i^ ef&ritial to 
t&e &curlty, and; to the dtdhUfiKd^ht of 
3rkiih freecJoDOi. \]^t bt(i4es a reforin inl 
Che feprefetitatio^^ the fepleiiiiiai iO:^ whic^h 
was driginally i flagraint vidbtion of th^ 
rights of the people^ oug)bt alio tp bfe tC'^ 
pcdlfidp if the eleSLioos of txieoibers ^f 
ParliacDcnt Wei-e m<Nre freqtieiM;, the ienti* 
ments of the people would uodoubtedlj hi 
more attended! td^ both by their rep^'efentatFi 
tives, and by the minifter. 

Among odier yk^tioos of the ptioci* 
pies of the conftitutioiit and of tho& of 
juflice and humaiiuty^ under which a part 
of the people of this country ibmetimes la* 
hour, and which it would he highly pro^ 
per for a new Parliament to take into com* 
iideration^ one iS» the pradice of mpa£ss<» 
mQ SEAMEN/ This alfiKiied power^ in 

it9 



4m dWa m^tt) diid> froiA th« iMnfier iti 
ig^hlck it is txereifed) ift tiOtaUy repogtumt 
to «ytfy idea of ISbefty and j^ftioe} nor 
li^h any ptineii^ <^ natiomd policy t>e 
"afgddt which-, Whefl eitanfiihed, will anM>unt 
m a jo^i^atixm «f thk<6«iTfage oti hukna^ 
)iityi Svk!^, kideedj is the efKHlfiity of thfc 
l^^e, that it Would-, t b<4ieve, befoundy 
if the laatter mre ^ly and &]ly itiirefti* 
piit^ thiA a much gtesat^r ^pt» cf vio- 
lence, ixii)uftice> land oppn^koa, hat« been 
«l£6f-dM ^ti^Mtti Bfiti& lubjej^s, in cott^* 
^^11^6 >of t^ {yi^^ warrants lately iSkmi 
kfy the t^i»E<d^'^ the Adfninlty, t^n faav« 
been iaffij^^ed from the Spaniards by iany 
^je^ of the Bririfii gm^rmnent, in thdCt 
trao&dtJKrtis which have heea «xpedfed tCfc 
give rife to a war between the two nations. 
If thifi be dK fsA, and I beHeve that an 
accuitate examination would dtimonftrate it 
Co be ib, fome other mode of manning our 

navy 
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navy Q]aght furely to be adopted. It hsu 
heeti very diflioiiourable to.pireeeding Pisu;^ 
liameuts, that no more attention was paid 
to thofe plans, which have been propoled 
for manning the fleet, without having re- 
courfe to the violent and unconftitutional 
mode of imprefiing. But J hope, that the 
humanity aod juftice of the prefent Parlia^ 
ment will adopt -proper methods for putting 
a ftop to this moft indefenfible pradice. 
Befides the cruelty with which imprefiing 
is attended, it is well known to be a very 
cxpcnfive fervice to the' nation ; and fromr 
all the information which I have been able to 
colled upon the fubje£t, there is no reafbn 
to doubt, but that methods might be 
adopted, by which the fleet might be bet- 
ter manned, with equal expedition, and 
probably without more expence to the nai- 
tion, than by the prefent pra<3:ice of im- 
prefiing. But if fuch methods fhould be 

found 
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found, more cxp^ve, the cxpence ought 
tp be, fubj?aitte4,tpf? rather than fufFer a. 
|kr^£tice to oontinue^ which is ^n indelible 
reproach to a free country* 

In tHe prefcnfr fituation of Great Britain^ 
oppreiTed \i^ith an imipenfe debt^; and with 
heavy. taxes, alpaoil ^yithout number^ it. 
x;ertainly ihould be one of the prime ob- 
je^ ojF a wife j^nainiftration, carefully to. 
avpi4, all unnec^ry. wars* I do not iDcao, . 
that' the natioi^ ihould be tamely infiiltedy; 
or not affert, on every proper occafion, its 
juft rights; but that wars ihould iiot haftily, 
be engaged jin, for queftions of mere punc-^ 
tilio ; that, in the management of diiputes, 
^ith foreign natiqns, fbme moderation ^ 
ihould be obferved; and that no alliances 
ihould be entered into, in Germany or elfe-. 
where, that have a natural tendency to in- . 
volve us iti a continental wan In this view, 
I confider the l^tjc Pruifiatii treaty as in a 
■ V0L.IIL C very 



very high iegue reptetteMAc*' 'In' iftlfe-' 
treaty of defeniive dflyicf 'txt^i^ thfe 
King of Great Britaiii- aiiii'the lOng 6? 
Pruffia, concluded at B^eriift-'oh the 'i3ftli df 
Aiiguft,: iytt, srd tie foflbwJhg ftipiifa- 
tioris : * Thef'f^d high cbHfriaiiig pJirtttS ' 

• • Ihatt af^yg i^ 'in cbttefert^ for ttitf iriiditr-"^ 

• tenarrCEf of peacfe artd'trinqtliMi^r' atiij^ 

* in cafe either of thcm-^otfld' bfe thrt^- '■. 
« tened With a hof^Se attabk By anffwiwef' 
« ■ tiy^hafeve*, the othe^ ftk^ tttt^Hyi With-*^ 

* dut deky, his fitt»ft- effitdwosi gwoS'-bf-' 

♦ fiees fbi* pfeventiflg hoftilitiesi fop'f^'-'. 

* curing latiisfa^ioin to. the irtjtrdt pcirty/ 

* and for* etfe^ing an aecomtftdddtiod ftt' 

• a coriciiiatofy manner. Hut ifthjefe god«i'' 
« offices (feduld liot h'ivie fbe defir6(! ede^;^ 

* ifl the fpacc^'of two mbirths, and eith'ei'* 

• of the two high caitfa^g parties fhdtild- 

♦ be hbftilily attacked, riiolefted, or 6i!C' 
?■ turbed, in "any at his doininidns, rights,' 
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^^ f|E^IefCo09y of kitere^^ or miAy tAmi* 
^ ftor wlwletfer^ by &ar or by kdd^ by arij^ 
*^ Kiiroptoi pow^/* tte other contrafi*^ 
^ iBg' party tiigageS^ to fucttour bis aU/^ 
^ withovt dcfky*, i^ brdeif to maintaifi each 
^ other re^roe^lly:: ^^ in thcf pdOlefiioa of 
**, aH the domimonsi territories, towfis/ 
•* arid pieces; whkhjMofi^od to thetn 
'^* bi^d the conbcMaidtanent of. Ibch hoi^ 
" fil^ieft^^* It ^«iMj perhaps^ not be very 
^fy fb GiSfltrive al treaty y tihat Ihonld be 
b6^4g* calculated to fayolve Great Britain 
i« dti tftsneceflary war, thdn that in which 
t^fe (ti^ktiot^. are contained. What caii 
• Prtlflid^ d)o for £ngland, ibat can he any 
<aMiipenfeliob for thtf Hazard of beinig em- 
broiled in a war, whenever any of the ter- 
ritoriesf* of the king of Pruffia, fa fur- 
loufiidedy and fbme of which have beeb ob« 
tatodd by fuch queftionable means', ibill 
be attacked by any foreign powe«^ ? That a 
i C a nation 
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fifttioii' like that ef England,' ib well able bjr 
its own 'ftrength ta defend all its own pof* 
feffions^'^nd fo dififeremly fituated from the 
kingdom of Pruffia^ (ho»ld have pfttieiitly 
atfd fileftlly acquifcfccd in filch a^ treaty, as 
that condtided at iBferiin in 1788^ is truly 
aftonifliing* A ^clofe connexion with ^a mi- 
litary ^d a defpotic monarch, like ithat df 
Pruffia, {q cii-cumftanced as tO: be always 
in danger of a war, cannot be beneficial to 
a commercial nation like Great (Britain, 
which has little real occafion to ijiterfere 
in any of the diiputaes upon the continent. 
Indeed, no treaty concluded, with Pfufiia 
has ever been beneficial to Great .Britain ; 
nor do I believe that any fiich treaty ever 
will be beneficial. , . , 

The real motive for cohcluding the 

Pruffian treaty, befides a view to fupport 

the late meafures refp«<9:ing Holland, fecnis 

tQ have been an attention to thepr^ferva- 

.. tion 
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tion of the jeleaoratc of Hanover ; which, 
if a war fliould take place, may pebbly be 
attacked; and which a king of Pruffia, if 
his own dominions are not in too much 
daiiger, may have ijt in his powei; to defend* 
The electorate of Hanover has been con*, 
iidered, in fome degree, as the private pa-, 
trimony of the King; and, therefore, Brir. 
tiih minifters have found it t^neficial to 
themfelves, and that it ti^nded to keep them, 
in favour, arid in power, to pay k particu- 
lar attention to the real or fiippofed in-? 
terefts of that eledorate, in order to gra- 
tify the private views or attachments of 
their rpyal maAen 

Something of this kind was forefeen 
ajs probable, before the acceffion of the pre- 
fent family ; and, therefore, in an aft 
paffed in the twelfth year of the reign of 
king William, entitled, " Aii ad for the 
^* farther limitation of the crown, and bet* 
C 3 ^' tcr 
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ter fecurlng the rights and liberties of the 
fobjea," is rile following daufe : " That 
** in cafe the crown and imlperial dignity of 
*' this realm (hall hereafter come to any 
" perfon, not being a native of the king* 
** dom of England, this nation be not 
** obliged to engage in any wj^r for the 
** defence of any dominions or territories 
••which do not belong to the crown' of 
*• England, without the confent of parlia- 
" nient*/' By tlic fpirit of this aft it 
Ivas undoubtedly intended, that if the Elec- 
tor of Hanover fliould focceed to the throne 
of England, no treaties fliould be entered 
into with a view to the fafety of any of the 
dominions of the King, as Elector of Ha- 
nover, which might eventually involve 
England in an unneceflary war. But not- 
withftanding this a£t, treaties have been 
repeatedly made, fince the accefiion of the 

• Qiy's Edition of the Statutes, Vol. II. p. 355* 

prefent 
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pjieient iG^Uy^with a wkw to the diejo 
tmMP Qf ife»pver^:whi<:h havc;been exi- 
tf^tmly p6f93icM>os >i)4 ^xpi^ifive to this 

^ . ^ Tvfi iate IcifLg of Pruiffia, who had hinir 
j(e|f f^^ived enormous £iDa& from^S^pgUnd^ 
under l^e deji^mi^fttipn of iubiidies, UkfiS 
aoiticpi in ^one of the pre&ces to his ^' Hif^ 
*^ teire de moo Temps," of the profofiow 
9$rkh which £agU(h guinefts had been fquaa;- 
fj^rpd i» foutwefital coiincxioJW ' ; and hp 
ftfleria, i^ another place, that his uncle^ 
iCn^rge IJ. ** governed England according 
«^o«J>einter«ftsof hisElea»rateV* Count 
Algarotti alio, Ipeaking of that prince, (ays^ 
** Whitt the ^Mxg has moft jat heart is cer- 

^ Tbis prrface 'wvs p«bli(hed m tke MtMOlAt 

iro]F?l .9P9i)^niy ^ 3erMo, on. the 25th pf Jaauary^i • 

1787, and printed in that city the fame year. 

^ Oeuvxcii Po(3ttuiaifi$9 toKn. L p. 4^. edit, fieriini 

1788. 
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. ^* tairtly his decorate of Hanover. Thtt 
** is the compafs that has uhiformly guided 
*^ the wars of England, fince the elevation 
** of the Houfe of Brunfwick to the^ throne 
*^ of that kingdom; and the prefervation 
** of this electorate will still continue 
** to be the ruling principle ^'* It ^ouM 
have been better for this country, and pro- 
bably better fbr the eleftorate of tlahovet, 
if, on the acceiSbn of George I. to the 
throne of England, the eledorate had been 
refigned to one of the younger branches of 
the family. A ftipulation pf this kind 
would have been highly proper in the afit 
of fettlemeht. 

In juftification of the late PruiEan treaty, 
the prefervatibn of the b^ance . of power 
in Europe will probably be urged. But I 
confefs, that to me this appears to be no-* 

' Letters Military and Political, p. ibi. fecond 

edit, 

thing 
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t hi ng bu|; a mere pretence; thougfal it is not 
to be wondered at, that the: fabricators of 
fiich la treaty fhould have recourfe to fiich 
a pretence, when nothing more folid cai^ 
be alleged in its juftification. T?he balance 
of Ebrope k often a popular topic; but 
much that is iaid upon this fubje£): is veiy 
little founded upon any due confideration 
of the real ftate of things. The ftate of 
Europe is. fb much changed from what it 
was fome years fince, that reafonings rela- 
tive to the balance of Europe, which might 
have , fome weight fifty years ago, are now 
totally. mappUcabk. The : pfefent king of 
Sweden 'has pubJiflied a book, in which he 
has endeavoured to (hew, that the political, 
balance of Europe is in great danger from 
the power of Ruffia ; he has fince concluded 
a treaty with the Emprefs of Ruffia ; and 
will probably now employ his induftry in 
fettling the balance of Europe, with as 

much 
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fhtidi jutUce ina impartiality, 'as lie hat 
already iktled the Mfeerties of his twvn &ik* 
je6b ^ Thelate king ^iWm^ ia a letter 
to the mar<|u4s P'Argens, ^f^»ric$ jof the ha^: 
lance of Europe in terisis pf ridicule ; aivi 
ek^rvesj that ^^ of this xil&rderiy balasido 
^ Mr; Pitt (lord Chatham) had not • heoei 
^♦^ abk to find the centre of gravity ^" Ini-: 
iieed, the afiairs «£ Europe laife now ib xirt^^ 
cumftanced, thaik is difficult for the ai^^utefi 
politician to det^tmine, on what fide the 
baljtnce is likdy to preponderate. -Thuir 
however, we may certainly determine, that 
a nation de^y involved in debt, and iburjr 

• When this traft was firft publiflied, the king of 
Sweden above referred to, Guftavus the Third, was 
K^ng. By the moft yn}u(li£able ptASdce^^hc ^ovec-^ 
tkirafid the Swi^difli CPoftitnti^iij w:h|dh ^e k^in 4^ , 
iiacA folenjn Qia^^&r fwom tp d^end, and eftabliibed 
a|;ovemn)ent nearly deljpotic. In 1792, he wass^f* 
faflins^ted. ' , 

^ Ocuvrcs Pofthumc^s, tono^ X. p. 316. 

thened 



diened with heavy taxes, as Great Britain 
now is, Should engage in no war to vi4iieh 
it is not compelled by neceflity, or in any 
cafes but thofe in which its iiHerefts are 
very eflentaally concerned. 

As war -may p&ly be coniider^d ^s on* 
of thegreateft of human calamities, k mnft 
be highly rational for any nation ferionfly 
to conlider, before the commencement of 
^ hoftiKties, whether they have a flifficient 
. reafon to engage in war, whether their 
caufe be founded upon juftice, and whe- 
ther they are likely to gain any important 
advantages, if the conteft be finally decided 
in their favour. But, unfortoinately, th<^ 
to whom it is chiefly left to determine^ 
whether a war ihall, or (hall not take 
place, are the leaft foff^rers by it ; and, 
perhaps, even derive froip it a conliderable 
additional degr(^ of power and mfiuence. 
This oonfideration may lead a ^cuiative 

man 
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njan fbmetimes to inquire, whcthpr tb© 
power f)( making, war and peace bp not 
too great and important in its nature^ to be 
fo much confided' tp the difcretion o£ the 
minifter, and fo entirely at the pleafure of 
the crown. It isi indeed, underftood, that ' 
the^ power which the Parliament pofflbfies 
of withholding fupplies is a fufiicient check 
upon the minifters, and upon the crown; 
but it (hould'be remembered, that if war be 
declared, the nation is cpnmiitted; an4 
though the parliament may withhold fup- 
plies, it may be fcarcely poffible to return 
to peace, and yet preferve the honour of 
the nation. Indeed, the truth is, that not 
only jiiiiaifters of ftate, but the people of 
this country, have long been too fpnd of 
war. . Many individuals derive advantage 
from.it; but the great body of the people 
muft always be lufFerers by it ; and it is 
aftbnifliin^ that a i»tion, fo overwhelmed 
: with 
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with debts and taxes;: ihiwld notihtimotc 
convinced of the pernicapus cohijbqdence& 
of war, that they ihould not be more 
deeply ienfible of the calamities with which 
it is attended^ and beric&JforwianLtki.en- 
^geinit*,; .:. :. : J -::.;. 7 
. Owa grea:t evil which attends the poWer 
of maki^^gwar and,pe^cje, and conckf ding 
treaties, being wholly vefted in the mini-r 
^n of . the crown, is,, that wars may; be 
cpmfQ^nced, and treal;i€Si5 , concl\;i4ed»> pii 
i^xims very inconfiftent with the geijiius 
of a. .free people, and on . principles totally 
repugnant to the real interefts of the. nation* 
1% muft be very unnatijr4 in the inhabitants 
of a country, who have dift;ingvii(hed tjfeiem- 
felves by their ardent love of liberty,'; to 
engage in: any war? to ^jppipel, another na- 
tion to an implicit fubtniflion to the autho^ 
rity of their prince i,(Ki foycrejgn, and to 
0QUtttenw*ce pr c€i?iclH4^:8!iny ^ tr^^ies of 

which 
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60fififte&t v^kh ^e Wiih0ft^diid the iat<ffeft» 

getnudi tb-njxer!vle^e«f tSiA couit'-)^'Bl%IittMiU 
It would certainly be more &fe, hdiidurabtey 
M^ ^^fieslgedtte to tfare hadodr &ai'no 
#^gi2la!r W^ fh«>ul<dbepomMeii!eei$^ noT^tiy 
ti««afy 6ohcl6dfed, fcfut by th6 autheHty df 
^arlfeiiSfettt. A power liiigfat be gr^ed ^ 
iKfe Qmwtty df eiilplbyiiig the fbrcc^df «Iid 
iMitioJi in its defttice, in cafe of ztif vHt^ 
iii«ididfc<Ji-hoftHe ittack ; though n«tKef the. 
i*liii}fteie- nof tte douticil, wfefe^ iAVdIetf 
t^Ifch thd pb^d^ 6f ifftfrng i formal <liidjl- 
ritibiiii oif war, iHiite^ hy the fiAwftidfi iadd 
atithbirity of parfiathent. 

Much credit hs& bfecM gives to the prw- 
i&St' chaneellof of ilie excheqtfer for hia 
<f<indu€t r^d^e^liAg MbU^tid; biity as k ap-* 
f@ar£ to t«te, ^i^VerjF tittle re^Ot. I medft 

not 
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ifttt' hate t» mat \et&wtt^\mdiC6^aiSm 
d£ die' M^&i htit i (hi^tsAc tht VSbettf 
of dbfervklg-, thit iiis tAfiifiinhAy'ih. wHi^ 
t l2iui# I iHA- tidt lingular j t^iA -die coftduat 

di^trteij be^feen the tepuMi^^ or a gre<d 
pm ^ tii^ it^iiblk. and tke ibddnblderv 
HhA tydtmsXf fttijttft and indefet^bk ; aad: 

Befettf imjifeliiitf; Tliei« ans dpkiiojBg ^icH> 
clitatkti%!i^ k^€f, and whi^ evdfi , 6eil3i$tif9 
pd{»a^, 4iid Whk:h^^Ji^r4(Qi^a{^#E^ie«)[^ 
abttfldMfed : fueh, I t^flfcr Will be ^Cttt: 
event, fe(pe£Hng thofe- j^tv^oofable filitt^ 
ine»t» v(4iich have been edtevtaitieid fajT 
many, of thaSt mode- of interference ivhkilv 
vra? adopted by Great Britahi^,- in ^M^ 
putes that fdbflfted between a eo'nfiderable- 
^art of £bd Dttleh natk^ aiid tb« ftadt^ 
koMpr. 

■Tiuiae.t 
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, , That therei jWere great 4^feiSl:s in; tibe- 
cqoftitution of the Du^ch gqv^romeijt^ jT. 
ne^dily admit; the goyernment of thcr rcr. 
public of HoUan4 was too ariftocr*ticat ;\ 
b^ii ri^gui^r dj^d pro{>er mpalurescWfre taldiig . 
by^ the Dutch patriots : for the improvef•^ 
rae|it of their jOpnititutiqn ; and the benefi- 
cial effe£te of thefe meaiiires have becQ. 
prc;veiited by the interference -of Pruflja.aiad 
of Gi;eat Britain. Freedon[i.:i$ not ;?iow 
Ciyf^ed: in Hclktid- That the jiberties of 
the Dutch nation ihould, in any de^ee, 
have been Ieilei3ie4f - by the interpofition, 
or::tHe affiftancei qC Qreat Bfitain,: Iqon- 
iider;as highly, diihpnorable to my coun- 
try, ; But,, that this is the fad, will be 
doubted by no. man, who (hall impartially 
inveftigate the fvibjed. Whatever might 
have. been the errors, whatever the incoa-^ 
fluencies in the conftitution of Holland^ 
the dtfputes reipeding the internal govern- 
ment 



C 49 1 

ment of that republic ihould not have beea 
adjufted by Pruffian. troops ; and no inter- 
pofition in this cafe could have. been ho- 
nourable to Great Britain, but that which 
fhould have given the Dutch nation a fiiir 
and full opportunity of eftablifliing that 
mode t)f goteramoit, which was thought 
by thenafelves to. be moft conducive to their 
real interefts. 

It has been fuppofed by many,, that 
miajeims of policy were a iiifEcient apology 
for our ' condu6: refpe6(ing Hollnnd. But 
no niaxims of policy can juilify tranfa^ions 
that are flagrantly unjufl ; and I believe that 
the interafb of nations, as well as of indi- 
vidual would eventually be beft promoted 
byaii adherence to the rule? of juftice. 
Whateveir ngtay be the politics of the fladt- ' 
holder^s court; whatever may be the private 
attachments of the prince of Oratige and the 
king of England^ from their conianguinity ; 

Vol. III. D there 
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th6re is no realbn to: believe^ that atiy 
friendihip is eftabliihed between the Britiih 
and the Dutch nations; and^ if a war^ 
fhould take place, wc fliall probably derive 
little efFediual affiftance from th« otovy of 
Holland* •> 

As the foreign politics of Mn Pitt ^. 
not appear to be entitled to much com- 
mendation, neither do I think that be has 
any juft claim to applaufe for his condu^ 
re4>eding the internal government of this 
country. His adminiflration has, indeed, 
been very £iv from being favourable ta the . 
interefts of public liberty ; and on various 
occaiions he has evinced, that he has Jsttlo 
attachment to its principles,. Wheii ^ mo- 
tioii was made, by IVfh Powb, in 1786, in • 
behalf of the inhabitants of Qnebec, for 
leave to bring in a bill to amend the Que- 
bec a^, and to render the government of 
that colony more confonant tb the principles^ 

of 
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bJT the SngHiih con(lil!ution^ the moti6h Wad 
ttrentibufly cippofed by Mr. Pitt. But the 
feme yeai- d hew and vefy pernicious daufe 
being introduced into the mutiny-bill, by 
Which a- .greater nuiafibet' of perfons than 
formerly wfere^fobjei^ed to tnilitary laW^ 
ttiat claiife found in Mi'*' Pitt a defender, 
and was accordingly fcarried* Thfe elo^ 
quence of the chancelJor of the extheque* 
was alio Very flsealoufly employed, in 1 787, 
in iupport of. the bill fo^ farming the tax 
on port horfes% which Was accordingly 
pafied into a law^ though' extremely ad* 
verfe to the principles of the Englifli con- 
ftitution* 

When a bill was brotight into parlia- 
ment by Mr. Marfham, " for fecuring the 
** freedom of eledion, by excluding per- 
*^ fons holding places in the navy and the 

• D^brett's Parliamentary Regifter, vol. XXII. 
p. 190, 191, 19S. 

D 2 ^^ ordnance 
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•* ordnance froni voting for members of 
" parliament," it waa very vehemently op* 
pofed by Mr. Pitt, wjio was of opinion, that 
though the influence of the ctown> before 
he came into power, was too great, and 
had been very pro|>erly diminiihjedj, yet. ths^t 
there was now np OQcaiion for any freih 
diminution. The influence now^ we may 
prefume, had palTed into vei^y gpod and 
£ife hands, ^nd there could beno reafba 
for a^y farther doubt or diftruft iUpon the 
fubjea* It was ill- 1786, that. Mn Pitt 
brought in his bill foe fubje£feing wine, to 
the laws of e^^cife t , ai^d on that occasion h^ 
oppofed a motion which was made by Mr* 
Beaufoy^ . and which wo^ld Ijiaye rendered 
the ^<St. fomewhat Ifjfs. peniicigtis, *s* for 
** giving to the fubjpft, in all pai^s of aa 
^^ information exhibite4 in pujriiiance of 
•♦ the biU, an. optional right of being tried 

b7 
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^^ by a jury of his peers '/* But this would 
have been too great a compliment to the 
principles of lil^rty, and to the fpirit of thp 
conftitution. The arguments employed by 
Mr. Pitt againft the claufe were ren;iarkably 
fophiilical ; but the houfe were too com- 
plaiiant to coniider any arguments of the 
minifler in that light, and the claufe was 
accordingly rejefted. i 

That the prefent chancellor of the ex- 
chequer pofleiTes eminent abiUties cannot 
reafonably be queftioned; but that thefe 
abilities have been employed for the benefit 
of his country^ I can perceive no evidence. 
The bulk o£ mankind are too apt to be de- 
ceived by fpecious appearances. A man 
may have acquired a habit of fpeaking 
plaufibly, and even eloquently in parlia- 
ment, and be able to defend his meafures 

« Dcbrett's Pnrliamentary Regiftcr, vol. XX. p. 335* 

D 3 with 



with dexterity, ^nd yet be a very hjwJ ilfli- 
niftcr of ftate. It might have been a cir- 
cumftarice fortunate for Mr.. Pitt^ future; 
reputation, and probably mijch haj^ier for 
his country, if he had continued longer put 
of office, and had had time to acquire a 
more corred knowledge of the princifrfe« 
of the Englifh conftitution, and a mor^ 
fincere attachment to it, than K^ appears' 
hitherto to have attained. He ha^ fbme of 
the faults of his illuftrious father, but I do 
not find that he poffefles his virtues. Her 
has (hevyn the fam6 inclination to be ip of- 
fice, and the larde zeal for Gerinan conti- ' 
nental connexions, when that zeal was fa- 
vourable to a continuance in power; but 
we feek in vain for that energetic elo- 
quence, for that generous enthufiafin, in 
fupport of the rights of men, which were 
jrepeatedly diiplayed by the earl of Chatham. 
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The great and imj^cit confidence, which 
a confiderable part of the nation feem, for 
ibme time paft, to have had in Mr. Pitt^ 
appears to me to have been totally deftitute 
ofany folid foundati<Hi. In £tying this, I 
do not mean to fpeak the language of any 
particular party ; I am of no party, I never 
was of any party, but that of Freedom^ 
smd of my Country. But I think, that 
there has been much national detiifion, fb 
far as it has been national, in the almoft 
unbounded confidence that has been placed 
in the prefent chancellor of the exchequer. 
Several circumftances, however, have great* 
ly contributed to this partiality in his favour* 
He derived no inconfiderable degree of luftre 
from the Iplendour of his fether^s charac- 
ter; and he appeared in parliament, at an 
early age, with great advantage. • Before 
he came into power, he alfo exhibited very 
patriotic ientiments ; and when he entered 
D 4 into 
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into office, an high degree of credit was 
given him on account of his youth, and the 
fupppfed purity of his intentions ; though 
that ipecies of faith, it may he prefumed, 
is now confiderably. leflened. It was, in- 
deed, certainly not natural tp expe£t, in 
ib young a man as Mr. Pitt, all the art and 
duplicity, of an old and a pradifcd minifter. 
But his inexperienced youth was not with- 
out great and important affiftance. In the 
fcience of minifterial management, and mi* 
nifterial manoeuvres, he has undoubtedly 
derived very fignal advantages from the fa- 
gacious counfels of his tried and approved 
friends, Mr. Charles Jenkinfon, now Iprd 
Hawkefbury, and Mr. Henry Dundas, two 
gentlemen whofe political talents and me- 
rits have been long well known to the 
public. 

.Much has been faid relative to the pro- 
sperous ftate, in which the nation is fup- 

pofed 
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pokd to have been during the adminiftra* 
tion of Mr. Pitt. But it was not fofficiently 
coniidered, that this has been chiefly the 
cpnfequence of the change from wair to 
peace, which, hy occafioning an immenfe 
alteration in the public expences, muft ne- 
ceflarily greatly improve the fituation of 
the nation : and this would naturally have 
been the cafe, whoever had been minifter. 
In truth, the fafk appears to be, that what- 
ever pro^erous circumftances the nation 
may be now, in, are the refiilt of the tran- 
fition from war to peace, of the adivity 
and induftry of the people, the energy of 
the Engliih charafter, the fertility of our 
foil, our extenfive commerce, our great 
national rcfources, and the general excel- 
lency of our laws and conftitution ; and are, 
fo far as \ can difcern, derived in no man- 
ner whatever from any meafures that have 
originated in the wifdom, or in the virtue 

of 
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of Mr, Pittt And as to his views and con* 
dvidi reading general freedom, the terras 
in which he has fpokon of the French revo- 
lution, his enormous extenfion of the^ ex* 
cife, his manner of treating the late mo- 
tion for a reform in the reprefentation of 
the people in the houfe of commons, to- 
gether with the fentiments expreflcd by him 
on the application to parliament for a re- 
peal of the Teft and Corporation, a^s, ap- 
pear to me to afford, when united, evi* 
dcncc of too dccifive a nature, that he is 
not a fincere friend to the interefts either 
of civil or of religious liberty ; and that he 
is not a minifter in whom the people, in any 
great queftion refpedking the rights of men, 
can place any rational dependance "**. 

Besides 

*• Whatever doubts relative to Mr. Pitt might be 
entertained, at the time when this trad was firft pub- 
liflied, ALL DOUBTS refpe6Ung his views, his cha* 
rader, his principles, and his condu£l, as a minifter 

of 



[ 59 ] 

Besides the circumftsmce? that I have 
- akeady mentioned, which have been favour- 
able to Mr. Pitt*s reputation, fome other 
incidents, in which he had no concern 
whatever, have accidentally been thd means 
. of leading many perlbns to have an unrea- 
ibnable confidence in his adminiftration. 
The revolution in France, and the com- 
motions in Holland and in Flanders, natu- 
ral^ induced many foreigners to place large 
fums in the English funds ; and thus thefe 
events greatly contributed to raife the price 
of ftocks. Thefe tranfadions were cer- 
tsunly not brought about by Mr. Pitt, nor 
had he the leaft merit in them; but they 
had a great tendency towards railing his re- 
putation dmong the ftockholders. It is, 
indeed, one of the great evils attendant on 

of ftate, ARE NOW COMPLETELY REMOVED. Thc 

charader of Mr. Pitt, as a minifter of ftate, is now 
no more equivocal than that of the Earl of Strafford. 

the 
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the national debt, that it caufes a confider- 
able number of perfons. in this country to 
be inclined to iiipport any.minifter, how- 
ever cenfurable and unconftitutional may 
be his meafures, if they fiippofe them cal- 
culated to keep up the price of flocks^ and 
• to fecure, though only for a fliort time, 
, the advantages which they conceive them- 
felves to derive from the fimd$. 

The national revenue has lately been 
repeatedly reprefented to be in a fbte highly 
profperous, and the merit of this has been 
chiefly attributed to the meafures of Mr. 
Pitt. How far the national revenue is in 
a profperous (late, I ihall not take upon 
me to decide; but I muft obferve, that, 
confidering the greajt number of new taxes 
that have been laid, in a time of peace, it 
can be no wonder, that the public revenue 
(hould be, at leaft apparently, in a fituation 
ibmewhat profperous. But if the revenue 

be 
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be incre^d, the people muft l^ave fcvercly 
felt fuch numerous and oppreffive taxes ; 
and every augmentation of immediate re- 
venue ; l?y fiich-jneans is far from being a 
national advantaige. There is much reafon 
tobelieve^that fome,<^thue new regulations 
refpe<%ng ,the revenue have been formed 
upon very; 4iarrow,a(iHi contra<Sled views,, 
calculated^ to leflen vario]^;; l^rapches of trade, . 
to difcourage men cif property from car- 
rying on feveral valuable ]:)[>anufadure^ w!^ 
eventually jto decre^fe both the nat|oi)^l r^- 
y^nu^ and con»n>erq?^ And wjben we are 
told of die^prefent pisafpcrous ftate of the 
revenue, pne circui^Aance ihould be at 
leaft remembered, which;! apprehend to, be 
a moft undoubted i%£):,thAt^ch heavy, and 
oppreffive tajces have never been laid, during 
a time of profound peace, by any mjbifter 
in this country, from the time of William 
Rufus to the prefent hour, as have been 

impofed 
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impofed during the ftdmmiftf attdii' t>f Mt*; 
Pitt. 

-It Was highly difhohotirablfe to tk^idl 
houfe of commons^ and mtlft ever be re*'- 
corded to its difhonour, while any impart 
tial hiftory of it (hall remain, that fo great 
a number oi its members voted jigainft a 
repeal of the Teft and Corporation a£b. I 
bkifh for the honour of my country, wheri 
I refledl j thalt at the clofe of the eighteenth 
century, when the national Aflembly of 
France has fbleranly declared, that ** aU 
" citizens being equal in the eye of the 
•* la#', «e equally eligible to all honours, 
" placed, and fehftployment^, accordinj^ to 
" tlfek* different kbiMtieS, without any other 
*• diftinftion than that Created by their 
**/ virtues and talents i" that at fuch a pev 
riod, foch laws ihould be thought neceflary 
or proper in Great Britain as the Teft arid 
Cdrporation ads. It is a juft fbSjed of 

" : furprize. 



jRirprize, liiat fb large a part of that nation 
which has produced Bacon, Locks^ and 
Newton^ ihould yet be lib unenlightened. 
To fuppofe that a particular mode of re- 
ceiving the facrament^ or adopting any dog* 
mas of artificial theology, can be an indif* 
pen&bie requiiite for qualifying a man to 
hold any t:ivil office in the community to 
which he bdongs, is one of thde Gothic 
abfurdities^i which are fuited only to the 
ages of ignorance and barbarifm. There is 
no other method, therefore, of retrieving 
the honour of the nation, but by repealing 
theie kw$, and fome others of a iimilar 
natui*e, which at prcfent difgrace our fta- 
tutq books, stnd which are equally hoftile 
to the 'intercfta of truth and reafon, isind, 
to the common rights of mankind. 

AlMOsra other important objects, which 
Would bo proper to engage the attention of 
a new parliament, one is, A revision of' 

THE 
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THE JPENAL LAWS. That our Capital pu- 
nifhments arc too numerous, and that pu- 
nifhments are often not properly propor- 
tioned to the nature of offences, and to the 
degrees of guilt, can be doubted by no man 
of eqtiity or humanity, by whom the lub- 
je6l fliall be invefti^ted. Indeed, many^of 
our penal ftatutes, from their fanguinairy 
nature, are certainly in a very high, degree 
diflionourable to the country. In 1787, a 
motioni was made by Mr. Mincbin, for leave 
to bring in a bill, to appoint commifiioners 
to examine into the ftate of all the penal 
laws now in force in the kingdom, and to 
report their opinion thereon to the houfe of 
commons. But this very juft and proper : 
motion was oppofed by Mr. Pitt. Unfor- 
tunately, there is a very mifchievous {pe^ 
cies of pride, by which minifters of ftatc 
appear j&metimes to be adluated, whichi 
leads them to oppofe any attempts that arer 

made 
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tiia^ t<> introduce any new kind of itfoi-tx^ 
Etidni or any new re^latidns^ though ma- 
liifeftly beiiefiCiai td the public, and even 
though they fliould not immediately inter*- 
fere with the views of govefiiment, merely 
becaufe fuch meafures, or plans of reform, 
did not ori^nate with themfdves. This i^ 
one of the evils refuldng from that extreme 
Coih{daifabce to miniftejns of ftate, and' pro«^ 
ibtind deference to' their opinions, by which 
our late parliaments have bsen tOo much 
diftinguiihed. 

Of the various modes of raiiing money 
for the fervice of government, which have 
been much pradifedfor fbme years paft, one 
is that of LOTTERIES/ The pernicious 
^ffedls of this mode of raifing money have 
been repeatedly pointed out^ and are fo ge- 
nerally acknowljBdged, that fcarcely any man 
entertains theyleaft <loubt upon the fubje^):* 
But notwithftanding this, lotteries continue 

VoL.IIL E to 
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tn be £ip|)Oitcd by thoie m aidmiiii^brat^ j 
wbtch ccmU not be the ca&^ if the welfare 
of the people were really the ot^ed ofthdip 
to whom th6 ptfweo of governmeut are 
mtrafted* A« I am ^peaking of the coi^ 
idiiS ef pericms io admimftration, I ^baH 
^ere alio, remark, that, at a period when 
the French nation are aboli&ing ail titles, 
«xir mimifabrs for £>me time paft have beem 
a&ing as if they fuppafed, that one of the 
moft important and iifeful offices of gQ»« 
Ternment was to make new lords. A 
strong leprefentation from parliament to 
the crown, on the great incMa& of the 
peerage during the prefent reign, would, I 
^prehend, be a very juft atid £baibiiaUe 
imeaiure. 

Anoth&e objeft, which might be prcv 
per to engage the attention of parliament, 
is the prefbU; ftate of the. ithvt^u av9 
<!rit£ COFFER coiWAGi;, whk4 i& ^ ^difS» 
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gf&c6 to tile Qatidn. I knoW, that this ii 
tonfiileFdl as the btifinefi of govemmetit | 
hut i know; at the fame time, that it is 
the bufintffs of {!»ar|iameut to fee that the 
executive officers of governitient <lifcharge 
their duty to the ptfblie. It is faid, that 
confiderable difficulties woidd attend the 
iadjuibnent of fuch $ new filver coioage, ii 
fliouid tx)me ihto general circulation* Oj^ 
thisldtn not itiienfible; but thefe diflli^ 
tulties are no reafen why nothing ihould 
have be«n done^ in a matter of fiich import 
tance^ at leaft nothing' that has been ef^ 
fefbu^l, during the whde of fo long a j-dga 
&s die preient. 

THfil new' ad, pafled ift 1 789, by which 
additiottal ftamp duties were laid on newf- 
{apeis and advertifemcnts, was not favour- 
able tothe libehy of theprefe, hor* was it 
fo intended.! fididdsr' the additional reve- 
ttue from the increafi ofthe'ftamp du- 
£ a ties^ 
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ties, the avowed ohjcQ: was, to fecure the 
payment of thofe duties ; but the real de^ 
iign ieems to have been, to put news- 
paper printers, and the proprietors of newf^ 
papers, more in the power of the commii^ 
fioners of the ftamp-duties^ and of the go- 
vernment, than they were before, and to 
render profecutions..pf proprietors of neWf- 
papery, as well as of printers, if it fhould 
be thought expedient by government, morc^ 
pra<£licable. This is done by the clauife bj 
3vhich it is en^dted^ that ^ from and after 
5 the firftday of Auguft, 178^, no printer 
.* or publiiher of any newfpaper now print- 

* cd or publiflicd, or which may hereafter 
f be printed ot: published, in which anyi ad- 
^ vertifenpents,, liable to. the feveral duties 
/ by this qr any former ad or z6Xs impc^, 

* lhall^]be i^ferted^.ihall receive from the 

* faidcom^ffioneis,j or any perfbi^ or p^r- 

* fons employed by tbcm,^ any flumped 

^ pap^ 
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* paper for priiitinjg ray 'foch intelligen<ic - 

* or occurrence tiicreon, iihtil th(i propricfor 

* pr proprietors iiiterefted in the &id paper, 

* or *^ fech and fo many of the faid pro- 
** {>ri8tors a$ are, in the judgment of the faid 
" c6tntmffion6rs,*^ or any three or more df 

> them, of Efficient ability to anfwrer the 
^ faid duties payable on advertifemetitd^ fhail 
^ join in theibcurriy (to governnient) fdr 

* the punftual payment of the duties/ 1^ 
^s claufe the oomxmfiionerS'Oflbe flamp* 
duties are put in po^bifipnof tbi^oamesiiot 
Only of: the printers, bi|t ofithe fesrerai pro^ 
prietors of ^lewfpapers^ and. of i legal; evi- 
dence df -thfeir being fuch. This aft alfo 
contains^ a .claufe, by : which a penalty of 
five; pounds is laid on all thofewho (hall 
evten lend a newfpaper for hir^. This is 
a refinement in finance below the genius of 
CfecMTge Groiville:; ^andl which even that 
jgentleman, th(}bgh:ftikd by the father of 
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^* Gier/'wpuUpfoba%lmYf rc^par454w 
^toatecfipt. , ,; 

. . As I am ipes^kiqg cf tasje^ relating. «q 
(he ]>rer8s I ihall ts^e diis opportunity ef 
setoarkiog^ ^tbl^ ipme <>f the lat$). ftamp-s 
4utie$y dutiea oa fap^r^ &p. have hipen lai4 
;i»i literature with nthct too unipoi-iiig a 
band^ The ibmpHJutiiQS/and expence^ df 
adverti&mtots are £>;high9 that on^aathdr 
has o&eo feven or eight pounds ta jia;^ erv^t^ 
for advertifiag a patxiphlet ; which "is cjerr 
tatnljr a very Heavy tax: po literature. . As 
ms ^r^fietot ndbility, and peribns of ran);: 
and ifitfluence, are not remarkable Ibr their 
iiberal ipaftronage of literature^ they flioi^ 
not be ^uite (o ready a^ they are to do ^ 
Viyivyif ort0 toncur ia tho^ m^aiiuies that 
Iwrthen a^f oppfe& it. 

Whbn ^. n^w fbriiamitott ihall' have lei^ 
fgre tq att^d^ iwi(. merely to temporary 

pbjedts^ 
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<^e6Sr but to thofe ixveafiires t^at may be 
laflingly beneficial^ to the nation, it wou|d 
b&hig^j proper to advert to thofe realim^-. 
provements in our coniHtution, which nxay 
be didated by found wi^m> and impar- 
ti4 in^yeftigation. I would not wifh to 
have any alteration made kx the genered 
^flem of our laws, or in our conflitutiony 
but on the moft mature deliberati(Mi: but to 
iuppoie, tb^t the Englifh conftitution is fb 
perfe^, that no improvements can be made 
in it ; and that whilil advances are conti*!^ 
nually m^ing in knowledge, our civil and 
political regulations ought to undergo no 
alterations, can arife only from extreme bi^ 
goliry, and from very narrow and very con-^ 
tf^cd yiews« 

JL^T us be permitted to hope, that nrniy 

of the public evils, which are now jufUy 

the fubjc^ of complaint, wiU be removed by 

t^ yi|t«e mi the wifdom of the preient par-. 

S 4 Uaroeut; 
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liameiit ; that thcjr will afdoJ)t; and carry into' 
execution, fuch plans for a reform in the 
rfeprefchtation of the people in the houfc 6F 
commons, and fdr (hortening the duration' 
tof parliaments, as (hall be moft congchial 
to the Spirit of the cortftitution ;^ that they* 
will repeal iinjuft' and oppreffive laws; that 
they will be careful, in paffing new la ws^ 
not to violate the juft rights of the people ; 
that they M^ill remember, that the maiiite- 
nance of the public liberty is an objeft of in-. 
, finitely greater magnitude and iinportance; 
than any new arrangemenlis in finance, or 
prdtended augmentations of the natidnal risJ 
venue; that they will be vigilant in guard- 
ing the people from atiy fecret or open at- 
tacks upon their rights by the minifters of 
the crown ; and that the aim and refiilt of 
their moft folemin deliberations will be, 
cftablifliing the freedom, and advancing the 
real iiiterefts and profperity of Great Bqtain, 



\ 
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OINCE^'this'traa was written, and 
• the'^greateft part of it printed, the 
Right Hon. Edmund Burke has pub- 
lifhed, " Rfefleaions on the Revolution m 
** France, and on the proceedings in^ cer- 
** tain Societies in London relative to that 
^V fevqnt, in a Letter intended to have 
'* been lent to a Gentleman in Paris/* Iri 
tins piece -Mr. Burke has very warmly at- 
tacked the proceedings of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, and of the Re- 
volution Society of London ; and as i am 
» member of both thofe Societies, and was 

one 
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curred in the particular proceedings which 
have given {o much umbrage to Mu Burke, 
I (Kail t«ke tkk opportupky ofj^akiAg %ne 
remarks on his publication. 

Of Mr, Burke I (hall previoufly obferve, 
that I have always entertainedTaTugh refped; 
for the talents aod the chaf a£t?r of this very 
ingeniousj, eloquent, and learned wiifief^ 
though I could nQt always congvjr with ham 
iQ f^ntiinent ; and I have confid^ed many 
(pf his. parliamentary exertions a& jufUy oi^ 
titled to great and diflinguifhed appl^tiicw 
I cannot, thereiorf^, bvt ^moft iincerely^r?^ 
gret^ that fiich admirable al:ulities ihoul^ bo 
employed, in produ&ions {o little friendly 
to feme of the moft knportaotintereiH of 
mankLiid^ as his late ^^ Refledionis qn th^ 
V Jleiyoluticw in France*" 

At the begiunfpgof his book Mf;. Bv^rke 
^ve9 his French comifondcfA £>me ac? 

count 
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eottnt of the two Sbpetic » wbofit oofiduft 
he arraigns. Bti^t bis acedont of tb«le Sd« 
ciidti^ is not remarkablj conrteoufe^afkl not 
very acCMratd. Of tile Society for ConiU- 
tutional Information, he ^lys, among odiet 
things, ' That the inftitution of thk So^ 
^ ^iety appears to be of a charitaUe, and 
^ ib far of a lattdable, nature *^ it was in- 
^ tended for thecircuktion^ at theexpence 
^ of the mentidbers, of many books, which 
^ few others would be at the expence of 
f buying; and which might lie on the 
.^ bands of the bookfeHers, to^ the great 
♦ lo& of an ufeftil body of men "/ The 
defigiis of this Society were not quite' to 
charitable, either to authors or bookfcUers, 
as Mr. Burke fuppofes. The intention of 
the Society, and the. obje& of their in^ 
^tution, as exprefSbd by themielyes, was 
y to diffufe throughout the kingdom, as 

" Refle^ons on die Revolution fai France, p.'3. 

" univcr- 
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^ imii^rfeHy as poffible, a knowledge of the 
^^; gr>eaC principles. of CoalHtutbnal Free^ 
f>.xtom, partic^arly fiiChas rcfpeftcd the 
•f;.eleaioti and.4l}i3i:ipa of the reprefen- 
^* tetivc body/\ With this vieWconfti- 
tuHondl f rads, and eZ&ys and epgtrads frdm 
various , authorsp. fucb ' as ; Sydney, Locke^ 
Treuchard, lord Somerfe, and jjiioy^others, 
wereprintod and diftributed/oKATts, at the 
,0^peac^ of the Society: :but. no aitthor^j^ 
or bookiellers, deriveid any pecuniary ad-« 
v4ntage frona the piil?liciatibns of the So- 
ciety. Ill juilice to the; Sodety, I flnaU 
alfd obferve, . that Ilhave never known any 
body.' of men whofe views appeared to b<5 
mofe pure and patriotic, and which con- 
iiiled iin general of perfpns of more in- 
tegrity, or of more'unhleniiflied chara6ters; 
Nor was it fb dbfcurfe a Society as it is re- 
prefentedbyMr. Burke. This "poorcha- 
»* ritable club,*' as he is pleafed politely to 

ftile 
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ftile ity has numbered amoag its memberst 
lord 3\irrey, the prefeut duke of Norfolk, 
the duke of Richmond^ the earl of Effing- 
ham/ Sir William Jones, Mr. Sheridan, 
Sir Cecil Wray, Mr. James Martin, the 
late excellent Dn John Jebb, and ojany 
other very refpedable men. 

The vote of congratulati(m to the Na- 
tional Affembly of France, which has been 
ib feverely attacked by Mn Burke, origi- 
nated in the Revolution Society, though it 
was afterwards adopted by the Society foo: 
Conftitutional Information. The Revolu- 
tion Society Mr. Burke ftiles ^* a club of 
^ Diflcnters '* ;" and it is true, that this 
Society was originally 6ftablifhed by Pif* 
^ {enters, who, as a body, have always been 
j?!ealoufly attach<?d to the Revolution, and 
to thoi^ principles of civil and religious 
liberty, which they conceive to be natu- 

*' '? Reflc£lions on the Revolution in France, p.: 4. 
i * ' . rally 
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tztLj eodneaed wkh that impottmt tifttih 
But, for feme yeturs pftftv mai^ membersi 
of the efbbliihed chureh have it&ndtd 
their annual anc} oth^r meetings. At ibme 
of thoie meetings I have aUb occafiona% 
feen lord Surrey, the prd&nt duke of Not^ 
folk, the marquis of Carmarthen^ now duke 
of Leeds^ the duke of Richmond, and the 
duke of Manch^fbr : for loird^, when they 
are out of ofiiee, will £>metimes do them** 
^&lv» the honour to a^mr as members o£ 
Hidi Societies. The meetings of the Re- 
Volution Society have likewise been at^ 
fended by veiy reipedaye^afieoBbMa of the 
Houfe of Omimtons. 

But the meeting of the Society, which 
has principally given offence to Mr. Burke^ 
was that of the fourth of November, 1 789. 
^ I never heard,' lays he, ^ that any public 
* meafiire, or political fyftem, much lefi 
/ that the merits of the conititutipn pf any 

• foreign 
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♦ forciga ttjtioft, bid ibpe» ihe i«bje4l of 

* a formal firpcccdkig at thpir iieftivak ; 
^ uotil, to my iftexpreffible furprize, I 
^ foQnd idicm ia a fort of {Hiblk: <:apa<» 

• city, by a congratulatory addrefs,.givifig 
^ an autfaoritatire £u3^oa" to the pro- 
^ ceedtngfi of the Naticaial Aflbmtly in 

♦ France''.^ 

Od tike daf re&ri^d to by Mn JBorke^ ^ 
motaoQ V3% made in ^ ReHroliitidti Society 
by Dt, Pdotj that ijbe fbUowihg ooogratu-*^ 
laftory n^/Artik to the Natioiud Ajflembly of 
France fliould be agreed to, and tranfrnktea 
tel^cm^ iignedbydiecfaainxianti 

^ tlie^Socbfy &r 40ommen»M:ating the 
^ Heigolution in <Srcat Britait^ diiaatiiiag 
< Datbnaipa]lialilies,andixijok:i0g in every 

• tfitunph «f liberty and jiiftice over ajrbi- 

♦ trary .power^ offer to Xko National Afi- 
^ iembiy of France their congcat\ilfttk)n»Dft 

' V Reflc&ions bnlhQ Revolution lo^France, p, 5. 

♦ the 



^ the Revolution in thit cduntly, and ott 
» ^ the profpcft it gives to the firft Idogdomd 

* in the world, of a common pamcipatioh 
^ in the bleifings of civil and religious li-< 

* berty. 

* They cannot help adding their ardent 

* wiihes of an happy fettlement of lb: im- 
^ portant a Revolution, and at the fame 

. ^ time exprefling the particular iatis&dion, 

* with which they refled on the tendency. 

* of the glorious example given in France 

* to encourage other nations toafifert the 
^ unalienable rights of mankhid, and there-* 
^ by to introduce a general reformation inr 
^ the governments of Europe^ and to mdke 

* die world free and happy/ ' 

This addreis was acconlingly un^ni-* 
moufly agreed to, and being figned by carl 
Stanhope, who aded as^ chairman of the 
Society on that occafion, was' tranfinitted 
to the duke de Rochefouc^i^lt at Pans. 

It 



It wa^;TjBGQ»y^ in tlie:5^Miei5al!<ApfiiiMf 
with great ^pplaufp, ^ ^r4; tfae ^r^WH^ptof 
Aix, tl^ep i)r?iiclent: , Qf * the Natioitwli : Af- 
fcfxxbly^^by their clii??jftion.wt<?ite ailsttei^'tq^ 
lord Stanhope, as chairpa5^A:Qf tbeJRfetp-^ 
lutk)n Society,'* expsefling.^ livcly/i^d 
1 deep fcnfihility with whichilhe/National 

* Affembly of Fradcc : rfcceived the addne£i 
1 rf tht Revcdutidn Society in England^ 

* which breathed . thiJie ibitiments • of bu-j 
f manity and univer&r faenevblence,'':that 

* ought to unite togedier; in all cou)itrie&of 

* the w^orld, the true friends of liberty ppd 
*. of the happifie& of unions/ Inialettei 
wfittisn by;the: duke de Rochefoucault to 
Dr* Ptice pa that bccafiori, that •noblmftitt 
alfo f^ys, :that the National AHembly^had 
feen^. in the addrife of the RevoiWflUn^ 
»iety^ * the dawn :of a glorioija^day,-ih 
^:wkiob two nattdnsi- who had ^ always 
.* eftqcraed: each: dther, notwithftaiiding 

y.pL. IIL F < their 



* tJ»^')p6nde&l diviil«yA5^ aitd th« diverfitf 

*^ ^tiifutte omoci^ fobuded dii thetfisMlarity 

* b( their cf{>k\ioti») and their <ct>itttndii «n* 
*^ dtolJafin for liberty/ ' 

In theaddre^^ eiimgi^atul^iet}, ve ted 
If the Revolotioh f6ci«tx«,jb6y S&d -cer? 
^inli;^ no idea^ ai^ Mr^ j^irlce h&$ f^^d^ of 
glYing aiiy ♦* aitthOTkaCivd^&ffciStlferf*^ 
probwdmgs dF the Kitiotiai Afki^ty mi 
Fxiance^r . N^er had they any^ intecilaon td 
deodhrt, as (Kfr. Barke not very c&tididly . 
iltppoibs^ by conwiunicsiting 4 ffli& idei^ 
of thb naliure oriiiiipQriiatice of chd^ fbciety* 
Whittever Wai doob re^ftiag tbe £xtvio^ 
Ittliaa.kiFrarice.iu lixeRevb^ fetietj^ 

tof 'LMdofi^ ^dtras donb in the m^^ open 
aad< TptibKc r lAtonbr ; and any infonnadoti 
coucen^i^g the > fbci^y might hate . bseo 
cafily pbtaific49 ekhfr hy Engiiihmea w by 
Fi«achin€»^ whqhidi thought pnoper. to^ 
-. . > i Ml: .: JtA?!k3t 



'itkhi atiy ihquiHes d6h(^ertiitig it. A-d to my 
%poi^d iiYdgdaiity in the addrej^ of fbcfa 
-a'foeiefy fo fU<A a^-body as the Natiotal 
'^Af^a^f <it Pvi&tit they Were aWare^ ^t 
it- might be tiaMe' to feme dsjeftion o( 
<lhat kkid\ add/'^diei^fbrej- ia' the letter 
mrhjch was ietit'to'die doike db Rochefoui- 
cault/fequefting Him ^o prefect liie ^ddrds 
to th«' Natiodal Afleimbly, iti was pbfenre^^ 
thift^* ^ Society eonii^ered the NatioDol 
** AfleicnUy as. aiding for the world, as well 
^'as fx th« greeEt kingdom it i^j^reiented, 
*"a^ therefore hdpeA that'tlieir addre& wtta 
* not aa jftttfA-o^fiMfi^n $ or, if it was, 
!* ^t h woui^b« «kcoi(gd, as an ^[uiion of 
!• <£6al in! tjie eaiUfeof gi$ti6ral liberty and 
*'hirman happinefs, which no confidera* 
♦, tions of imprppricty had be^n able ta 
^ &ipprc&* 

1^ was the defign of the Revolution fb- 

cietyto teftifyto the French nation, that 

Fa not* 
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notwitljftanding the antient hoftility whieh 

had fubfifted between England arid France, 

there were many of the Englilh \dla;(in- 

ccrelj rejoiced that the^Fr^snch had regaUiied 

their liberties, an^ wifh^d.td {e$ thcanaiully 

tiflabliihcd*.-; It was itith the farac: yielar 

that more than iix.hmidred peiibn? i^Bkfp^ 

bled in the city of London, (m:th^.^tKjof 

July, 1790,. iii order to celebrate. tl%9'Rer 

volution in France,: jon the lanat$: day 1|r 

which it was (b magnificently celebr4t|64 ^ 

J^aris. I took fbme paitis to prpn^o^e |his 

xn^etiqg in London, and atteiidi$d it witH.^<l 

^high; degree of , pjeafure, .^^ I jhftvfi always 

wifhed &r the eftabli(hment oC liberty in 

France'*, and been defiuraus of promoting 

*^ Before the congratulatory addrefs of tKe Revolution 

Society, and before the French Revolution bad :t^^ 

place, r had expreflM, and very fmcerejy, my wilhes 

for the eftablilhmcnt of liberty iit France. Oa thiR 

^ 4tli 



[ 85 ] 
eveiy public teftimony of the fame fend- 
ments, among my countryman. But Mr* 
jPurke feems to be of ppinion, that public 

decla- 

4th of November, 1788, it being a century from the 
period of the Revolution, I delivered ^ (hort oration to 
the Revolution fo^iety, by their defire, and which at 
their requeft was printed. In a note to this is the fol- 
lowing paflage, which was publiflied many months be- 
fore the deftruaiQn of the Baftile^ and the other eyents 
which have .contributed to the eftablifljment of the 
French revolution. * I fincerely wifh. fuccefs to all the 

* efforts of the French nation for the recovery of their 
^ liberties; and I fhould rejoice to fee them poffefled 
^ of a conftitution fimilar to that of England. It 

* muft, indeed, be the wiih of every friend to the rights 

* of mankind; that the bleflings of freedom may be ex- 

* tender} to the whole human race. Having mentioned 
' the French nation, I ihall alfo reoiark, that it is ar* 

* dently to be deflred, that England ^nd France may 

* no longer continue their antient hoftility againft each 
^ other; but that France may regain poileflion of 
^ her liberties; and that two nations, fo eminently 

* diflinguifhed in arms, and in literature, inflead of 
^ exhaufting th^mfelves in fanguinary wars, for no 

F 3 « valuable 



BecUralioris, reipe^Hnfg th^ traiife^otis ©f 
foreign countries^ IhcMld Jbe itfadtf oiilyby 
perTpfis inveite4 wit^ autbortty. It is, 
however, not among lords of the treafyiry^ 
or fecretaries of ftate, or the favourites of a 
<;ourt, that men difti^iguiihed by their seal 

* valuable purpofe, may unite together in communi- 
f eating the advantages df freedom, fcie^ce, and the 

♦ arts, to the moft remote regions of the earth/ 
[The above note was inferted in the firft edition of 

this traft, which was printed in 1790, At that timc^ 
at lead when the firft note appeared in I78d» 
no idea appeared to be entertained, that the French 
nation intended to eftablifh a republic. I therefore ex*' 
prefled my wiihes, that they might obtain a conftitution 
fimilar to that of England. But as I hold It to be an 
axiom in politics^ that no nation has a right to inters 
fere with the internal government of another country, 
in oppofition to the known fenfe of the majority of 
the inhabitants of that country, from the moment that 
the French nation, publickly an<J authenticaHy, ex- 
prefled their defirc of a republican form of govcn^menti 
no man in France more fuicerely wiihcd the eftabl^ib- 
c:ent of the French republic than royfclf.] 

for 
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for the promotion of human liberty, and 
human happine&, are often to be found. 
Hiey who are invcfted with the powers of 
government in any country, may be aftu- 
ated by very different motives from thofe 
of an enlarged philanthropy ; but that is no 
reafbn why the inhabitants of a free' 
country, or any part of them, (hould not 
teftify, if they judge it expedient, in the 
nioft public and fblenm manner, their joy 
at iiich events as happen in other countries, 
wiuch m^y teud to the advantage of fiich 
countries, to advance the liberty ^f the 
inhabitants, and to increafe the felicity of 
mankind. Such intercourfes between dif* 
ferent nations are calculated to promote 
that enlarged and comprehai&ve benevo^ 
knee, the diffu£<xi of which would com* 
municate peace and happinels to the world. 
The meeting in London, on the 14th 
pfjuly, 179Q, to celebrate the French rer 
F 4 volution. 



vqiution, gay* rife to the Anglo^allic 
feftival at Nantes, ou the 23d of Auguft 
followiftg,, to which all the EtlgUfli ia that 
gity, and in the neighbouring towns, were 
invited. This feftival was given . by the 
** Societe des Amis de la Conftitutipn ^ 
." Nantes," a fociety coofifting of feveral 
Jiundred.. members, aij4 frpm that Ipciety 
M. Fran5ais, their prefident, and M* iPoiu- 
gon '% were fcxit as deputies to the Reyp.- 

l\itiop 

- *^ Thefe gentlemen, during their refidence in Lon^ 
don, were much and defervedly refpefted for the.polite7P 
-jiefs of their nianners, the good fen£b and know}e(l^ 
which they difplayed, their love, of liberty, apd the^ 
ftrong defire which they manifefted to promote perpe- 
tual peace and union between France and Great Bri- 
taiti. Some other perfons, as well as Mr* Burke, 
inighi po(}ibly entertain fufpicions refpe£ling the naturi^ 
of thefe gentlemen's cpxnroij5pn ; but they had evi> 
^entlv no other aim than that of teftifying their regard, - 
and that' of tho& who fentthem, for the people of 
^nglarid, and advancing the interefts of libdrty-ani^ 
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lutiou fociety of London. Mr4 Burkife 
^ms much ofiended at the proceedings of 
this fociety '^^ as well as that of the fb* 
cieties in London, who testified thdr joy 
at the Revolution in France. But to me 
it appears, that the Angfo-Gallic feftival 
-at Nantes '% in which Frenchmen and 
Englifhmen united together as brethreni 
and teftified the raoft ardent deiire for the 
liberty and happinefs of both nations, and 
that perpetual peace and harmony might be 
cftabliflied between them, was, in the eye 
of reafon and humanity, a miich more 
pleafing fcene, than any that were exhibited 
in thole ages of chivalry j of Which Mri 

peace in both nations. As to the intimation that feems 
to be thrown oiit by Mr. Burke, that thel*e gentlemen 
came here as a kind of miffionaries for the propagation 
of infidelity, and of ^< atheiftical fanaticifm," this is an 
idea that is certainly deftitute of the lead foundation. 
'• Reflexions on the Revolution in France, p. 227* 
■' Vid. the account of this " Fete Anglo-Fran^aife," 
printed'at Nantes in 8vo« in 1790. 

Burke 
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Burke feems to be fb much enamoured^ 
Of thefe meetings, both hi France aad m 
Engkndy I have the fuUeil ccmviAion, 
that thc^ origtnated in the beft and tho 
worthieft motm»^ in an eoO^nded philan*^ 
thrqpy, and in an ardent zoal 6xr tbo& 
great rights of mankind, compared with 
which the private ioterefts of kings, a& 
individuals, are entitled to little Odtioe or 
regard. 

BvT Mr* Burke, adverting to the addf e& 
of the Revolution Society, fays, * I muft 
< be tokuraiUy Cure, before I venture pub^ 
^ Uckly to congratulate men upon a bleifingt 

• that they have reaJly received one ' ^ ;* ai>d 
alifo, that * the circumftances are what 

* render every civil and political fcheme 
^ beneficial or iioxious to mankind ''/ On 
thefe principles the condud of the Revo- 

'• Refle£UoQS on the Revolution in France, p. 9. 
»^ Ibid. p. 8* 

lution 



ItttiMk Society may be vindicated. Before 
tfaieir addrefs of congntnladtioii. was pre^ 
ieiitedy they had recdvtd iufl&:ient evideiicc, 
that the French nation had emancipated 
themiclves from a fbrrn^ of goyemmenUt 
which was certjualy in a very high dc** 
gree de^dc They had chofen a body 
of national reprefentatives, whofe intereflb 
it was to promote the wdb&re of their 
country^ and who appeared to be afhiated 
by the .wordueft motivest Indeed, more 
noble, and more patriotic fentimeiits, were^ 
never exhibited in any country, than were 
Splayed during the courie of the late re» 
vohition in France. Great and impoitant 
advances^ had aUb been nude in the forma- 
tion of a free codftitution of governmmt 
for that kingdom ; and the rights of men 
had beea declared and aicertainedt with 
a deame& and jporecifion that has icaiaely 
ever been equalled in any of the revolu- 
tions 
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tiohs of . nations. Thcfe w^re ^Skknt 
■grounds for ' the condu£t of the 'Revolaf- 
tion Society of London^ in' voting and 
iranfmitting their addrefe of congratuk^ 
tion; nor could it be neceflary, previoufly 
to fuch a meafore, that they ifaouM wait 
for the final fettlement and completion of 
the French cdnftitution. 

Mk. Burke fays of the French nation; 
that * they have been tempted to throw off 

* their allegiance to their fbvereign^ as well 

* as the antient conftitution of their coun? 

* try***/ Thefe are well founding words; 
but if the French, by throwing off their 
all^iance to their ibvereign, which wag 
not without reafbn, and tl^e antient con<! 
ftitution of their country, have obtained 
real liberty, and a better conftitution, they 
have afted very wifely and ratioiially; 
And as to the.£ippofed. degradation of the 

** RefleSiohs 6h the Revolution in France, p. 77> 7S. 

king. 



lung, it was noticing bu|:r « degradAtiQ^ 
from a powieff which «either;Ja/e,, iior auy/of 
bis anceftors, ought ,^ver:t6 hzyc poffefTcd^ 
Mr. Burke declaims very copioufly, and 
Very eloquently, online irregtilarities/iahd 
afts of violence, tl^at have taken place, in 
France iince the Revplution. . It was not 
to be expci^spd that a pQopky juft etnergr^ 
ii3tg from^a,d^otie3governiivmt to' an high 
degree of ^berty,lhc>uld'^ih" every ref|)e<JX 
aft with ^erfeft dlfcrefcibh; wifdom, ' arid 
moderation. But afteir all the pathetic ,re- 
prefentations made by Mr. jBurke of the 
ti;aniadxoi;is of , the 6th of Q^ohcti i j.^,^ 
and after taking into thtf I dccpunt the -pre- 
eedirtg ind ftlbfeqttent tfanfeftiott^, W» 
may venture to affirm, that no revolution 
of fuch importance, aud.fuch magnitude^^ 
was ever effefted with fo little hloodflxqd *\ 

' Many 

^* TKis was the cafe when this trzSt w^s firft pub- 
li/hpd. But very fanguinary fcenes have fince taken 

place 
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Many tkcumftahces before, and after- tile 
)(^ewluti<Hi, imturally exa^raled the pc<>* 
^l aiid excited • Aem to afts^ of vidmice* 

pl^ce in France ; fcpnes ever to be deplored by tb^ 
friends of freedom and of lium^n happineis^ The cala« 
mi ties of France inay certainly be imputed^ in a very 
confiderable degree, to thej unjuft interference of foreign 
p(^^rs< Btititi»mucfrtp be Iamente(f, thatfonianyof 
^e French natioi^ mdien confending fcAr poUte iibettyi 
DiouM have Shffvfn dtemfclves to be (o little acqu^uite^ 
with itsnatvce ^nd its prinQples^ During tbi:; fiic*. 
^ecffion of the different, faftions in Fx^ce, fmce the firft 
jev^utiofiy it Has alfo been a great evil,, that the free^^ 
dom of the prefs'has hot been more inviolably maiii-^ 
Ittned. IF this^ h^ Wen preferred^ withont intcfi 
fiiption, the pony of Robefpkrft couU.>aot base jc*' 
yitred the aibendeiicy they d^id, ndr wc^gld tbey t^nre 
been able to have brought fome of ^he be(l RepiiWi- 
cans in France to the fcafFoId. In every country^ 
Whether contending iPor its liberties, or in adual poH-' 
ieflion of them^y it may be laid defwn as en wiiverfkl 
apd ihtariable rule^ that the enemies of the freedctm 
of the prefs are the enemies of general liberty and of 
general felicity. 
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The firitig; on the people in the gardens oF 
the HiuiUerics on the rzth of ]\ily, ijt^^ 
juftly ittcreafed the foiJ)icions of the in- 
habitifttsof Paris relpe^hg the defignsdF 
the court? and when the National Aflem- 
\Ay was conceived to be in danger, When 
ibrcign* troops were brought to k&. againft 
the citizens, when artillery was pcHhted 
^gaiflft the capital, when llhe rhiftiftiy was 
diangeid, ^nd marel^hal BrogFio wak iiiade 
mii^ftei' of war, the people had afcufiidant 
UMifon to befieve, tlrat lall which fead been 
dohe in favour of thttr'fibertifes tvks about , 
to be cwr-tt«iM5d. They diftruited the 
king, krid they confMered the 4tieen as 
^undoubtedly hoftile to the national free- 
dom. Thefe circumftaiices ^ natdrally ex- 
cited the indignation of the pebf)le; their 
violfenc?* was increa(cd by the fcarcity of 
<:^n which? then prevailed; and to thefc, 
'ted fitnilar caufes, the diforders which arof^ 
'■^ ' " iniy 
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may juftly be attributed. It flxoijld alfo bf 
remcimbered, that, in a time o£ dyi comr 
mptioa and tumult, fdie rumours may 
opepte jKiW^rfully on the minds of the 
multitude, and lead them to a£ls of which 
they, would not be guilty, were they j^ccu- 
irately, acquainted, with, the real ftate of 



•:":?J 



Mr..5ur;ke fe^Dfis , to be, much ^ affeded 
with the prefent ' fkte of the king of 
France, under the. idea of his being apt 
imprifpned king. Butijif this ftatement of 
Mn .B,uj;|^e we^e preciJfely the , cafe, an irar 
prifoo^,j:^o^arQh is an inGon{i4erable:ev|L 
corripvfid .with thatof an ej^a,Y<^4 nati<)ji. 
Amoi^g other ftatements which Ajtr; Burke 
ipakes, relative to the behayimir of the 
French to their king, be fays^; that they 
have rebelled * againft a mild and lawful 

* mpnarch, with more fury ^ outrjige^: and 

* iofult, than ever any pqople iias^ be^v 

* known 
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• knowtt to^rifc againfl; the.moft ilbgal 
V ufiirper, .CM- thie ixioft fanguinpry tyrant **/ 
But without reforring to the hHlorids of 
other nations^ fufely'our own hiftory will 
afibrd initenccs of kings, who hav^ . cxpe-^ 
rienced mucU'roughcr trcatrtient,^ than any 
Which has yet been offered toXewia.the 
Sixteenth. . Our Charles the Fitft, asfMr* 
Burke well knows, was publicly vcxecuted* 
before the front of his own: palace, and hi& 
:^jti James the ^ond ^as dethifoned,* and 
fer ever banilhed from the kingdom. lui 
more aritient times, Richard the Second* 
was dethroned by parlianacnt, and died in 
confinement, though the manner of his 
death is difierently related. Henry the* 
Sixth aUb died in the Tower, and by a 
violent death, according to the generality 
of our hiftorians. 

^* JleflefUens oi^ Ac Revolution in France, p. 56. 

Vol. IlL . G Though 



c&n f<3r thepnffeiit Cditditkttiiof.tbe.kiag 
6^ fi[mct^ he etidtayoucs Ml mare to ea^^ 
j^ge tbt paiffions of his re^Kbcs againft 
the revolutioii, by lib pathetic reprc&nta^ 
tionsi of the iuppdbd ^^affisril^. of thte 
<{aeea of FnEtnce^ ^ I ite not kidw t}iat 
any amthentic inforniatibA lui9 been traaP». 
ttiitted to .ihih ooimtfy.of 4iil^ Veiy ifetctrff 
fiiffet^mgs of daie tf»(ssL i hut : Wh»t are ' thfll 
private arnd peHonat i^tet!0^s wni feeling^ 
of a qiieea of France^ of' of ati ihuindredi 
<|ueeli» of Frtoce, though detxH-aHedl Witik 
sdl the bbsaty and aCCompIiflnnettts Vith^ 
which Mr« Borke has coihpUmMited :tke;» 
prefent qufeen, itompttred mtU^ht ftcc^ffffl: 
and t3ie happindfs of tilorejtl|a^Q tw^t^ynfivB^. 
»iUion« of :peQple? No f.kni^htt-««totv 
we may prefume, will ht .fy^^d ia t;hi% 
country, nor probably iu any other, to 
felly forth in defence of khrg Lewis, or 

(lis 
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fikk Viftemis Mid diftrdTed Cdn^r t^^t^^tll^ 
^^ding khoie enchaittiog giaces iii tke fair 
•<|Qeeai wbidh Mr. Burke hai dif|d^yod wj^h 
ib-mueh eloquence and gallantryi 

Ov& Ingenioue aUthor himfelf, ih^eed^ 
remarks^ thAt ^^ the age of chivalry is 
** ^cwc *' i'* ati^j therelbre, we iiiay eafilj 
bcUcyCi ih^ the duU^ and unfentimeti- 
4al feqple cf the preient age^ wiU not 
•think it neceflary for tiie peace of the 
4trorld^ th^t ten thbu^nd fwords fhoul^ 
•iegp froflsi their fcabbards ^^^^ whenever a 
vdUf^^)e€kfttl^ or even a menacing look, is 
fcaft at ai^ueen of Fr^oice, or at a queen 
^ ai^ otheir country. We niay alfo ven- 
ture to be of dpinidh, that it W^i be muqh 
better 'that a ndtion> like th^ French, con-^^ 
fiftit|g«f ^aUant lAen^ of men of honour^ 

V Rededions on the kcvolution in Frince, ji. 113; 
** Ibid. p. ill. 
: G ± and 



[ 100 ] 

~ and of cavaliefs*% fhbuld draw thtfir 
fwords, whenever it be neccflary, in de- 
fence of the liberties of their country,- 
rather than in defence of any pretended 
privileges of queens, or of any aflumed and 
arbitrary prerogatives of kings.' ' ■ 

It is in no refpe£t wonderful, that kings 
(hould Ibmetimes be " hurled from thcSr 
^* thrones/' and that this (hould occafroh- 
ally be done with circumftances that may 
aggravate thdr fenfe of the calamity at- 
tendant on their fall. But it is truly 
wonderful, that foch great numbers of the 
human race (hould fubmit, with (b much 
fervility, to men invefted with the regal 
dignity, who are totally unworthy of the 
office they bear, and td whom at the (anic 
time powers are given, that it Vould be 
unfafe to intruft even to thebefl and wifeft 
of the human (pecies. Indeed, the degra* 

*K ELftfi^ons on th^Revolutioa in France^ p. lift. 

datiott 



dation of human nature, in the (ubmiffioh - 
that is paid to the authority of tyrants 
under the denomination of kings, is a 
much jufter (ubjeft of lamentation, than . 
the degradation of fbme incdhfiderable in- 
dividuals, probably litjtle diftinguiftied by 
any eftimable quality, either^tnoral or in- 
telleft\ial, but who may happen to be de- 
corated with the trappings of royalty. 

Mr. Burke certainly carries his reve- 
rence for chivalry too far, when he affirms, 
that, on account of its decline, or of that 
of the fentiments it inlpired, " the glory 
** of Europe is extinguiflied for ever *^.'* 
Eyrope, I think, may ftill fiibfift, very 
honourably fubfiil, and with all its glory, 
though all that " proud fubmifEon,** and 
that " dignified obedience *%" of which 

^ Reflcftions on the Revolution in France, p. 113. 
*Md. ibid. 

G 3 Mr. Burkft 



E 19^ ) 

Mi*. Btirkei^^caks, fliouM' be for ever ba^ 
JVifhed from the hoc qf the earth. 

Amo^q other things which Mr. Burke 
jfiys he fhould look for in •l^ the new K-r ' 
1^ berty of FVarice,**' before he offered any 
congratulations upon it, one h, that it 
was cQmbined ^* with the difcipfij^e an<t 
<^ obedience pf arn^ies *^•* But Imuft con? 
fcf§, that I differ for much from Mr. Burko 
^pn this fubjed, that I think matters iii thi^ 
world will never he as they ought, while 
there is a finale ilandin^ army flibfifling,^ 
o^ the principles on which all (he fla^ndin^ 
armies in Europp are now confHtuted. It 
may be prober, that the inhabitants of the 
different countries of the world fhould be 
aroiedy as free citizens, fo; their own d^n 
f^nce, and that they foould be occa^ona% 
^xercifed ; but the. ftan^ing arn^ies^of Ei^-r 
rope, or of any othcf <jua?ter pf the glo^)e, 

^J^fle6iipns pn ih^ Rev^^lu^^A in France^^ p. 9. 

I con*T 



f een^dbr, in ^nemt; ^ eoJy calculated to 
Alport th« tyfaimy of priftws, audi to 
dKftufb the peace of the world. 

«* We have feen,'* feys Mr. Burke, 
^ tfte king of Prartce fcH by his fi>kBer9 
♦* for aa kicreafe of pay *V Rit, in ju^ 
Idee to the French fotdiers, that ought to be 
iuppoied) which I hav< no doubt to have 
been Ae h®:^ that the li^ and know^ 
kdge/ rt{p%^^ng the primcipfe^ of govem*^ 
menty which had been smch diSbibd 
am<mg otiher clafles of men in Francet had 
atie extended itfelf to the miHtarj,. aiui 
1^ many of them were defiircAis of fnvft* 
mg their comitry fwn» the deipotafin undet 
whicb it had hikg htboure4 The French 
troops, b); deiertuig their kiag, to pcomotQ 
the freedom: of their country, a<9ied die part 
ef good citizens, a!ndof good Fnitichmei9» 
They prebabty remenbtered, that they were^ 

^ Reflc£tiQn$i>u t^e Revolution in Francci p. 138. 
Q 4 or 



or that they, ought to be, not merely thcr 
troops of the king, but of the nation j 
that they derived their fubfiftence fr<?fa 
taxes paid by the people ; and that if they 
employed their arms in .fapport of public 
liberty^ they difcharged the moft import- 
aht of all duties, that to their Creator oiijy 
excepted, their duty to their country. 

If it he imagined, that fome of the 
French troops were influenced by the i4ea 
t)f andncreafe of pay, ' we may ftill confi4er. 
{he offer made to them as, a very juftifiable 
aft of policy ; and if it fliould be fuppofed, 
that the defertion of. the French troops 
from their king,, may make other princes 
diftruflful of their armies, ij will be. no 
great evil tfi mankind. Standing armies, 
in general, may juftly be regarded as the 
agents and iijftruments ,gf deipotifmj and 
if it ihould be founds that fuch ftanding 
armies are not always to be trufted, princes 

will 
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will learn to depend Tefe uppn their troD£$, 
Jind more upon tiieir people.. , 

Mr. Bubke is ^pprehenfiye, that the. 
doftrines now propagated among the French 
foldiers, ccMicerning/* the rights of men," 
will not tend to make mere instruments 
of them, which he, with M. de; la Tour du 
Pin, thinfe military men,, as fuch, ought 
always to bc» He lalfo exprefles his afto- 
niihixient, that they ihould. be direded, 
by authority, occafipnaUy ; to ,mix in the 
convivial meetings and affociations of their 
fellow citizens ':^ ; jjnd : he ^ animadverts 
upon the meafures that are adopted to ex- 
cite them to read, as well as to engage in 
military exercifes, they being, he lays, 
*^ full as well fupplied with the ammuni- 
♦* tion of pamphlets as of cartridges ''." I 
agree in opinion with Mr. Burjke, that this 

-•• Reflcftions on the Revolution' in France, p. 31 o,* 
*' Ibid. p. 309.^ '. ^* * 

method 



may poffibly notio w«n qual^ thcagi (k>H 
iiEHB INSTRUMENTS, or m^k)e», a^^the 
manner in which fekfieis are ordkiariljp 
trained in other countries; But if the^ 
IhouM not be fiieh complete FNaTRVM^NTs^ 
nor quite fa good feklicrs^ they vwiMi pro^ 
bably !>• hetter men, 9n<t bettei^ cititsenft^ 
They may* he fti^ eqwd to^ali dte^puffpo^ 
ol defcndisg thei> country againfi: iatcffoali 
oppreAoa^ or fdjreiga ifirVafioQ^ ; tdtou^ 
dsey may Bofe engage with fo muek 
^dkcrity, as^ Flpench troops hove ibrmefljp 
dbne, in entefprizes to^ oyer^-tum the libei^ 
tiies, oe to interrupt the^ tranquilJky e^ 
foreign nations. 

In enumerating fome of the evih that 
he fiippofts will: arife from the French 
revolution, and from the propagation of 
the principles by which it is fiipportedt 
Mr. Burke iays,^ ;^< Huiigs will be tyrants 
. )i . , I '' from 
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M from poHcy, when fubjcSs arc rebelt 
« fr6m principle ^\^ To this, which has 
(bmewl^at of tlte appearance of a threat 
«n tie part of tyranny, lanfwer, that if 
oppofitioh to tyranny be termed rebellion, 
whenever juft ppnciples of government Ihall 
prevail among mankind, tyrants will ceafe 
to have any exiftence in this world, either . 
$1$ priiices, or as men. Tljieir policy and 
^eir power will be equally amiihilate4 

Mr. Bueke endeavours to prove, ^t. 
(he kte government in France has been 
l^pre&nted ki a worfe, light than it de» 
^rved. Men have ipoken of it, he iays,. 
as if it reiembled the deipotic government^ 
of Perfia or of Turkey. But, he adds, 

* Vzdss do not fupport this refemblancc. 

* Along with much evil, there is fbmc 
^ good* in monarchy itfelf ; and fbme cor-^ 
^ se^jt tot its evil, fiaom feligioQ, &oax 

'* R^fleAlons on the Revolution in France^ p. ii6. 

* laws. 
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^ Jaws, from manners, from.ppinions, the 

* French monarchy rauft have received; 

* which rendered it (thouglv by no means^ 
f a free, and therefore by no means, a good 

* conftitution) a deipotifm rather in ap- 

* pearance thah in reality ''/ But we may 
certainly be of opinion, that the govern- 
ment of France was lb defpotic, as to have 
rendered a revolution ejctremely defirable^ 
without fuppofing it to be " a pofitively 

deftrudtive government ^*,"or " the worft 
of all political inftitqtions ' %" We may 
readily admit, that there are governments 
in the world much more defpotic than the 
late government of France ; we may alio 
admit, that the deipotifm of the French 
government had received fbme mitigation. 
*^ from religion, ; from laws, from man- 
♦* ners, from opinions;" and yet, when we 

• " Si^fledions on the Revolution in France, pi 189. 
*♦ Ibid. p. 194. " Ibid, p- 192. 

have 






have- admitted all this, -we may .Ytry ca»i " 
iiftently • maintain^ • that: it rwis/a j^owra* 
m^ fa radically bad, ahd in whicb there 
was lb much ddpotifin, that i!uch;a.^ov)eni- 
miefit ought nerver to have exiftcd acqong 
-mankind. In France, -before the revolu- 
tion^' the /common people were' opprefifed 
by theffcr^wn, <by thb nobflity, arid by the 
powei^ of the eeclefiaftica j the conamonalty 
and-pealantry groisined -under die weight 
of unequal and unjiifti4:axes^ aud of bur- 
therifome ind unreafonable feudal iervices ; 
the laws did not infliift'punilhmeBt on the, 
guilty,-> nor afford proteAion to innocence ; 
liberty of confcience was not allowed, nor 
•the ftecdom of ipeech, or of the prefs ; 
tETTRES; DB CACH?T for the arbitrary im^ 
prifonment of the laqfl: rcfpedtable citizens 
were often .otrtained with facility by the 
mijftrefe of a king, or of aminifter; the 
worthieft men. might be thrown into dun- 
geons, 



fsm, ted impiifoa^ii Ai |>lte&i«» withettt 
«v«a knowBig the tlSviices with wUbk 
tfa^ Were charged; slnd nb into cduU te 

iperpetiSai itAptiMikim.t, xn the liWfiTdl m^ 
Jttii68 and indigtiiliefr, if direded br author 
laifed %' the isiiBions-of tfae«onirt» Indeed* 
M-. B\&ke himfelf «QkhbWledgeS| ih«SbthlS 
&rv nu g a. of Frfuaee h)»d an ** ttaHaittefl 
** fowerbvcr^-pirfciwirf' hi8fttlg«^''V* 
No djipdfilabn xsotld be tdb ^eat/«g»ihft 
<«eli a po^r, fagr ^hcttnfocdrd: it -might be 
f«)frdfi^$ is6i we fieed not hdkale to 
})fdii»lftfb^ ilist ibet^t can be 1IO qotui^ 
JSj^a ^idStik in which &ch a igainrranadBt 
bbglft fo 'be«£tdur^d> «» that wfadoh fiib>* 
IHted in i?ttth<!» he&kb the teVote^oft. 

Btrt Ml-. Butltte e(^fid<«r» thi !figt« <9( 
f>ot>uilftidh ih Frttaite «^ ito a^pifiefit ift 
^omr bf >it» ig^eimifii«iiiit* '£b gi^en 11 

** RcQedions on the Revolution ioTrancei p. ifS* 

fevour* 



^dutt i^o<ieiy> t«d - rMMirltby ' that ** «• 
f tccMOCTf kk ffhkh f«^«htioft flotHi^hMi^ 

"w ifttut "/• But the pdpnUttidft of & cottti* 
try is certainly no criterioti ^ the «!xcel<k 
lency of it» govtmrneat^ .kt kiift it ii^ds 
«» |tri>of ^fiit #eedom ii ehjoyed %y id 
Inhabicafitij ot-dftt^^ goVertkncftt xi ildt 
de^otio. Tb& Ikiftoty of ittanM)^ '#ffl 
itifoTii einmdsiftJiai&i^e^ daat thi; hymSJk 
^ie^ tlatt|^ ^fift) 'and «v«li incre&ie M 
tAMi[iVM^ utider vety gteat degreed of ^j^ 
f^i«eAk»ii. Wh<*e^er, fteift thfc fertiKtjr^ 
the foil, or any other caufes, the meam d 
^kbfillefure are ea% afftt-ded to The com* 
team peoph, popoladon will tntttirdly in- 
cmrfb, diotrgh ^e •^ttrattsdot may be 
4)ppreBvt and de%tic^ No man, - Virb6 

*' Reflexions on the Revolittioti in Fiance, p. 189. 

has 
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has anyjuft id^ of civil liberty^ or aoy 
atJCachment to it, will coitiunend the Pruffian 
^QVemnfeiit;'and yet the population of that 
country ha§, within the laft thirty ycarsy 
been more inCreafed, than that of other 
nations who ihave enjoyed a^ much greater 
ileigree of • liberty*. / . : 

Mr. By eke fpeaks.in very high terms ' 
pf the ^condition of Franqe b^re the rc» 
yolution, of the ftate. of agriculture, I of 
copamerce, of manufactures .; of her pro- 
grf^ in the art^ of her fplendid edifices, of 
the : illuftrious 9^<n that the country has 
produced, and the diftinguifhed figure that 
France has .made in the hiilory (^ ^modem 
Europe. But this only feryes to prove, that 
gres^t things may be done by fuch a natioiL 
^s the French, though labouring under many 
oppreffions from the form of their g9yern- 
ment. It Qtiay, however, ; be admitted^ 
that the French monarchs ibmetimes ex- 

ercife^ 
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crcKed th^r jKitvtr with st cdnjfefcttbfe de- 
gree of clemency and moderatioi^^i an4 
that they have had ibme yery wife ^id 
able miniflers, whofe adminiftration has 
(Contributed to^the pro^rity of France. 
Bu^ pptwithftai^din^.thi^ there was cer-. 
tfJBcifyy prior to ths reygluuont a great de-. 
&^, ;<>f povwty, aippjjg the middling and. 
ij^L%ior cjkfTe^ of the peopk in that kkig«* 
^tf^f vtrhich chiefly derived its fi)uroe from, 
the^^ults of its goverpm^t. As for the. 
pecj^ns of diftingi:ii(he4 italents and charac* 
ter who have appeared in Franpe, I, have 
IcMig pbferyedf ^^ith admiratioHir: as well as^ 
Mr; vBMfke, the Qiany great men who have« 
adorned thft fcountry ; and have remarked » 
the many exceUqpit qualities which were; 
mftnii^fted by^its intubitapts ; and for that« 
reaibn have I the more i:eg^ette.d» that fuch 
a nation ^ould j^ fub}e%d. to a gpvern* 
ment fb totally unworthy of it, as that 
Vol. III. H which 
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wfaicb ibl^M in ^tiUM belbte ^ i»» 
Voitttioi!!. 

Aftbx tiavi&g ^li>eii «' Vi^ faVbtnabltt 
abcouht of tHe (bate o^'Fnrriee previoiiar 
to the 'late icvola^Qiif iHn 'Biukt &y^f 
« WhetherihefyfteiJi, if it dierehreai fucli 
' « luime^ tio# built on ti^ mkis of tlut 
anitiibnt ineiiAithy, Wi8-I>dable to ^V6 » 
biittbr adcd^nt Of thfe |M){^ddii *a4 
wAilttt Of the comitrjr, which it fiai' 
takett undes iti^ carb^ ^ a nuttteir rerir' 

• MOUMi Iiiftead of^ itii|>toving bf tKe! 

< cliiingei I ap^ehekdj' that a I6hg ferl^ 

• of yearrnnift be bcM before ft'catt rcj* 
«*cbvdr iii ahjr ifegred the etefte 61^'this 
« phildiophiic itVdiuiidn, and befoHcf the 

< nation can be re^htded on its ibl-ill^l- jfbot'* 

• ing *'/ A confidcribfe fdai-city of i^ecfe 
aaj i^atirallj hairt htiax occafioned by 
mathy bf the. nob^til^^ - an^ othei' petfbm 

^ Reflexions on the Revolution in France, p. 196. 

■ • "of 
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of opuletace, . kkviiigM^tted tParisj uA 
ihcAf emigration tao&ti&iy for du prefent» 
,hftyp h^^n injurums to trade . and Vdom- 
merce. But thdGb. arfe teaiporary ewk, 
which it wjia imhK in the pbwec of *the 
Ni^ioo^l Afiemblx .'tQ' pceS^eht, iai ibr 
whicd^ they icaa .(l^i^rv^ oq cen&rd. (It may 
%}S3 be true, th^ th« {x^Utioii of fiance, 
upon, the whole, m&yifqj: the-p^ofeifrhe 
4flcroflfed. ■ But the.iiatioi^ willndtevenr 
.^llybi} the wodeiiQr being ideftctdd-iby 
ih^ j^neods (rf' dt^oofHor;) andttfaieiic clwbe 
no doiji^t, but that, when a.jGDeexaDnil£twtion 
(^ gpvemin^nt ; ha^ vbeieti &r ^iooie . iinae 
firmly e^UtA^ed* ;Ch^ wealthy: the ipdpu* 
ittioo, and the geashil pro^rity oif the 
kingdom, wi|l teceive a very; hi^ degree 
of aiigmentaticn. Un&yourable circum* 
flsinces m^t, hcnrevBr, atfirft natuni^ 
be expeded; (ot it oould.not.area^ba^ly 
b^ iuj^fedy that bleffings of fo,ineAiaia- 
Ha hie 
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Ue a valae, as thofe^ civil and religious 
Itber^ trbuU be obtained in fuch a tiotintry 
as France, without ibnie inconveniedCes^ 
.iome dangers, and ibnie iacrifices. 
'. 'Of ail the proceedings of the Natt<»ial 
Aflfembly<of France^ nothing ieems to have 
cxcitdib much indignation in Mr. Burke^ 
a& the confifi:atiOn' of the efbtes of the 
church; ;and he is e^ctremely defiroiis Hi 
•perfuading his correij[>ondent, that the- At^ 
|i&bitants.bf, this country in general; feel 
the.fame indignation diat he doesupOn the 
ixxl^BL: He affirms of the people <^£ng^ 
ia»l, that> they fee with horror and alarth 
f; that eriornious and ihameie& ad- of pro^ 
Ifcriptioni'^ij' ^d he alio ftys, *Iaflare 
t .ypu» that^ there is not one public man iii 
f thi? kingdom^ wholn you would wifh to 
% quote; no not joneof iay pairty or de- 
^fcription, who does not reprobate . the 

" ' ^ 'Reflexions oo the Revolution in France,^. 156. 

VdifllO**ft, 
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i boneft^ perfidious^ md cruel coniiica*- 
^ tion, which the .National Afifembly has 
t been compelled to make of that pro* 

* perty^ which it was their firft duty td 

• prqtea^"-' 

I sHouf^D be e:)(tremely unwilling to 
believe, that Mr. Burke has advanced 
what he ddes not himfelf fuppofe to be 
true^ but, I confeisy I can no more b^^ 
lieve, that the generality of the people of 
this country, or the more refpedable public 
men,; view thp fal<$ of the church laiids in 
Frances < ii^ thfe iame light that Mr. Burke 
4oes^ than I could believe an affertion, that 
the generality of the refpeftable puUic men 
in this country were Mahometans. I am fulfy 
convinced, that the gre9tei^,part of the peo* 
pie of this country, whether publbor private 
fnen, haye vieviied.thts tranfadioh without 
anyibc^ror, and with very £ttle alarm, and 

' *• kdfleffioAs ()n the 'Revolution in France/p. 156. 
^^' H ^ that 
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that \>y manfy it hi& jaeeii entir^ approved. 

M«<Sji bf Mr. Burke 'S reafontttg, am-' 

cofoing ihc prodbedings bf 'the NaCioisal 

AflenadsBy tied^)e£tirig the lands of the chtiric^y^ 

is inconclufive, bccaufe it is grouiided J«fp*>a 

apriociple that vetyftw perfobs m^H ^- 

ibit hefides himfeif; namely, that the pot* 

feflions <if the church were to be confidefr- 

ed in the &me %fat^ and as equally iacfed^ 

with private pix^erty« But in my caofn^ 

try, if large eftates, or incomes, are ap« 

propriated to the fuf^oit of a particular 

idi& tbf inen iti the community, '- for the 

diibharge of public offices, or f<X {drnc^ 

to bexfendcred to the commuoity, the in^ 

tdrpofitidn <>f the go^erdmetft, or 4egifla^ 

ture^ in the ^pproprKation at difp^Tai of 

£ich eftates, or snooixieis,. or 6vtti ^the fti^ 

«un.iaiid>vodhfifcati(Ai bf them, has akray^ 

boen/tconfidehad «& a i«ery different^ 'thing 

fjrom the iei;2&ure or.cpnfifcatiQn of private 

.. , < : property. 
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f tf e pe r ty ^'. For if larger incomcsjtrc ap« 
prc^riated to anj particular cla& of mtti^ 
^ fervkes, or (uppo&d fen^ccs, to the 
<x)mmiinit79 than k coi^ent with the ge» 
neral intereft; or if eftabliflitnaits exift^ 
Supported by large revalues, that are more 
detrimental than ^beneficial to a cornmu* 
tdty; in caies like tbefe, the legiflature 
liave an undoubted right to interpofe, and 
to adopt fisch meafures as ilial! be moft 
conducive to the welfare of the ftate. 

^ In one paflage, Mn Burke himfelf feems to be rf 
opinion, that the revenues of fuch inftitutions aa tfaoTe 
of monallerieSy were to be regarded in a different light 
from priyaie properly. For he fi^s, * In a ^ueftion 
^ of refbnnt^on, I always cooGder corporate bodies^ 
* whether fole or confiding of many, to be much 

< tnore fufceptible of a public direction by the 

< FOWER OF THE STATE, in THE USE OF THEI« 

^ FROPERTY, and in the regulation of modes and 
^ habits of life in* their members^ thin private citizens 
5 vrtt<;tB, or perh^ ought to be/ RefleAions, &c. 

H 4 Of 
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^ Ov the utility of ecclefisilical ^tzhli^^ 
mcnts in general, or pf the utility off ps^r- 
vticular ecplj^afligaleftabliihnients, dificr^nt 
.men will forin. di^er^t opinions. But 
thofe who beiieye, . that ecelefiafticisd pffe- 
blifliments, with large revenues, contribute 
much ^ore to tti^ perpetuation of. error* 
.aiid of fuper^ition, than tQ the adv^nq^r 
, ment of truth, and of xeal Chriflianity, 
rftuft differ YQry eflcntially frpna Mr. Burjce 
upon tl^is flibjed. However, as to the 
eccjefiaftical eftablifliment of France, when 
we confider the great degree of fuper- 
ftition that was connected ^ith that ^fta* 
blilhment, we may very properly regard 
what has been done re(peding the church 
lands in that kingdom, not as arifing from 
** wanton rapacity,*' but, in the language 
that Mr. Bprke has given to the advocates 
for it, as *• a great mcafiire of national 
M policy, a4opted to remove ?in cxteniivc, 

** • iiive- 



•^ iaveterate, fuperftitious mifchief *V' 
That many o£ the Galilean clergy wero 
men of confiderable learning, and of great 
perfbnal merit, ap. Mn Burke has ftated, 
I havi^ no doubt ; I always had that idea 
of thepa J but it does not therefore follow, 
that the ecclefiaftical eftablifliment of which 
they compofed a part, with all the fliper^ 
ftition attendant on it, and all its appen- 
dagi^s, could be (upported with benefit to 
the Frenph nation. 

As Mr. Burke feels great indignation at 
the fale of the church lands, ib he is alio 
extremely diflatisfied at the abolition of 
the monaAeries ^'. He thinks, that the 
monks were as well employed as many 
others, and feels a coniiderable reludbince 
>^ to difhirb the tranquil repofe of mo- 

^ Reflexions on the Revolution in France, p. 230, 
^ Ibid p. 232, 236, 237, 238. 

** naftic 
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** naftic quietude *♦•*• Many members^ 
however, of the National Aflembiy^ nught 
juftly confider ^ thefe vaft eftates,*^ as Mr. 
Burke himfetf iftiles them, ** of the cede* 
** fiaftic corporations *%** of the monafte- 
ries and nunneries, and odier inftitutions 
dr that Idnd,' as appropriated to the pur- 
poles of fuperftition^ and as extremely in« 
jurious to the community. Independently; 
therefore, of the benefit which the Aate 
might derive from the appropriation of 
thefe revenues, th^ might be led by the 
jpureft principles of patfiotifin, without 
being either Atheifts or Infidels, to concur 
in the abolition of theie inftitutions. But 
Mr. Burke is of opinion, that if it had 
been neceflBiry or proper to deftroy thefe 
monafteries, their revenues might have 
been employed in fonie 4iew inftitptipns of 

^ KcAtQhas an th^ Revolution an JFrznae, p. 237, 
* • *' Ibid. p. 163. 

a truly 
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a tmly benevolent and>piiblic*i|>irited na* 
tore**. They certainly might have been 
lb employed, and probably would, if the 
immtdiate necd&ties of the (bte had not 
Tendered iiich fchemes, at this dme, inex* 
pedient or impra^cable. 

Mr. Burke ibmetimes exprefles him* 
felf very flxongly concerning the irreligion 
and infidelity which have appeared in 
Fhtnce; but there can be no realbnable 
doubt, that it was from that fabric of 
Homifh fuperftition, which was fupported 
in IPrance by the revenues of the church 
in that kin^om, that much of the infi* 
delity, which has there been manifefted, 
derived its origin. Superftition and ab- 
fordity, fupported by eftabllfhed creeds, and 
ceremooialobfervances, which will not Aand 
the teft of any rational inveftigation, are 

^ RefleAions on the Revolution in France^ p. 232, 

natural 



QAturalj^urcc^ of fc^tici£b and infidolftjf^ 
When C^rifti^ity is : d0fonne4. by iupcrr 
ftition, ' or by cnthufiafiij, thofe « perfbns 
reje4): it with difdain, without exanpinatfpci 
or inquiry, who woyl^ have received ap^ 
embraced it chearfully and cor^Uially, if 1% 
had beep exhibited to difim \inadulterated 
and uncorruptedy with its native excetlr 
lence, in the original beai)ty and iimplicity 
with which it was; delivered by its divine 
authon 

Mr. BuKKE has £iid much concerning 
the importance of, religion in promoting 
the wel^re of iociety ;.and there ca^ be i^o 
doubt, but that real religion, the finccrc 
worlhip of the Peity, and the pradice of 
virtue, tends in a very high degree to ad- 
vance the ^ft iijterefts of men even in 
the prefent world* But I, fee nothing in 
the new conftitution of France, that is not 
perfcftly confiftent with the exigence of 

religion 



fdl^bn ih tiiat- country, or whicK^fliould 
even prevent the principles -of CSirHHanityi 
and thfe ptticepts which it enjoiAs;* froni 
being cCioW 'deadly and univei^y ad- 
hered ten: than. ttifey'hiiVe eVfer yet appeared 
tb be iri>'thirt"kirigdk)itti.' iBy the hew con- 
ftitCttion df FiiiftccJi-^eVer^ maa is' to be 
permittiai to worihip God actording - fo the . 
di€t4tc8 of h^<)wn confcience V and there 
wlSt^ht! fto itnpeditheht' to the nwft ex- 
tenfiivfe ahd^fucfcefiftil prdpagatioa* bf 't6i¥i 
gibus>tftSfli; ' Astbthedefign, whic^ Mr; 
Bufke implies ta&nofe* of HtHe 'French phiw 
kilbip^c^/ 4flr» ^tideavbunhg' ¥6 bring about^ 
thfe t«rtafeafc««8ii ofCh^lft^itty^Vithit is 
ik'^e^i^f v^ifch no-frfanV^d TC^^^^ 
Hevesiftsr^fliVihfe origin;^ ^&rf'*Wfrib>etiter-^ 
tain any* feridfiis apprehenfions. 
•^RELTdioKi ifo^far'as it can be prdttioted 
by any ecclefiaAical eflablithments, is cer- 

^ Rcfledions on the Revolution in France, p. ai8. 

tainly 
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Uaxdy chiefly promoted by the I^bpuis of 
the inienor clergy; axid the iofeiior said 
parochial ckrgy of France are intefidedt 
by the mw. arrangements^ to be. f^ced ia 
^ better fitus^tion than they were be^re^ 
But Mr« Bwrke ^ys^ that before.thq Frencl* 
r^c^tion, thore were about 9a huo^^il 
^twenty bifliops in that .)^iigdom^% 
Many perfbns, however, will probably be 
of opinion, that iuch^a number, of biihepey 
with large, income wi^ no^ neceiiary ftii 
th^ advancement of religioii in any ooim^ 
tiy- Mr, Burjce hwafelf ceo^^ ^that 
Sthc pd&ffioa&icf the; church,^ t^utMgjfai 
^ tlte^ patronage' qlf the. crown, generally 
« cbvqlyed upot^.tbe nobili^*. : Xhe \^ 
* Aoprics, and the. great commewl^orf 
^ abbies, were, with few exopptiDn&,.hidd 
•^ by that order *^' Is it then probaUe, 

" ^ Reflexions on the Revolution in France, p. m6. 
^ Ibid. p. 164. 

or 
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or Witt mj tdaoi fup|)dfc, that thak great 
edcl^^cflil |ioflGbffioti» wctrci in any.cooy 
(ideisble degree, tesSfy eod4)loyed idi tibe 
jirompCion : of piety and virtae?: Mft 
B«rke/ j^rin^ bis (^jr ^a F^nte^ !9!?ai 
enlightened oti the fubje^^of. huibandry 
b|f h» boaveriidioaB iwith .the Ctftfaufian 
poiikSvi:.and;ifotn .fiicb opnv^dF&tiom; he 
■dt^ poffiidy'*dflrive!.his )^^ dpi* 

taan 4£ jttioi^s^eiies^' andiiii rdgr^t ^ their 
4i(fei«tfdri; btit whether finmi his G(X)yer«ft 
fiuion&idirildifihe tibble^and ri^t rever^ 
ffselateSy whooi he dlfa;ibttt with iti France; 
he derived any very copious' ki£»madoii 
of the lutisr&aiid fuccefi of their lal£nir$ 
i» didptotaoodon of religiofi|.we afe uiin 
^e 10 determiiie. 

fti^ BtfftKS feems to fuppoie, that the 
S^rimeh^ kk cciniequenc^ of the late revdiu-* 
tion, will lofe not only their religion, but 
their trade, theur manu£idureS| and even 

their 
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their learning ^""J After thefe (Irange fop 
pofitioiis, which are juft as probable as title 
tales in the Arabian Nights Entertainments, 
Mr« Burke alksy i^aking of the French \ 
nation in this imaginary degraded itate^ 
\ Wh»at fort of a tlung muft be a nation , 

* of grols, ftupid^ ferocious, . and at the 

* lame time poor and fordid barbanans^ 
' deftitute of religion, honour^ or inaal|r 
1 pride, po0effing' nothing at pcdCeht, and 
^ hpping for. nothing hereafter ^ * ?• . He ^is 
^i{^»:«henfive, that the French nadon are 

* ^ing £ift, and by thefliorteft cut, to 
^ that faorriUe and difguftful iituation/ 

* Already/ he adds, fithere apficars a po- 
^ verty- of conception, a coarfend^ . and 

* vulgarity in all the proceedings of th/e 

* Affeibbly, and of ail their inftru^rs. 
f Their liberty is not liberal. Their fcij 

•• Rcfleflidns on the Revolution in France, p. iiS. 
»« Id. ibid. ♦ : 

• ence 
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' ehce is prefumptuous ignorance. Thcii^ 
^ humanity- is favage and brutal ^*/ This 
is the character given by Mr* Burke of the 
National Aflernbly- of France, a legiflative 
body, .who have manifefted a greater de- 
gree of intelledu^l illumination, a more, 
ardenlzeal for the general intcrefts of the 
comniunity^ and for the principles qf Juft. . 
and equal -liberty, and: who have exhibited 
more noble and fubUme views, than any 
other body of men invefled with power iii 
that country^i from the foundation of the 
Frisneh monarchy to the prefent hour* 

In ftating his objeftions to the new 
conftitutlon of Fraiice, Mr. Burke inti- 
mates his apprehenfions, that foreign ftates 
will not ferioufly, enter into negociations, 
relative to peace or war^ with the Frenph 
king,, or with, his ijiinifter^, .\yhile their 

** Reflcfitions on the Reioolution in France, p. I18. 

Vol* IIL I power 
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power is fo fimitcd as it is at prefent^V 
There can, howcveri be na doubt, but 
that foreign powers will readily enter inta 
negociations with the French nation, or 
with any miniftcrs, or executive offi€ers,r> 
that they Ihali appomt, when their con** 
iHtution is fully eftabliflied. Mr/Burke 
remarks, that the French minifters have 
already experienced the inconveniencids of 
their fituation, in the courfe of theli* pro*- * 
ceedings relative to the differencfes between 
Spain and Great Britain^^*: but this wa& 
probably merely oqcaiionicf by the*circum- 
ftancfe of th6 French conftitutibn being hot 
yet finally adjiifted. In no country, im-^- 
mediately after a revolution, and before 
the pubKc affairs are fully fettled, tian it 
be expeflred, that the executive bufinefs of 
government will be adihinift^rfed with the' 

^ Rcfle£tioas on the Revahnion in France, p. ^94- 
^ Ibid., p. 296, 

fame 



KkmQ cafe, and the fame regularity, a9 
during a period of greater tranquility*, 
A& to. I^c Burke's appreheniions of the 
intrigues of foreign powers in the .National 
Affembly^ this is an evil that might lu 
a^ great degree be a^^oidied l^ proper laws 
and regulations ; and does not appear to^ 
be of fb daqgerpus^a tendency^ as entruft- 
iug the power of ipaking war or peace to 
particular individuals, who may plunge 
nafipns into hoftilities, for no other reafon^ 
b\it the mere gratification of their own, 
prid? apd ^laabition* 

Mit« BunKLB is very copious in his re-^ 
marks on the mode of elefting the mem- 
bers of the National Affcmbly, and on 
the defcriptions pf men of which it is. 
<X)mpofcd. He particularly obje(3:s to Cot 
great a number of pradlitioners of the law' 
being returned, nor is he fatisfied that there 
ihould be fo many phylicians and country 
la clergymen. 



clergymen. The rcprefcntation of the peo^ 
pie of France in the National AffembljF 
appears, however, notwithftanding all Mr*. 
Burke's objedibns, to be very complete 
arid comprehcnfive ; men of all ranks and 
profeffions, are reprefented, and returi^d. 
as members; and there ieems no good 
rtafbn why we Ihould fiippofe^ that thefe. 
country divines^ V and pradUtioners of:Iaw 
' , .andj 

*5 Mr. Burke fometfmesprofcfles a great re(pe£l for 
the church, and fbr churchmen, whether of France or of 
England: but it would not be eafy to point out a inoi% 
uncgndid, aot to lay unjuft, ftatement, i'elative to a 
confiderable body, of refpefiable French clergymen,^ 
than occurs in a paflage of. Mr. Burke's haok«. Speak- 
ing of the eleAion of the reprefentatives of the,clergy 
to the TiEi^s Etat, he fays, * That eledion was fo' 
^ contrived, as to fend a very large proportion of mere- 
' country curates to the great and arduous yrotk o{> 
* new-modelling a ftate; men who never had feen the 
^ ftate fomuch as in a piAuNi; men who knew np- 

■ ^ thing 
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iad phyfte^ will aot, jbo fay the leaft, make 
full as good legiflators^ (as many of thofe 
fox-hunters and Iportfmen, who have often 
appeared in the former parliaments of 
Cfre^^t Britain; and who have been much 

* thing of the world beyond the bounds of an obfcurc 

* vfllage ; who, immerfed in hopelefs poverty, couM 

* regard all prop€rty> whether fecular or ecclefiaftical> 

* with no other eye than, that of envy ; among whom 

* :muft be *MANy, who, for the smallest hope 

* of THE MEANEST DIVIDEND IN PLUNDER, WOuld 

*^ readily join in any attempts upon a body of 
'< wealth, in which they could hardly look to have 

* any fhare, except in a general scramble/ 
JRe FLECTIONS, &c. p. 67. It ca.n hardly be fup- 
^Ced, that any of tjie Frencb Atheists, . or 
Infidels^ would have attempted to jgiye a moro 
difhonourable account than this of their clergy. It 
may not -be imprc^er to obferve here, that the perfons 
whom Mr. Burke, according to- the French phrafe- 
ology, terms curates, are the fame clafs of men, who 
in England would be termed redlors, or vicars; ia 
jpther words^ the parochial clergy. 

I 3 mort 



more attentive to /the preferVatioti df th$ 
game, than to the prefefrvation df the ii- 
t)erties, or td the promotion of th$ interefhi 
bf their country. If the people of FVahce, 
hi returning their members to the National 
Aflembly, are apt to (hew a preference, for 
profeffibnal men, that i^ no prefumptive 
argument of any propenfity in the French 
Tiation to a difregard of literature, or in* 
attention to its ufe and its advantages. 
As to the French clergymen, who are re-» 
turned, Mr. Burke himfelf informs us, 
that he met with many men of learning 
and merit among the fuperior French 
clergy; and there can be no reafonable 
doubt, but that there are alio many meft 
of merit among the inferior clergy, who 
will difcharge the truft repofed in them, as 
members of the national affcmbly, with 
integrity and With ability. , 

^ Whetheh 
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WnsTHER in the new conftitutioii of 
'France iu^cient care has been takcn^ to 
*keep the legi£lative and * the executive 
powers diftinft, or whether there are any 
material defeds in the conftitution, I pre- 
tend not to decide. A man may approve 
of the great principles on which the revo- 
lution has been conduded, and may thinjk 
very highly of the general views and con- 
dud of the National Affcmbly, without 
ia|)proving of every particular meaftire that 
they may have adopted. If any defeds 
ihould be difcovered in the new conftitu- 
tion of France, there is fo much informa* 
tion, knowledge, and good lenfe, diffufed 
throughout that nation, .that there is little 
realbn to doubt, but that thefe defeds.will 
be redified, and fuch a conftitutioti finally 
eftablifticd, as will in an eminent degree 
promote the freeclom and the happinefs of 
the people. Whatever new arrangements 
I 4 they 



they may make in their mode of governs 
ment, there can be no realbn to apprehend^i 
that {o enlightened a people will ever de- 
icend, from the felicity and the dignity of 
frcedoni, to the wretchednefs and the dis- 
honour neceflarily attendant on a defpotic 
government. • 

Mr. Burke's *^ Refleftions; on the 
♦^ Revolution in France," is a very Iplen- 
did compofition in point of language ; . he 
often difplays a very luxuriant imagina- 
tion ; but he is extremely deficient in juft 
reafbning. He has a great profufion of 
rhetoric, but is very far from having an 
equal proportion of logic ; and his ftate- 
cnent of fafts, or what he relates as fa6ls, 
relative to the French revolution, has often 
much more of the appearance of an hif- 
torical romance, than of a juft or impar- 
tial account of the real' ftate of things. 
P^efides his tropes and figures, he has taken 

grcav 
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great pains to engage the paffions of hh 
readers in oppbfition to the French revo- 
lution. He has a great diflike . to Old 
Jewry fermons; but I have never met with 
any Old Jewry fermon that contained fo 
much of the falfe pathetic, as is to be 
found in this publication of Mr. Burke. 
With a very fine imagination, he appears 
to labour under ftrong prejudices; and, 
indeed, of all writers, antient or modern, 
he is the moft eloquent and ingenious ad- 
vocate for the utility and the advantages 
that refult from prejudice ^^. 

iN^the courfe of his book Mr.* Burke 
has repeatedly exprefled a high veneration 
for kings, and no inconfiderable degree of 
f everencc for the order of nobility. There 
was, however, a time, when he did not 
appear tq have iiich a profound Telpeft 

?• Reflcdlions on the Revolution in France, p. 129, 

cither 
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^ther for kings or nobles. In his vciy 
jmafterly fpeech, in 1780, on prefcnting to 
tdie houfe of commons a pkn for the 
^reform ^f the civil lift ^eftablilhment, he 
^bfervesy that ^' kings, are naturally lovers 
^* of low <:ompany ^^;;" and in the iamc 
^eech he aHb {ays, that ** many of the 
*' nobility are as perfedly willing to a<9: 
^' the p?rt of flatterers, tale-bearers^- para- 
*^ fites, pimps, and buffoons, as any of 
^^ the loweft and vileft of mankind can 
*' poffiWy he''."^ I do not in the leaft 
controvert the truth of Ihefe pofitions cf 
Mr. Burke ; but I rauit obferve, that they 
certainly tend to diminifh that ** awe,** 
with which, he feys^ W£ " look up to 
"** kings '^^,'* andlbmewhat of that profound 
reipeft which he feems incUned to recom- 

^^ Speech of Edmund Burie, Efq; p, 68. Hvo, ifScu 

'* Ibid. p. 69. 
^ Reflc£Uons on the Revolution in France, p. 128. 

mend 



*tf^ hr Ihlo ttdbilfty ; and ti> lead tfs » 
thiiikj \hsLt ftd pbweri tor privile^ oiiglft 
to be coriferrecj oit cither kings 6r IcD^r^fe, 
that tttajr probably ht employed not tb t!hfc 
benefit, but to the injtky of the eomw 
jnunity. 

As Mr. Surke has given a vefy injuri* 
/ous reprcfentation of the proceedbgs of 
the National Affembly of France, and of 
the Revoluti?)h in that country, fo4ie has 
alfo given an account of the Revolution in 
England, in 11688, that is highly difho- 
fiourable to our anceftors, and tepugnaiit to 
the tnoft i?mportant principles of the feri- 
tifli conftitution. He particularly labours 
to refute the opinion, that the crown of 
England is derived from^ the choice of the 
people, ^nd contends in very ftrong terms 
for a claim of hereditary right; and what 
is Angularly curious, he grounds his argu- 
ments, in fupport of this claim, on the 

circum- 
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xiircumftanceB and events that atten4ed an4 
were confequent to the Revolution* H^ 
:^aks of the ad of fettlemeot, as intends 
cd to form an eftablifhment, to iecure that 
1^04 of fucceffion, which Jvsras ^* to pret 

^^ CLUDE A CHOICE OF THE PEOPL;^ 

^ FOR EVER^^'i and of the ^ Declaration 
f' of Rights (the aft of the ift jof Wil,- 
*^ liam and Mary, feff. 2. ch. 2.)" he 
izys^ that it " is the corner-ftone of our 
^^ conftitution, as reinforced^ explained^ 
** improycd, and its fundamental principles 
** FOR EVER SETTLED^'/' He alfo Ipcaks 
of the rights and liberties of the fubjedl, 
and the (uccefEon of the crown, as being 
*« bound indiiGTolubly together ^%" as if the 
liberties of the people would ceaic to exift^^ 
if there were any alteration of the heredir 
tary fucceffion, 

- ^ Refledions on the Revolution in France, p. 33. 
»* Ibid p. 21, *» Ibid. p. 22. 
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The whole tenor cf our hiftory wiflf 
ijievy, that a clailpi to the crown founded 
merely , on hereditary right, without the^ 
(soncurrdnce and apptobiation of the,peo-- 
|>le and the . parliament, is ^an abfvird 
€laim, . which can never be fupported. At 
leaft feven inilances occur, ^ from the time 
of William the Norpaan to the prefent 
period,, in. which the regular line of here- 
ditary fucceflion Has* been broken /^^ ; and 

thele- 

•* William I. commonly called the Conqueror,. wfi(^ 
may Be coilfi^ered as at the heact of that facred line of , 
hferedit^ry fuccfeffion, for which Mr. Bdrke fcems to' 
hkve fo much reverence, was the baftard fon of 
RoJ)crt, dukd df Normandy. He was not fucceeded* 
by his eldeft Ton, but by a younger fbn, generaHjr 
known by the name of William Rufus, and he wa«- 
;ifterwards fuccceded by Henry L the youngeft fon of 
William I. though Robert, the eldeft fon of the 
Conqueror, was yet living. Henry L left a daughter, 
Maud, who was married to the emperor Henry IV. 
b«t (he did^not fiiccecd. to the crown of England, but 

the- 
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thelfe deviations have been repeatedly ftil* 
thorizecl! by expre& a^s dT the kgiflatuFe< 
Indeed, thofe who attend to the fre^ueney 
with which thefe dievis^tions from the order 
of lineal lucceffion occur in our hiftory^ 
can hardly avoid feeling fbme aftonifti- 
xnent, that any man fhould even dream of- 
the " unbroken unity ^*'' of the fiicceflioa 

C^e throne was afcended by Stephen, earl of Bloisj^. 
who was the fon of Adela, the fourth daughter of 
V^Tiliiam I. Stephen was fucceeded by Henry Planta* 
eenet> W to the empsefs Maud. Ri(;hard II, yrsL» 
dethronedjp and was l^^cc^eded by Hen^y, duke of 
L^ncaftef, fou of Joha of Qai^nt. tienry VI. was 
d^ron^, and fiiccqedpd by Edwardj djike of York, 
ufider th^ title of Edward IV. Sioop after that prince's 
desth, Richard, duke of Gloqccrfler, mounted the 
throne^ under the title of Richard II L He was 
killed in Qofworth field, and fqccqeded by Henry VII. 
whqfe title to the crown could be very ill fupported 
uiM>a any principles of hereditary fucceflion. 

♦♦ Mr. Bufke iays, that the princefs Sophia was 
named in. the a6)t of fettlement, << that the monarchy 

" might 
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to the cro^vn of Englaiid. The truth fg^ 
that the people of this country have inr 
general preferred an hereditary liiccefliott' 
of thfeir princes, in order to avoid thofe 
tumults and convulfions which might be 
attendant on an ele<ftive monarchy. But the 
deviations from a regular, hereditary fuc* 
ceflion, are fo many, as to aflbrd fufficient 
evidence, that it was the fehfe both of the 
people and the parliament, from the earlieft 
times to the prefent, that they had a right 
to alter the order of fuccefflon,. wherievcs: 
the fafety and welfare of the nation fliouIA 
irequire it. 

The bill of exclusion, which pafled the 
houfe of commons in 1680, affords a^ 
full proof of the general fenfe of the na- 
tion at that period, of the right of par- 
liament, as a£ling for the people, to change 

^y might preJerve an ummoksh unity theough 
<^ Aki, AGBS." Refl€£bioas> &c. p. 34« 

the 
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tiie order of fucceffioh. There Was at tlial 
time no law which excluded a Papift from , 
the throne; and James, duke of York^ 
was then the next heir to the crown, ac- 
cording to the order of lineal fucceffion. 
But, by the Excluiion bill, it Was enafted, 

* That James, duke of York, Albany^ and 

* Ulfter, Ihould be incapable of mheriting 

* the crowns of England, Scotland, and 

* IreMnd, . with the dependencies ; and of 

* enjoying any of the titles, rights, prero-« 
^ gatiyes, and revenues, belonging to the 

* faid crowns.' In the debates upon this 
'bill, it was repeatedly obferved in the 

houfe of commons,' that ** the fucceflibn 
*^ to. the crown had been formerly often . 
*^ changed by ads of parliament.;" ana 
Mr. Hume, who was no great friend to the 
claims of the people, nor a very impartial 
reporter of parliamentary debates on the 
(ide of the people, yet ftatesj^ in his ac-- 

count 
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ccrnat of the debates on the bill of Exclu- 
iion, the foUowmg as fotnc of the argu- 
ments t^en.ufcd by the advocates fqr that 
bill;:/ In Engkndj the legiflatiye power is 

* lodged in king, lords,, and cprt^mons, 
^ which comprehead eve^y order of ,.thc 

* community : And there is no pretext for 
. * exempting . any cifcumftance of: govexn- 
> men^notpyenthefuccefiion^of (h^ crpwn, 

* from fb full and decifive a jurifdi^tiwi ^\ 
-;• V ^ . ' • .* Even 

•♦ Sir Thoihas Smith;,' who ^s fecretary of ftate 
in the reign of queen Elizabeth, exprefles himfelf in 
the following terms concerning the power and au- 
thority of parliaments, in his Treatife of the " Com<o 
** mon-wealtb of England :" * The parliament abro- 

* gateth old laws and maketh new; giveth order fqr 

* things paft, and for things hereafter to be followed ; 

* changeth right and poffeflions of private men, legi- 
< timat^th baftards, eftablifheth forms of religion, al- 

* tereth weights and meafures, giveth form of 
VsuccBSsiON TO THE CROWN, defineth of doubtful 

* right, whereof is no law already made ; appointeth 
.VpL. III. K ^ * fub- 
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* Even 'fexprcfe dctlaraiibins liave, hi thh 

* partictilar, been made of parliamentary 
^ atuthbrity : inftahces have occflrifed, 

* where it has been exerted: and though 
r< prudential feaibn& mayjuftlybe alleged^ 

* why fech innovatitihs fliduld .never 
^ be attempted but on extitlordinary od- 

* cafions, the power and right ari& 

.^ FOR EVER VEStED IN THE COlrfMXf- 

Mrf. Burke remarks^ that * If ever 

* there was a time favourable for eftabliih- 

^ fubfidies, tailles, taxes, and impofitions; giveth 

* moid free pardons and abfolutions, reftoreth in blood 

* and name ; as the higheft court, condemneth or ab* 

* folveth whom the prince will put to that trial. And, 

* to be Ihort, all that ever the people of Rome might 

* do, either in Centuriatis Comitiis, or Tribunitiis, 

* tke fame may be done by the parliament of 

* England.' Smith's Common- wealth of England, 
p. 77. edit. Lond. 1633- 

*' Hiftory of England, vol. VIII. p. i32# edit. 
8vo. 1763. 

^ ing 
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< ing the principle, th;at a.^ng of popular 
' choice, was die only legal king, without 

< all doubt it was at the Revolution ".* I 
agree with Mr. Burke, that this was a yciy 
favourable time for that purpofe; and 
tlunk, that more ought to have been done 
in fiipport of the rights of the people, 
than was done at that period, and that 
additional fecurities ihould have been re* 
quir^ by the nation, in order to prevent 
future abufes of power, or exertions of 
regal tycanny. When, therefore, I join 
with others in commemorating the Revo- 
lution, I do not do it as commemorating a 
tranfai^ion, by which the people obtained 
all that they have a right to clain), but as 
an event upon the whole very favourable 
to liberty, and by which the rights of the 
people were more clearly aicertained than 
at any preceding period. This is a very 

•*JRefle£lions on the Revolution in Fnnce^ p. 23. 
K a jufl 



/J 
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jiift grburid for Commemorating *Ke'Rew 
Itition, though we may ^havc a full: coh- 
i4aio«, that it was attendbd with ddFe^^,' 
and haVc a fihcere defirc, ichatthofe defciSIs 
ikould^'be re6!ified. ^ - : , ./: 

^ Mr. ' Burke fays^ * -So^ fer is it <from ' 
*t1>erng true, that We acquired a right- by- 
*- the RevolutidnVto eleft^our^kirigsi tfhat 
*'tf Vire had t>ofreHcd it bdfore, the Engliih 
'^ hatiou did at that tinfe ** moft folemiily 
*^ renounce ^ikI ab'ificate it, for themfelves 
^f and fefr all their pofterity for evfer *^^^' 
Thh fhofl ftrange idea is grounded on the' 
«9: of fucceflion, by whicli the parfiamcrit, 
ih^the language generally Aifed in fiich adls, 
tend themfelves, ** their heirs and their 
^pofterity "^^/V But it i^ n<!>t to be fup- 
^fed, > that they had ahy juft claim, or 
that they imagined they had any claim, 

' •'^ Refiedions on the ^Revolution in France, p. 27. 
^VIbid.p. 33. ' 

to 
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to bind tlic people of England, in any 
matters important to the community, in 
fuch a manner ds could not hereafter be 
altered. The claim would have been _^b- 
filrd: but thfey conceived, from the autho- 
rity with which they were in vetted, tlhat 
they had a right to make fuch arrange- 
ments', refj^efting the lucceffion,^ t)r aiiy 
other* impbrtant Ipoints mentioned -in the 
aSi' as they judged to be ^beneficial' to ^he 
iiatiqii; and that thefe arrangemeiitsifliottl^ 
be biiidiiig upon the nation, till Ibnie other 
alteration 'fliould be made by the fame 
authority; that is, by the authority of the 
pec^le and parliament of England: But, 
indeed, the competehcy oi parliament to 
alter the fucceffion, and to make hew laws 
^nd regulations' conifernlng it, 'his been 
eflablilhed by an exprefs a^ of the legi*. 
flature, and it< Has been made higWy p^al 
to advancf a, contrvy dpftrine; for ^by 
K 3 an 
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an a^l paffed ia the fixth year of the rcigtt 
of queen Anne, it was enaded, that if any 
perfbn fliould affirm, • That the kings or 

• queens of this ^ realm, with and by the 
^ authority of parliament, ajre. not abie t^ 
^ make laws and ftatutes of iufficient force 
^ and validity to limit and bind the cro>yn> 
^ and the defcent, limitation, inherita^nc^, 
^ and government thereof, every fuch per- 
^ ion or peribns fliaU incur the dangctr 
^ and penalty of praemunire, mentioned in 

• ihc ftatute of jiraemunire^ made* in the 

• fixteenth year of the reign of king 
« Richard the Second ''.' 

It is obferved by Mr. Burke, that ia 
the " Aft declaring the Rights and Libera 
^* ties of the Subjedt, and fettling the Sue- 
<* ceffion of the Crown,'* commonly called 
the Bill of Rights, • not one word is laid, 
^ nor one fuggeftiofi made, of a general 

•• Cay's edition of the Statutes, vol. III. p. 549, 

* right 
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♦ right ** ta otipofe our own goyempysj 
< to caihicr them for mifcondudJ: ; zty^ tg 

* form a government foj; ofurfelves^^'* 
8»t thd? i<tea5 were in reality necelT^rily 
implied in the a^^ though not diredly m^ 
particularly 6xpreiie4« In this zd; it jb j^t^c), 
^hat the declaration 9od rgfpfeitiw, by which 
Wjlliam and M^ry w^e raifed to the throne, 
were made by the " lords spiritual aflid tjengb 
^^ poraly and conoinons ^dl^bled at ]iyejby 
V -minfter, lawfully ai^dfrei^ly EEPj^jBsyNTr 

*^ I»G Ahh r^E §STAT?S OP TffE JPEQ? 

I* PLE OF THjis REAjiff •^'A It was hyk theijr 
authority that the crown yras trap^crre^ 
from^iMng James the ^epond to |h?; princf 
and prinpels of Orange. This was cer» 
tain^y,a claim i^a^e and afferted by the 
nationy or by the parliament ;a<3:ing: in their 
name, and by thcj^r authority, of ^ right 
of chpofing their owfi governoris. For if 

*^ Refleftions on the Revolution in France, p. 2i.' 
K 4 they 
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the/ had a right to dethrone James, ahd 
to confer the^ crown on the -prince' of 
Orange,- who was not the lineal -fucceflor, 
tjiey had-ah equal right to talse abyHother 
perfon/ li tbey^had judged it feef^feeiklto 
tiitf todioh. ' Whether they would' choc^ 
Williain, ^tWfc of Orange, or any bther 
pet&n^ was not a qtieftion of rights b6t 
of' f olitk&l ei^pedifentJy: ' Wilii^atfe- S^ ^ITe 
JN^ary, ^ who a^roached^' more* -nc^yi to 
the ehaitiSCT cif-^i^lliYie^ 
hulBandJ'^ though ' rtiadS flominalfy q^deii, 
ii^^cS^Mdedi b^HHi^'^ ftf jttHfeJrtent 
W&Wk'Mfedtlfem' t6 flie^thrd^^^^ £r6m«al 
aUthoHty; fork'M^^xpref$lyeia*aicl,^*hit 
** theehtirfr, perfeft, andfuU exercife bf'the 
♦* royal power and government, ^fHould fee 
•* orily^ii; and executed iby his n*ajdffiy.-^^' 
' BkFORt WiHiani and Mary were raifed 
to the throne, it was debated' in both 
houfes, " Whether there was not an ori- 

" ginal 



'* ginaicoritradbctiv'e^ri'firig 'indpcoplcf'* 
an(I in Ho'ds tioufe's' it "^^s^ ieTohecf ' 5rf' tf^fc 
^fferniative: " By^^H-^Sbtifes- A-'ilySs re«. 
T<rfvi«iai -•¥f#liat42fi'g^'jktife«'had i>r«^ 
•"' ori^al^'ihtraa??!' '-JHSiitifKMi tKefe^Vdtfe 
'wis grounded tlie <ikaf '^iutii)ni^ tHettlfc 
"ihrone ^»%9^b«ciiteae>v«ife^i«J ' In iM Ibdl^f . 
'riglftsj'^he'adte'bf mlJMdda'.slfiaEV**^^ , 
^ of king jamd'It '<Ve«> ^tMUt^ ^e*; 
iia W6 ' whb!e^^W'gtdiceeaiiig8/''<kfe«i 
together ■-'^butilfeiiritb^'a %H^ii(Fex]^t 

"■amm^<k;-iiizt a'ilin^#Englaf^'fA4ht, 

-cofifti^^flonJOfy, be^6Hironed Bf^jrfatfhy ; 

or, ift'Vifthcr words, feSr^ a "^oiatioh dfltlie 

' t'6htl^a ' ft8tw<ieii'oto- and tKtf '{Jedple. 

f iMid'^f'tW pafHSgfe^^f JEhgiahJ'jffftfy 

' 'daiii^<f,^aft3 C3fer<iifea, ar tight of det&itn- 

<^itrg a^*ii^for ty*^rinjr,J^hd of 'apiwAriting 

"w'hofe they pleafedto fucceed hl'm;"^there 

xari be no doubt, but that they have art equal 

right to make fuch alteratipn^ in their ad^ 

> miuif- 
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impij(b'atk>n, or ix^ode of govemoaeat, as they 
ihfill judge to be moft; adv$mtageQQS to the 
.cpngtoivinity.. It mayalfi) be obfenred, ^at 
M^he parliament andTpeop||3 odfEnglafid ^ad 
a x\^X9 . fJetbiSftP Jame? . t^ .Sp<»nd for 
«y«Bfty ajid ijjifcw^fSI, thex;^K^,an e<i>»l 

^Ithef ; ^ipaily,. in .feijija? oiircvi»ft»iy;e5 ;. 3Ad 
;^ ^P 4egf W pf^ ty^DnjfiaB^/jqifcmwJufft, 
i»^fh.yrpi;W inftify/lbem iftil^d^iji f#, 

, i • I^-iiP^WW, %^ ,ri^^ *, tl^e ,llf^qhnilofx 

* jml;aW6 , Ia\«rs ,. a^t^ .^bfirtie?* ; aiid: that 
• , Aif {TifiWT Qoi?ftj^)tjoi?; of .;g<pver|ifn^t, 
« , i^iqhk is pur fi9i# f*?u^i?fTX.fpr law and 
« ^berty '?*, . BvJt is .tlwr^ a jtngfl, of,ieBfc in 
the kingdoqa, excepting Mr,, Bwfce^ wfho 
can poffibly;be of opinipn, t^t at iu9h a pe- 
ripd as the Revplijitipn, the people, had not 

»• Rcfleftiwis on the Revolution in France, p. 44. 

a right 
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a right to adc^t every meafure that would: 
tend to promote the general, intere^ and^ 
freedom of the nation; or that we have 
no othdr fecurity for law ^nd Ub^rtyf or 
no other claim to our ri^s^ but what i$ 
merely grounded on the condu^^, or thf^. 
acquiiitions of our anceftors? Our tnge-^ 
nious author, indeed, takes abundant pains 
to point out the advantages of qlaixpijig 
our rightsic not from reaipn, or from nan 
turei bu$ from: iNHEUTANCB. Inanag^ 
in whi^h wea,are led to i^rutinize e^^a^f 
into the nature of government^ a^d.tg 
trace it to its firft princi^b^y he would lead 
them to t^e id^as of barbarous aud Go*. 
thic ages^ JSftd to antient £iperftitiofEtSy 
which t^cn tim votaries pf Popery nqW; 
find it necdiary to abafidoii* An appeal; 
to the rights of men, if pjoiecuted to iHf 
natural and legitimate coniequences, will 
give liberty to the whole human race;. 

but 



but dtt apfteal itb^ the Tights lajn^ privileges 
of 'dneeiftor&^facfa' rights' and privileges aso 
can 'be- clearl)^ ^and: diftindly- ifcertamed' 
at«l e^eviefl, Witt' giVe ^ liberty bflly ' to sn 
fttiaU part otttieyhiinfp^cfe^, 'atnd tiiSidti 
of what is^^iiitt^flufiifc^ted ^*#be/tteice^iiy! 
defeaive^d^fiiitjeHKa.'f''" '^'^ •'""'■- : -•■•. 
• 'mJ 'rit/kfekr '6bferv«s, ' thkt^'revdutkJHis^ 
« ' ^fi ji^ely, 5Kevir,''«e -tJ^^ttftea' WithiJ 
«■' dut^'foite •" ' SHd'^af " -n* "^oei^emrteWP 
•^'Vdofd ftantf ^^AiBMiit^^ iF^l't 68uU 'bt? 

^^aia'ind6fifttt6','as%i 3pinf«»"df i»tbicdi*Ai 

«^^ iJt/cT »^f'^fi It' -feriiflii,! Mti!ifeJ»bliiittoia) 

Otipit^'tobt^B'liifr^fitfcekiplsg*/ ;ofl k:<sdui«! «B 

fiSffi%'iiifliiHce^#'«iifedndtt«a ias^overiii^ 

mehtr'.aiid th^^t^'Uttli^ Afiilbfi txy ajffir^' 

lifehdr'th^ anf ^itjiiinpts of(t6kt )kind ^illt 

lie made ^n &c)i ia ,gromidv £ Nations, do; 

..•■ r- - ;.■..•'.-> . •'• ;- r f ..; ,. . ., 
" Reflexions gn the Revolution in France, p. 38, 

' not 



Txk dtffironfe'tti^^yrt^ bot fbi fcftne im- 
pOTtint'.redferf^'^W fiij^rf exttnfionS of 
iibWei', of flagrant vikilMtlAs of the diities 
of 'thetegil'^Be: ' Mf. tocte juftly re- 
JElkffoJ fliat * Revtautic^s^hiippfeti' iiot upon 
' every * lit^-'-Jjikmifiiagemeni' of- public 

* 'afifeiiis. '*--dfeitr mlMtes^ih' the ruling 

* '^it, waAy wTOflg "and iiictohvenieftt laws; 
*ina ill t^^'if^y^'hfihiak' 'frailty, will 
*^i)e'1jort'e by tiie people ^without ^rnutiny 
■•^ibr' ifatfrdiar. But if d lohg 'frain' oT 

* abuies,' prevarications,' ' ahd""ai-tifices, all 
*'iiehding the fame wayV make the defigii 
"•"'vili^lle to thfe i)eOpleV 'arid they cannot 
^ but feel what^ they -'Ife under, and fee 
*'whither ^ey are going j it is not to be 

* \Vbnder^d,' 'that they 'fftodd thfeii' rouzc 

* them&lves, and endeavour to 'put the 
^ *'rule iti?o%ch hands ^hich may fecure 

^^'to them the ends for wliich^ government 
\ was at firft ere£ted ; and without which, 

^ antient 



^ antieat lumes, and ipccious fonns^ are 

< fo far from being better^ that they are 

< much worfc than the ftate of nature, or 
^ pure anarchy ; the inconvemences being 
^ all as great and a$ near, but the remedy 
* farther off, and more difficult^*.' 

On a fiiU confideration of. all that has 
been advanced by Mr. Burke, on the fiibjeA 
of the Revolution in England, in 1688^ 
w^ may venture to affirm, that his ac* 
coimt of that tranfadtion, ^ and his fhte* 
ment of the principles on which it was 
efieded, and which reiult from it, are not 
grounded upon the ideas of our anceftors, 
nor upon the ideas of thofe who were the 
moft inftrumental in bringing about that 
great event ; and that they are contrary to 
all juft fentiments refpe(^ing the rights of 
human nature, and the true origin and 
dcfign of civil government. Mr. Burke 

^ Treatife on Civil Government, Book IL § 325. 

has 



has mimAttd bis a{)p!4hetl{idnSy thstt thd 
French natioh teve f6fined erroneous ideas 
bf the opinidHS aild <^(^fitiotts df thfe 
people of "Ehglaiid, fi^om *^ certain publican 
•Vtioiis^'/* Which have appeared in this 
couiltry ; meaning, apparesLtly, the pubU^ 
cations of the Conftitutional and the Re« 
voluticm Sddetifts. Bot» I muft confed, 
that. I have i!6et with no publications that 
Appeared to. me ib grofily to mifreprefent 
the ientiments and dilpofitions of the peo* 
pie of England^ reipe&ing either the late 
French Revolution^ or our own Revolution 
in 1688, as Mr. Burke^s '^ Ilefle^ons on 
** the Revolution^ in FraftccV* • 

It is aflerted by Mr. Burke, that the 
body of the people of England Utterly 
diiclainiy and will refift the practical a^r* 
tion of "with their lives and fortunes,** 
thofe principles, which Dr. Price has ftated 

^* Refleftions on the Revolution in France, p. 126. 

to 
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>f ,ott]t,ow».jg<^y<fmprCr.to.;Cajgi?i9{;)th^^ for 
•f ,mJ(epa4ji# ; an4^/<Q, fr^iftei a, gp^ernflacn| 

i5<#y*i«5^» ^at J#*cPufkfi*$id(?a? upon tbi* 

^ &afefo£;thB i^ibabitants.of this-ebuiArj 
iOhouldibe taken ju^mithe foUowDi^ jqneff 
lioos, ^WlMJtlaiQr,^ h^itimate pow»r is,, of 
i»i»pt»ilderived frcwojtlte^'pepplel .Whether 
all ;tl¥ifc, v*!ho.>ag3aftve/l«l ,with thfepowerf 
of;.g(>v4ri4ae»t,.i.sa:e.»a€«o»ni;ai>ki «o ..th# 
ii»t«miJS8lithe- difchflrlle. ;<;f the ofl^ow 
entrufted to them h Whether the pepple 
h^VG liot a right, to dethrone a. king for 
iyr»myf and, Whether the people and 
pariiament of England have not aLfo ^ 
right to adopt that mode' of gpvenunent^ 

^* Reflexions on the Revolution in France, p. 20, 

which 
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which they cwtceWie to be moft condbcive 
«>rtjheir ownadyahfage SI have uo doubt, 
•but that .theie qucftions -wcmldrbe anfwered 
Iby the tpeople of England in' the affiima- 
^Ve, with a voice (^at (hould be heard to 
'&i6 tSjM^' d^tatikt {iaits of the 4dngdom, 
'tuid^that no prince or miniftcf would dare 
ito icontradid« 

Mr. Burks fajs, that the pre&nt king 
** hdlds his crown in contempt of the 
^ choice of the Revolution Society ^V' 
But I hope, that he does ootihold it in 
contempt of the.people of.Eqgland, or of 
their choice or approbation^ Sir WiUiarn .^ 
Temple informs us, that Monf. Qourville^ < 
who had riefided a confid^raUe tiriie in 
England, and dbfcrved touch of the temper 
}aod:d^i^fition of the people, i^id to him 
at Brpffels,' " A J^g of England, ;who 
** will be THE Man of his Peopi^e, is 

^* Refledions on th(j Revolution in France, p. 19. 

Vol. III. L " the 
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" the grcatcft King in the World; bat, 
** if he will be ibmething more, by G— , 

** HE IS NOTHING AT ALL '^'^^ . TfaSs 

' ipeech Sir William reported to Charles H. 
becaufe he knew, he fays, that the, king 

, efteemed MonC Gfourvilk, as having, " itl^e 
*^ foandeft head of any Frenchmaq hc| h^ 
** ever feen,'* Thefe ientimeifts of Monfl 
GourviUe, rd|>ediiig the kings of £ng- 
land, Charles did not, however, at firft, 
ieem perfedly to reliih ; bat, after a little 
Goniidenrtion, he appeared, to acquieice in 
them; and, if theie ientiments could be 
acquiesced in, even apparently, by a prince 
of the houie of Stuart, I hope no prince 
of the houie of Hanover will forget, thfiit 
his family derive their preferit dignity from 
the parliament and people of England, 

' and that to iecure and eilablifh their rights 

^* Temple's Memoirs, part II. p. 33, 34, edit. 1700. 

was" 
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^^ the defign and ' the iheiid of their 
devatibn* 

Mr, Burke appears extremctly cjefirpusi 
to reprefent government as a fcience in-^ 
volved in very profound myftcries ; and^ 
indeed^ of all the theories of government 
which I have met with, that of Mr. Burke 
ieems to be the moft abftrufe, and. the moft 
obfcure. In iupport of fuch a myfterious 
reprefentatiob of the nature of government, 
he %s^ that ^^ The nature of man is in- 
^* tricate; the objeds of Ibciety .are of 
** the greateft poffible complexity ^^" But^ 
however intricate may be the nature of 
man, however complex the obje^s of 
human Ibciety, there are certain maxims 
and principles, refpefting govemnoient, 
which are obvious to the moft common 
underftandings, whenever a due attention 
be paid to the fubjedJ:. Among ^thefe 

'^ Reflexions on the Revolution in France, p. 91. 

Lr 2 maxims. 



ftustims^ tHe following may be eitumeratedf^ 
nd which are the ientiments of Mr. Locke; 
That all legitimate government is derived 
frofm the tonfent of the people; that 
tdeu are natut%illy equal, snd that no one 
has a right to injure another in hie life^^ 
health, liberty, or poileffions; and tbdt 
no man in civil fociety ought to be iub*^ 
jedL tQ the arbitrary will of others, but 
only t& known and eftabliflied la\vs, mad^ 
by general confent, for the donamon be^* 
nefit. rfhat no taxes ai?e to be levied oa 
the people, without the conient of thcf 
majority, given by themfelves, or by 
their deputies. That the ruling power 
ought to govern by declared and received 
laws; and not by extemporary dilates,; 
^ttd undetermined rcfolutions. That 
kings and princes, magiftrates and mlera 
of every ctafs, haVe^nO- juft authority 

* but 



«*tat ^Mt ^is delegated to them by thfc 
-^ peo|)le t and which, when net employed 
* for tbek -benefit, the people have always 
^^^' right to refome, in whatever hands 
'* it may be placed/ Thefe principles 
of Mr; Locit£ are certainly much more 
ped^icuous, than the account of the rights 
of men given by Mr. Burke ^% and they 
-are founded on uiiqueftionable reafon* ^ 

Mr. Burke oWerves, that ^ If civil 
"* fociety he the offspring of convention, 
^ that convention muft be its law ^'/ Btrt 
^allowing civil fociety to be the offspring 
of convention, if a civil convention had 
%eeri' made in any country; in the laft 
tentury, or in two or ten centuries before, 
iwhich was found to ^be injurious to the 
majority of the community, they/ would 

- V Refledions on the Revolution in France, p, 87, 
8g, 89. 

» Ibid, p- 87. 

' L 3 havf 
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have m undovibted right to demand a ofew 
convention^ and to fettle fijgh a form of 
pivil fbcietyi and eftabliffe fuch* laws,! as 
ihould be more equitable, and roorfe cow- 
ducive to the general welfare?, Mr, Burke 
9l{o fays, MIow can any ntajj qlalm, unde^ 
< the conventions of civil Ibciety, rights 
^ v^^hich do not fo much as fuppoie its 
* exiftence?- To which it may be au- 
iiwered, that though every man may be 
obliged, fo far as he can do it confeieiW 
tioufly, to comply veith the particular con- 
v^tiqu^ qf that civil fpciety in wh\ch hp 
. livei;, while he continue;; in it, yet that is 
• jio reaioQ whatever why the rnajority of 
that or any other fociety, if they have, or 
iuppofe they have, acquired more juft' 
ideas of the nature of government than 
were pofleffed by their anceftors, fliould 
pot make fuch alterations in the original 
CQpventiop, pr adopt any fuch new mode 
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of gcyvernmrat, as they may conceive to 
be beft adapted to promote the common 
benefit.. Nor does it follow, becauie a man 
in ;Civil ibcioty i? not, in a difpute witl| 
another, to be judge in his own caufe * V 
that therefore the majority of the members 
of any civil community have not a right 
to. eftablifli a government for their own 
advantage. 

But Mr. Burke Ukewiie £iys, that ^ as 
^ to the ih^re of power, authority, and 
^ diredion, which each individual ought 
* to have in the management of the ftate, 
^ that I muft deny to be among the direA 
< original rights of man in civil ibciety •'•' 
Certainly no individual man has jt fight to 
claim the office of magiftratet or minifter of 
ftate, or other office of authority in the go« 
vernment ; but it iwA be an original right 

^ RefledioDS on tfab Resolution in Francci p. 88. 
• -V Ibid. p. 87. 

L 4 of 



of menm (g^it-^iety, to adc^fhd^ fi^la^ 
liires that are mpffi cond)udiv^ to tliew^l^S'' 
of thb whole, and of coftfecfuehcc td'.a]^ ' 
poiflit fuch :meri tb piMit' nBt^^ «f' W^ 
cftablilh fUch a nKkle of goV^rtrihelftV^aS - 
th« majority (haU jiidge -beftcalcidattid €6^^ 
advante the general happihefe. 

TdE RIGHTS OF MEN is a phrafe t»'' 
which Mr. Burke feems to have aii ex-' 
treme'averfion, though it is, perhaps, oiie 
X)^ thofe t^ptefSyc phrafes,- Vhich ar^ hot 
cafily altered for the better. ' But liotwitfi- 
A^nditig Uis-dilfike to this ex^refflon, tWc' 
afe certainly natural rights, indfepenidetrtiy 
of all pofitive laV<^ 6r kpfpofiitfiierit. Mt,' 
Bu'rkfe,- hdwfevei-, ikemi "to'-'Ha^e- i= iiluih'' 
higher' idea 'df the hM 'ahd^ itiip'ortanee ' 
of prb{>erfy,''thati of thdfef geherilfightsi^ 
to \irhich ill' iheh ' have in e^vial claim. ' 
He appears.t© be of opinioia, that property 
can never be too well fi&ured, though he 

is, . 
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is far from having the iame anxiety to 
iecure the right^of human nature* But is 
riof peribnal' liberty as &cred a pbffcffion, 
as any fpedies of property that we can in* 
Herit from our anceftors? Is not the right 
of the mechanic and the labourer to the 
profits of their labour, to the eflimatiqn o^ 
the value of their labour, or to the choice 
of the Wnner in which they will exercife 
their talents, as clear as the right to any 
other property ? And yet thefe rights are 
dfteii invaded by unjuft and unequal laws,' 
or by a£ts of power that receive the fane- 
lion of government. This is a fubje£t' 
ifii&^hkhl feel myfelf inclined to enter 
Upbii a mbrfe full difcuflion ; but it would 
. Caf¥y me beyond the limits which I have 
prefcribed to riiyifelf in this publication. 

Mr. Burke remarks, that • the Body 
* of the qommucaity, whenever it can 
^ come to a£t^ can meet with no effeduat 

• refift. 
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* refiftancc ; but *till power and right arc 

* the farae, the whole body of them has^ 

* no right mconfiftent with virtue^ and the 

* firft of all virtues, prudence •*.' Whe- 
ther, prudence be the firft of all virtues^, 
may reaibnably be queftioned ; it is always 
the firft of all virtues with felfilh men ; 
but I fhall readily admit, that the body of 
the community, any morp than private 
individuals, have no right to violate the 
rules of juftice. It is, however, perfe<9Jy 
agreeable to the rules of virtue, and of 
juftice, that the majority in any country, 
or of any community, ihould eftablifli that 
mode of government, which they conceive 
to be beft calculated to promote the general 
happinefs ; ^nd this is all that is contended 
for by the advocates for thp rights of 
men* . , 

^* RefledUoas on the Revolution in Fiance, p. 9^. ' 

Ik 
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In the courfc of his animadye^^ on 
J>r. Price's (ermon^ preached to the Reypr: 
lujtion, ^(0ci9t;y in .17^95 Mr* Burke cx- 
pi;eiles aa high degree of^indi^tioii 
agamft.ppUticd ferinons. ^^ Politics a^4 

* the pidpit,* he lays, * ay-e terms that have 
. ^ little agree^ient. No ifpund ought to be 

* hegr^ ift the churpb bijt the healing voice 

* of Chriftian €harity:.T^Syrely the* chiurch 
^ is a place where one day's truce pught to 
^ be allowed, to the diflenfioiis and animo- 
^ fiti^ of mankind •'.' : Mn Burke is mif- 
takep in iuppofing, ^s it appears he does, 
that the Revqlution Society have regularly 
had annual fermonSr MQnly two {enxu)n8 
have been preached to , that fociety for 
jn^ny.y^ars paft. Mapy^fcrnjons, however, 
are preached in the:,church of England 
againft the Diflenters ; many of thefe fer- 
mons are.pnnted;. /«<i4vtbole who give 

^^ Reflexions on the Rcvdlution iii France/p, 14* 
' them- 
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flifemf&Ives i3ie* trpubie of jienifSig them 
win find^ ^ that, ' tri ^gcncrali they cohtaiit 
very little of ** the healing vfeidsSf Chrif- 
•* tian xrharity/' Ast6 [Political fermbiis^ 
It is^ii incootroveitible £z€kj^^^ la -tnuSh 
greater ntraibfcr of' fcrmohs of'&ns kind 
ate* preached^ bjrd^rgymen of the church 
of England, 'thah by any Diffeiidttg tnini^ 
fier$« In the fermohs that are preached 
before the two houfes of parliatneiit, on 
the 30th of Jahuaiy; arid the' 2^th oi 
May,' politick are, I helitive, almoft invari- 
ably introduced ; and this is a!fi> the cafe, 
oft thoie days,' in'' many other pulpits 
throughout the kingdom*^ li fctehis to 
have teen the iritentioin of the legiflaturef, 
and of the governors of the church, that k 
ihould be fo ; for ' politics are ' even intro* 
duced into the. prftye#s appointed 'f<^r thoie 
days by pubfic audiority. ' Npr^ indeed^ 
is it eafy, either for a clergyman of the 

church 



C m 3 

church of England^ 6r a Diflenting minifteri^ 
to avoid escteraig upoti politics^ when tfa* 
vciy purpofc, fot. which their congre^« 
titmb are aiSfembled, is the celebration of t 
^liticai tvtati atid if thej ^^ere ^hoUy 
to decline politics on (Uch occafionst thejr 
Would liot give very' jgenerid iatis&Aioii 
to theif auditors. But if archbifhops and 
bifliopSy and tkans, and archdeacons, and 
inferior cfcr^rmen, employ theihfclves titk 
the 36th of January, and the 29^1 tf 
^fety/and ^ (unilaf &fts and fefiivds^ 
in incufciatmg the principles of paflive obe* 
dtence and non-refiftance, or of a more 
moderate and limited Toryifin, or, as 
in candour we muft acknowledge is 
ibmietimes the caffe, in propagating poli^ 
tical fentimcnts of a much better ten* 
dency, it cannot be an evil of great mag- 
nitude, that fome Diffenting miniftersihould 
occafionally «riploy themfclves in explain- 



t »74 1 

idg to their auditors the proper duties df 
men^ as citi^etis^ in a free country; if 
they fliould point out to them the true 
nature and defign of government ; and ex* 
hcMTt them to a juft zeal in iiipport of 
tho& great principles of civil 'and religious 
liberty, which are eflentially connedpd 
with the heft interefts of their country. 
Whatever cenfure fuch Diflenting minifters 
may incur, on occafions of this kind, frpm 
the fervile flatterers of power, they will not 
be whdlly deftitute of approbation, or ap* 
plauie, from thole who have a juft fenfe 
of the dignity, and of the rights of human 
nature. 

As Mr. Burke (peaks in very honourable 
terms of the luperior clergy of France, 
though he does not. exprefs himfelf quite 
fo handfomely of thofe of the inferior or- 
der, fo he alfbfpeaks in very high terms of 
the advantages refulting to religion from 

the 
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;the prelates o£ the church of Englaftd, 
'He feeuis much delighted, that m this 
country, rdiigioji " exalte her mitred head 
;«* in courts and parliaments'*;" and that 
ttJie nation pays fb much honour to ^^ the 
** high magiftr^tes of its church '^" It 
joaay, howey^, be remarked, that thefe 
** high magiftrates of the church," are a 
ibrt of people of whom we read nothing 
in the New Teftament 5 and, indeed, Mn 
Burke's ideas of religion, in feveral re- 
ipe£b, feem much better adapted to the 
church of Rome, than to the principles of 
any Proteftant church in Europe. But 
Mr. Burke thinks that thefe dignified pre- 
lates, on account of their rank and riches, 
are the more likely to have their dodrines 
properly attended to by " the wealthy and 
** powerful of long ftanding.** I am, how- 

^ Refleflions on the Revolution in France^ p. 153. 
•* Ibid. p. 154. 

ever, 
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^ver, not very ceitain^ that our ndbilityy 
and peribns of ranik and fortune^ necd^w 
fnuch of their religious inftraaion from 
the bifliops. I fu^Q:, that the information 
^hidh they receive from lihe.dergy, on t^ 
topics of religion and morality, ^is chiefly 
from thofe "w^ho are not ^decorated -widi 
>niitres; and that the piety and virtue^ ma- 
lufefted by our lay lords, is but a very 
linall part of it derived, from the occafiondi 
iermons, or occaiional paftbral converfation, 
9f our right reverend prelates *^. Nor will 

I take 

•• Mr. Burke is inclined to make a moft liberal pro- 
vifion for the bifliops ; for them he approves of fuch 
rerenues as thofe of Winchefter, or Durham,; but, 
in his theoiy of government, he. does not make, «t 
leaft ki this world, a very comfortable proviilon for 
the poor. * They muft refped/ he fays, < that pro^ 
* perty of WHICH they cannot partake. They 
< muft labour to obtain what by labour can be ob« 
' tained ^ and when they find, as they commonly do, 

' the 



I take upon me to determine, how much 
the piety of the lay lords may have been 
increafed, by obferving the uniformity with 
which the generality of our right reverend 
-pVelates have voted, in former parliaments, 
i& liipport of every meafure of every minifter 
for the time being, without diverting much 
of their attention from their theological ftu- 
dies^ by any laborious inquiries into the refti- 
tude of the meafures which they fupported. 
Since the Revolution in France, many 
of the moft enlightened inhabitants of that 
country have fhewn a great defire to be 
on pacific terms with England, and have 
even appeared extremely felicitous, that 
real friendfhip and harmony may fubfift 
between the two nations. I fincerely wiffi, 

* THE SU^CCESS DISPROPORTIONED TO THE EN- 

* DEAVOUR, they muft be taught their confolation in 

* ivi^ FIKAL PROPORTIONS OF ETERNAL JUSTICE/ 

Reflexions, &c. p. 351. 

Vol. m. M that 
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tibat theie fentiments tnay be cordially cbt* 
riihed and cultivated oa our part^ aiid that 
peipetnal peac^ and friei\d(h]$> may be efta** 
blifhed between Great Britain aiid FVaricCt 
and the general Welfare and freed<)ia t>f dK 
^tifnan raccipromotedby their united^fibrts* 
-^n alliance between Great BritaJii, 'And a 
Ircte country^ as France no^ k^ bet li6de 
fypzTTMA fr6m tsi, muft ht miich nidte 
honourable and advantageous^ tiititn^an idU* 
-ance with a 'German cleftdrate, at a con- 
ifiderable diftante from tis^ N^hoiie views am 
*i]iutitaryaiid ddpotic, with which we hav^ 
oo commoflk inter^fta^ and no ^aCtf ral coa^^ 
iie!)don* 

INSTANCES have recently 'occumdi, af 
foreign 5)owers interfering, in -the int€»siai 
difputes of other countries^ in order to 
maintain the authority, or the deipotic 
claims, of princes and fbvereigns againft 
ribeir febjedlsi Such ihterj^ofitibns ought 

ever 
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d^e^ to ^ ^eoofidfT^ as ^gi;^ ^/iMm 

^ns» w1m> ffSj^Ffis my iwcJn iitterpofitkiiir 
iti im lOviw )bd»4f» aixd agajttfl: ids jGurjbje&s» 
can ever be worthy of aiitftannc or &()fK>it; 
In the prefent itate of the world nothing 
can be more alarming, than conlbih^tionjl 
of powerful and military princes^ to pre* 
Vent the inj^bitaltits of different countries 
from dilei(fi»g itw^dri^hts^ va^u^o^ing their 
forms of gjEwerH^ipEMtfM;^ aad ji^v^Ei^ng hu^ 
xxian libq^^y^ 9»d JbiVKOaa iiappine£|. Such 
iniquttoigi^ jint^i|^fiQiis43^^ hoxt^-evjeir^ jpof^ 
iibly be termc{d> i^referving .^e Balance of 
Europe. Bi«t ,41 4iberty m^ ;l«s banifhed 
from the fa&e (ff^t ^be, if 4:h6 great 
tyrants of the earth are futfeted to join 
together^ to fupport each other in their 
different ufurpations, and iti their various 
oppreffions of their fubjefts* Such combi-* 
mtiofis i^rry in them a very high degree 
Ma of 
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of moral turpitude, and ought to meet 
with the moltxyigoirpus and determined 
oppofition frpm ^ tn^ fincere friends to 
the rights of mankind, ahd to the general 
interefts of humanity. 
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Mr. MoKCAUNT, Mr, Grantley. 



Mh IVJoiipAUNT^ 

ROM the friendOiip 
which has ib long iub« 
fifted between us, I am 
induced, Mr. Grantleyt 
to take the liberty of 
alking you a few quef* 
tions relative to your political condud; and 
wfaichy I know, your candour will excufe. 
M4 What 
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What were your inducements for fiibfcrib- 
ing to the late Aflbciation of the town of 
******, to which I law your name affixed 
in the papers ? 

Mr. Grantley. My inducements, Sir ? 
A defire to join a body of peaceable and liib- 
fiantial inhabitants and traders of the town, 
in order to fecure our common property 
from any attacks of lawlefs violence, and 
the excellent government under which we 
live, from any of the wild fchemes of 
Republicans and Levellers. My property^ 
my good friend, has cofl me a great deal 
of time and pains to accumulate ; and I am 
not willing to be deprived of it, or that it 
Should be put to hja^rd^ in order to comply 
with the reveries, or to gratify the wiflies, 
of thofe who have no property to lofe. 

Mr. MoRDAUNT* I take it for granted, 
my dear friend, that your defigns were 
good; and you were certainly right to 

endeavour 
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endeavour to fecurc your property, if it 
was in danger. But I have no conception 
that it was in any dango: ; and it appears 
to me, that the paper you ligned was 
drawn up in terms, and contained fenti^ 
ments, not very congenial to what ufed to 
be the free fpirit of this country. No man 
is more an enemy than myfelf to any zQts 
of violence againft the perfons or property 
of individuals, and to the idea of promoting 
liberty by a dLfregard to law. But we 
fhould remember, that the fecurity of 
property, which has long obtained in this 
country, has refulted from the freedom of 
our conflitution, and not from aflbciations 
for the fiipport of prerogative. If our 
anceftors had not been wifely jealous of 
authority, and folicitous to keep it within 
proper bounds, we fhould not at this time 
have any fecurity either for our property, 
or for our perfonal liberties. 

Mr. 
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llnG»ANtLRy. Stf^ the very (atte«f 
«ar Ai£xiatioii implies^ that we had not 
forgotten the iwpomtncc of Uhvty i £w it 
m ftyled *^ an Aflbei»tion for the pj^rva^ 
«* tion of liberty and Property." 

Mr. MoRDAui^T* I obf^rv^ that \% was 
£) ftylcd, but, w I think, with very litt^ 
eofififtcncy ; for I have no idea of that fort 
of liberty, which exchides the freedom of 
Ipeaking, and of writing. You fay in 
your declaration^ ♦^ We will exert our - 
*^ motft diligent endeavours to fuppre& &- 
^^ ditious clubs, ieditious converfjitbn, and 
*^ ieditiotts publications.^ 

Mr. Grahtley* But iurdy, my goed 
friend, Mr/Mordawit, men eannot fiiirly 
be fakl to be deprived of the freedom ^f 
ipeaking, or of writing, b^caufe they are 
prohibited fron^ ipeakiing feditioufly, (rmfk 
publtihing faditiaus books, jor fr«m ^'rs^g 
themfelves into ibditiotts dubb 

Mr. 



Mfi ItfeiDAUN^. Sir^ the words %»^ 
finiott arid SEDITIOUS are very vague 
words, and of Very kideternunate meaaiiig. 
There can be nothing that deferves tfie 
pune of liberty in any country, in which 
every kind of f|)eaking or of writing if 
prohibited, that will be termed feditious by 
placemen, peniioners, courtiers, and crown 
lawyers. And every ibciety which can be 
inilituted^ though on the piireft and beft 
|Hrinciple$, in which political queftions 
$n diicu&d^ and in which a juft attention 
is excij3ed to die generll rights of the com« 
munity, will be termed by fuch men 
£B£tidiffi» If h6Qxk on Government, or 
8tl>NkY on Goverdinent^ were new trea^ 
ti6*, no doubt tail be eiitertatned, but 
that many of thb modem aflbciators wDul4 
cOEkfidcr them as &dittou$ publications, and 
|tfoper fubgeds for ;profecution« Some <^ 
<^ %i|^iaMn alib prafe& tbemielves to be 

united, 
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tftiited, not' only for the ftipi^effioh of 
feditious publicatioiis, but for the fuppref* 
fion of feditious opinions. But in a coun^ 
try, profefledly' free, are opinions to be 
combated, not by rcafon ajid argument^ 
but by force and violence ? 

Mr. Grantley: I admit, that too 
great reftraints ought not to be laid either ' 
on fpeaking or writing. But can it be 
wrong to put a ftop to the publication of 
fuch books, as tend to fubvert all order 
and government, and to throw the nation 
into a ftate of anarchy and confufioa ? / 

Mr. MoROAukr. I know not, that any 
fiich books have been lately publifhed ; but 
whatever may have been publifhed, tihd 
kw, or what' is called the law, vcfyc&mg 
libels; and the powers vefted in thecrowti 
and the crown qfficers, are noore tha^i fu& 
ficient for profecuting and puni£hing^ with 
great rigour, all who can with the leaft 

ihadow 



[ '89 J 

(hadow of rcalbn be denominated libcUon* 
There could be no poffible occafion, there- 
fore, for voluntary aflbciations for this 
purpofe, or for any new methods of re- 
ftraining the freedom of (peaking or of 
writing. 

Mr. Grantle Y. Sir, it was the opinion 
of fome of my friends and neighbours^ in 
which I concurred, that at the prefent 
period it might be ufeful to ftrengthen the 
hands of government, and to do what wc 
could towards fupporting the prefent con- 
ftitution, and the eftablilhed laws; by 
.which we fuppofed we fhould alfo take 
the beft method of fccuring our own pro- 
perty^ 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. It is paying a bad 
compliment to the government, and to the 
>adminiftration, to fuppofe, that voluntary 
afl^eiations are neceffary to procure obedi- 
ence to the laws, and the fecurity of pro- 
perty. 
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coiHMtry is vdled witb ilrfiicknt pow^i 
lor all the r.eai fmipofes for )rl)ich jgov^jop 
Q)etMt is iafiitiajed ; an4 if men do Qot ^n4 
thek pcrfonsy or their prx)pert^9 io a ftafe^ 
of fecurity, it is not from any wajrt of* 
ttothorky ia goveriuneirf. I m^ft alio 
obfbrve^ that the icjqii of ^curing propQrt|r^ 
by an ic^difdnmioate &^pport iGf adooimfii 
tpEtioo^ ^ mot foundied on reafon, %Qt 
t0QixtfinanDod b^ the i^idence tof hiftory;' 
In the mgn of Charles L many >tn£n of 
large fortune joined the kif^g, probabiy 
und^r the idea of fectiring their <prqpert^^ 
andiof rputting a fpeedy terjiiinaition to tpopu^^ 
lar commotions. But the part they took;, i^ 
the GOurUb of ithe civil war, cdeprivjed tthcm 
of that property, ibr ahe piiefervatiQn of 
which 'thq)r had heen {o anxious. Ha4 
ihRy, on the ^cootrary, «|^ofe4, in a «> 
gixlar ^id legd mannei:^ thjD arbitraiy^rc>* 

ceeditig9 
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teedtng^ <^ tlie king^ he mj^ ha^ (^ 
mitted, thseir J>rdpcrty wouW liave htetk 
fecarcd, attcl no civil war woxAd fcavc 
kalcen phce. if any adminiftratioh bc'tti* 
C<*iraged, by the fenrffity and timidity df 
pcrfoift of property, to engage in obtiosdow 
ifteafbfes of govcrtitberit, the property df 
thefe 'men may dften be endangered, by the 
Very eneans which they take to fecurc it* 
The wifeft mode df defending 'the couffti* 
t6ti<>ti/ fttid i^curiiig jiroperty, is ftir fMa 
4tf ^fortune to (^pdfey in a legal ^and coii-^ 
ftitutional manner, sflll oppreflhrc, Mrqvt^^ 
atid knpoUtic meafures of, governmait^ 
and thereby comptfUiag the petfens m 
dfficfe^ reftrain the exertions of :preroga- 
tive within proper bounds. A reaibnaUe^ 
ilM&erdte, and equitable tidminifbation^ 
itA paying a juft attention to the red 
g^rievances of the pcojJe, is the beft 

method 
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method of preferving the conftitutioii, and 
maintaining national tranquillity, 

Mr.- Grantley. I believe. Sir, that 
your obfervations are juft. You have 
attended to thefe fubjeds much more ac- 
curately than I have done. But I have 
been alHured, and fo have fome of my 
brother affociators, by men whom we fup- 
pofed to be very reipeftable, that the con* 
fiitution was in great danger ; that conlpi- 
racies were formed againft it ; and that it 
was necefTary, that all real friends to the 
conftitution ftiould unite in its fupport. 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. How can you pof? 
fibly fuppoie, my good friend, that any 
real confpiracy of this kind can have been 
formed, when, though it is now fo long 
fince this report .was given out, not a fingle 
perfon has been taken up, even on fuipir 
cion of fuch a plot ? The late attorney- 
general, I am toldy condefoended to go to 

the 
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ithe fefllonsatCiorkenwell, tO|)kdd AgAiuft 
a ^poor bill-fticker. Can any man in his 
^fk^ d^n beiieye^ 4hat« if any fuch con-* 
F^^ijt-aey had really cxifted^ the vigilance qf 
^yeniaaent would r\ot have diiqpvered oqe 
^nq^Pj whom they aAightf have had foroe 
plaufiblie pretenqe for apprehending ? 

Mr. Grantju&y. Indeed, Sir, it is not 
iwjry probable. I muft acknowledge, that 
the evidence of the plots has been kept a 
moft f rpfpynd 4^ret« But you mufl admit^i 
>tfaat libels 4}pon the conftitution have beea 
^ciccvrlated about, and other publicationsi 
^^calcubted to :give the people an ill opinion 
•0f;go:i^i%unent* 

; j^r. MoRDAUNT. It has slway^ been fup- 
-fN^iiid in my time, Mr. Grantley, till vesy 
.hitply^ by all judicious men, that the people 
erf* this country derived the mofl: fignal ad* 
vantages from the freedom of the prefs ; and 
that it was highly beneficial to the com- 
• Vol. III. N mynity, 
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muiiity, that the condufl: of the perfoiis In 
adminiftratioii. ihould be piiblicly iliveftt* 
gited. And as to tlic apprehenfions of the 
dangers that may arife from what is called 
libelling the conftitution, thefe appear to 
me to be the idle terrors of men, who are 
ignorant even of the firft principles of civil 
government* If the conftitution be good^ 
it will bear the fuUeft and the freeft in- 
veftigation. Indeed, the greateft libellers 
of the conftitution are many of the iflb- 
ciators ; they who foppofe, that it will not 
ftand the teft of exarhination, and that it 
cannot be fopport^d, but by fuppreffing 
the freedom of ipeaking and of writing. 
We are ibmetimes told, that our conftitu- 
tion of government is the beft in the world j 
and wc are likewife told, that we have, 
befides, a very excellent adminiftration. 
If this be the cafe, is it poffible, that either 
the conftitution, or the government, can 

be 
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be In aoy real danger from the publicatioa 
of a few pamphlets ? . . . ? , 

Mr. GiiANTi*EY. The danger pannot 
probably be great : but it is faid, that there 
are many republicans in the kingdom, , , 

,r}Av. MoRDAUNT. 1 have not heard pven 
of one republican club in this country, or 
of any body of men whatever, who have 
affociated for the purpofe, of eftablifhing a 
republic. But there may certainly be Ipc- 
cuiative men in the kingdom, who con- 
ceive, that a republic would be better than 
a limited, monarchy t' It is no crime for 
any man to entertain tjiat opinion, if he 
be, gujlty of no illegal ad in order to 
ilipport it. There have always been fuch 
fpeculative men in this country, and there 
ever will be fiich men in it, till we are 
become a nation of^ flayes. What the 
nuinber of republicjsms may be ia the 
kingdom, I will not take upon me to de- 
N 2 termme ; 



termiiic ; but Aiis I will venture t6 affeft^ 
that the prefent meafufes'of adminiftratioii 
are nbt calculated eventually to lefferi their 
number. 

Mr. Grantley. It is certain, that (here 
are fundry Societies In 'the kingdoni/'the 
Revolution foclety, the fbciety for Coiifti- 
tution^ Information, and others, .wb^^ 
frequently .publifh vbtes, and Tonactrmei 
dilperfe publicatiorisi^ that giye great ofiTenrc 
to government, and to n^any who are con- 
, fidered as moderate men.; and I have^eard 
the defigns of thefe fpcieties ipoken pt ais 
^ery pernicious. Indeed, itls underftood,. 
that men in power, who may reafonably 
be fuppofed to have good information, en^ 
tertained very feripus apprehenfions reipe£t* 
ing the mifchiefs which thefe fbciefies^ 
jnight probably produce. 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. Unprincipled courtiers 
and placemen, who fatten on the plunder 

of 
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&£ the public, are always alarmed at the 
leaft approaches towards a national reform. 
A clamour, therefore, has beten artfully 
raifed,. which has terrified the timid, and 
deceived the ignorant and unfufpeding. 
The prime objeft of niofl: of. the fbcieties 
of which you fpeak, was to excite the at- 
tention of the people to the neceffity of a 
parliamentary reforni ; and their dcfigns 
were unqueftionably laudable. Thefe fo- 
cietiefi were not always thought of {q unfa- 
vourably as they are at prefcnt ; nor were 
.they regarded as dangerous. I have fcen 
the prefent duke of Richmond, both at 
the Revolution (bciety,, and at the fociety 
for Conftitutional Information; he then 
appeared to enter fully into their views ; and, 
fo far as I can judge, their defigns are as 
upright now as at that period. The 
late Sir WiUigim Tones, who was emi- 
nently diftingjijpxed for his learning, his 

abilities, and his integrity, was alio one 
N 3 of 
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of the members of the fociety for Confti* 
tutional Information, and fometimes wrote 
odes for the ufe of that Society ; one of 
which was fet to mufic, and performed 
at a public dinner of the fociety. But, at 
that time, it was not thought a difcredit 
to any man to be a ' friend to the rights 
of thte people ; and the duke of Richmond 
was not. then mafter of the ordnance. 

Mr. GrRANTLEY, I bdieve, however, 
jVlr. Mordaunt, that when the diike of 
Richmond was a member of thofe ibcieti'es, 
they did not carry on any correlpoiidetice 
with the t'rench nation. 

Mr. Mordaunt, They did not. Sin 
The French Revoluti6n had not then taken 
place ; and there was no reafon or oppor- 
tunity for fuch a correfpbndcnce. But the 
intercourfe of thefe focieties with the 
people of France has been no difcredit to 
them J the 'cor^elpondencieS' of thefe fo^ 

' ' cieties 
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cieties have been grofsljr and fhamefuUy 
mifreprefentcd ; and they have only been 
employed as an abiurd pretext to deceive 
and to inflame the nation. Thefe cor- 
rcfpondencies were founded on principles 
of general philanthropy ; and not the leaft 
evidence has been produced of their origi- 
nating in motives of any other kind. The 
members of thefe fbcieties remembered 
with the apoftle, that God had ** made of 
^^ one blood all nations of nien for to 
" dwell on all the face of the earth ;*\and 
they wifhed, that the bleflings of liberty 
might be extended to all mankind. They 
certainly differed materially in opinion 
from many of the aflbciators, who are fo 
far from wifliing that liberty may be ex* 
tended to other nations, that they leem , 
extremely defirous, that Jt may be wholly 
extinguifhed in their own country, 

N 4 Mr, 
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Mn Grantley. I am coavmced, thzX 
many have engaged in theib aflociations 
chiefly from an anxiety for the fecurity of 
their property, without much attention to 
any other confideratious, 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. Of this I have no 
doubt: but the anxiety of men fof their 
property Ihould not make them regardlefs 
of their duties, or their rights, a^ Engliffi- 
men. The man who is anxious for his 
propertyi and regardlefs of his liberty, 
fcarcely deferves even to breathe the air. of 
a free country. But with reipeft to attacks 
on property, I know that property has been 
(hamefuUy violated, and the lives of very 
refpedtable men endangered, at Birming* 
ham, and Manchefter, and other places; 
but I know, at the fame time, that the 
VL&ors in thefe riots, and the inftigators of 
them, thefe violators of the fecurity of 
perfons apd of property, were not thpfc who 

m 



Stt calfei republicans and feveHers; but 
mm who profeflEd a very ardent sscal for 
the church and for thc^ king ; and cvcrji 
man knows, that theie lo}ral rioters have 
not been profecuted by the goveramentf 
wilii too much feverity. I have heard of 
no riots in any part of England, by Re^ 
publicans and Levellers^ AH the rioters^ 
who liave lately made any difti^iguifhed 
figure, were Church and King men* 

Mr. Grantley. One idea which has 
prevailed, and which has contributed to 
enflame the minds of fome perlbns, is^ 
that pains had been taken to propagate 
among the common people the doftrine of 
3EQUALITY ; or, that aM pcrforis Ihould be 
rendered equal in point of fortune, or pro» 
perty ; a doftrine, which would certainly 
lead to great confufion, and to very fe- 
rious evils. 

Mr. MoK- 
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Mr. MoRDAUNT, The doftrine of an 
equality of property has not been propa- 
gated by any of the focieties of the friends 
of liberty in Great Britain. It has not 
been propagated by the Revolution fbciety, 
by the fociety for. Conftitutional Informa- 
tion, or by any of the ibckties for parlia*. 
mentary i^sform, or by any Ibciety of the 
friends of freedom, of which I have ever 
heard. It is equally certain, that it is 
neither advanced nor recommended in the 
writings of Mr. Paine. If the dodrine 
has been at all difTeminated among the 
people, it hcis been by thofe truly libellous 
jpublications, which have been ilTued by the 
pretended affociators againfl: republicans 
and levellers. In order to calumniate the 
real friends of freedom, they have under- 
taken to refute a do£trine which no man 
advanced ; and thereby may have commu- 
nicated fbme ideas of an equality of pro- 
perty 
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pcrty to the loweft of the vulgar, which 
may at feme time be produdlive.of mifchief* 
But it has been juftly obferved by the 
prefent bifhop of LandaflF, that ** if any 
** perfbns have been fo fimple as to fuppofe j 
•* that even the French ever intended by 
" the term equality, an equality of 
^* property, they have been quite miftaken 
^* in their ideas." This learned prelate 
alfo adds, that ** the French never under- 
*^ flood by it, any thing materially dif- 
^* ferent from what we and our anceftors 
** have been in full pofleflion of for many 
** ages.'* This is probably (peaking too 
ftrongly ; but the French certainly meant 
an equality of rights, and not an equality 
of property. The ideas of the popular 
ibcicties in England concerning equality 
are perfedlly conformable to thofe of the 
duke of Richmond, who fays, in his letter 
to lieutenant-colonel Sharman, " The 

** equal 
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^ equaV rights of men tiy Gsmrity h&act 
^ typprtfRoHy and to the aapyxoent of Efe 
» and liberty, ftrikes me as perfe^y coM^ 
^ patible with their imeqnal fbares dh kk* 
•* duftry, kbour, and gcniu*^ which. a» 
^ the origin of inequality o£ forttuies." 
Nor do any of the popular foeielies carry 
l^r ideas of the in»portaiK:ie» or extent^ 
ef parlianwntary re£>rm9 farther than tliat 
nobleman.^ He j&ys, in the &me letter : 
^^ The fubjeft of a parliamentary reform is 
^ that which of all others, in my opinion^ 
^ moft deferves the attention of the 
*♦ public ; — and^ from every da/& expc*. 
^^ rience to die pre&nt hour, I am more 
^ and more convinced, that the reftoring 
*^ the right of voting univerfelly to every 
^^ m^n, not incapacitated by nature for 
•*^ want of reafon, or by law for the com^ 
*^ miflion of crimes, together with annual 
*^ elections, is the only^ reform that can be 

" effedual 
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^* efFeftual and pcrmahent/* The fame 
noble writer likewife fays in that letter, 
after ftating that no effeftual reform was to 
^. l)e expeSed from the houfe of commons 
themielves, ** It is -from the people aC 
** large tliatl expert any good/' 

Mr. Grantley. Befides tile parUcular 
do£lrine of equality, I have heard much 
laid concerning the diligence, with which 
French principles in general have been 
propagated in this country, as well as in 
others ; and the danger of the contagion 
of thofe principles has b'eeii ftrqngly urged* 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. Biit 'what are thefe 
Trench principles, concerning which to 
much alarm has been ipread? Before wc 
Join in abufing French principles, thefe 
principles 'ihould be naore diftindlly fpeci- 
fied. What are called French principles 
appear /manifeftly to have had their origin 
in England; and to be the iame which 

have 
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hav€ been advanced by fbme of the bed 
and ableft of the Englifh writers. The 
French nation has maintained, that " All 
xneit are born, and remain, free and equal 
in rights ; that focial diftindions cannot be 
founded but on common utility ; thiat.the 
end of all political diftindions is the pre* 
ibrvation of the natural and imprefcriptible 
rights of man ; that thefe rights are libcirty^ 
property, fecurity; and refinance agsdnft 
oppreflion; that the principle of ibvereignty 
refides efTentially in the natiop, or people 
at large; and that.no body of men, nor 
any individual, can exercife an, authority 
that does not emanate exprefsly from that 
fburce." Thefe are the principles, which 
appear to have given fo niuch offence 
to the German defpots; but iri. what 
relpeft do they differ from the principles of 
Sydney and pf Locke,? Sydney has 
proved, that *^, all juft magiftratical power 

is 



is from die people; and that libfcrty is the 
right of air mankind :'* and ^ Locke main- 
tains, that ^* all legitimate goviernYnent is 
derived from the cohient of the people ; 
that men are naturally equal, and that no 
one ha^ a .right to injure another in his life, 
health, liberty^ or rpoirefiions ;. that no 
man in civil ibeie^yi ought) to. be fubjed to 
4h^r arbitrary will of o^her^,. bijt only to 
knpwn and eftablifhed law^, made byr^^^ 
ueral confepi^ifor tharcoounon benefit*; 
that na' taxes^yjare to be levipd oi>*the 
people, without the-cofifent of the n^a- 
jority, given by themfelves, or by their 
-deputies ;■ th^ k^ngs . ap^ princes^ ^ ma- 
gi(|rat«9! m^ rtilers of eyery cjafs^ bavp 
no jttft iautbority but what is delegated to 
them by the people ; Jand which, when 
notem;^yed for their benefit, the people 
have always a right tp refume, in whatever 
hands, it may be placed.*' The French 
principles have be^n afligqed as a reafbn^ 

fdr 



fm engaging in a war with.Ftanoe; hat 
•are we to carryon a war againft fFrance, 
to eradicate fuch principles as thei^^ to 
eradicate die principles Of rBntj^mex aiid 
«of 'Locke ? Of ail the nations of lihe 
4earth» are the people of England do be 
HAtGitdj Vj engage in a<:rvfade,ito pr&venK 
<the propagation df tliepriiicifAdS'Of libeilyf 

Mr; GfLAirTLBr. Whatever the £»^ift- 
ciples may be,- "N^liich have beeii propagated 
5h France, it cannot be queftibned, tutHhat 
many z&s of vidence and cruelty have been 
perpetrated in that country fince thb 
xevolution. 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. As to the a£b df 
cruelty, violence, or mjuftice, -whicliniay 
have been committed in France iince the 
revolution, that fome fuch fcenes ihould 
have >taken place can be jt fubjed of liirprife 
to no man, who has any knowledge of 
human nature, or acquaintance with the 
hiftory of the world, It could net he 
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expcfted, that fo enormous a iyftem of 
chrfl and ecclcfiaffical tyranny, as that x>f 
which the old government was compofcd, 
could be fo completely overturned, without 
very violent convulfions. It muft alfb be 
remembered, that the formation and eftab- 
lifliment of a new fyftem of government, 
ib as to give complete fatisfadion to 
twenty-five millions of people, muft be a 
work 6f extreme difficulty. And even 
the beft and the wifeft men, engaged in, 
fo arduous a work,- would often find their 
eflForts erabarraffed, di- fruftr^ted, by the 
intrigues, ambition, or perverfity, of fiich 
evil-minded or abfurd men, as are to be 
found in ^very country under heaven. It 
will undoubtedly be a very defirable thing 
to fee tranquillity eftablifhed in France; 
but the German ddpots, who entered 
that country with their numerous and 
mercenary armies, had certainly no defign 
Voj-. III. O to 
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to. communicate to the French nation « 
happy mixture of liberty and law; nor 
was the tyrannical, infblent, and lavage 
roanifefto of the duke of Brunfwick, well 
adapted to that end. 

Mr. Grantley. But what, Mr. Mor- 
daunt, have you to fay, with refpeft to the^ 
manner in which the French put their late 
king to death, who was certainly not one 
of the worft princes of the Bourbon race ?, 

Mr. MpRDAUNT. Whether Louis XVL, 
the late king of France, was put to death ^ 
juftly, or unjuftly, is a matter in which thp 
people of England have very little concern, 
and which can undoubtedly afibrd no 
proper ground for any war with the 
French nation. This is admitted even by 
Mr. Pitt himfelf. When Charles I. wag 
executed before the front of his own 
palace, France did not go to war with 
England on that account, though Charles's 

queen 



queeii W^s a Frehdh princefs. No natiott 
Can ever have a right to didlatc to bthef 
nations, what Hiall be their mode of go- 
vernment, or what their conduct to theii 
princes. This appears to me to be un- 
queftionable, and to be d part of the law 
of nations ; though it may poflibly be diA 
puted by Mr* Biirke* For, before the ex- 
ecution of Louis, that gentleman declared, 
that " he thought the king of France to 
" be as much an objeft both of policy and 
" of * Compaffioii as the grand feignior> 
" or his ftates/* And, perhaps, , if the 
Turkifli nation had taken it into their 
heads to depofe, or behead the grand 
feignior, and to ajbolifli the excellent fyftem 
of government which prevails in Turkey, 
Mr. Burke might have thought it a juft 
fubjeft of very pathetic lamentation ; and 
might have been of opinion, that it was 
a proper thing to fend an Englifh fleet and 
. O a army 
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army to Conftantinoplo^ to correiQ; the fe« 
ditious ideas which the Tuxks began ta 
adopts and to lead them to a, due fubniiif^ 
iion to their lawful and efiabliihed govenv 
menL ' . , 

Mr* Grantley. Mr. Burke's ideas, of 
kingsy and of courts, were not, I think^^ 
always fo reverential as they are at prdent^ 

Mr* MoRpAVNT. By no means^ H« 
formerly fpoke of kings z» natwaUy lovett 
f>f low company,, which waa not placii^ 
them in a light the tnoR, re^^ble ; afid^ 
in 1 780^ he told the citizens of Briilol^^ 
that it was at that time ^^ |he plan of thi^ 
^^ court to make its ifervanta (that is^ tba 
" miniflxy) infignificant ;'* though he oh- 
fervcdj that •* among the frolics of the 
** court, it might at length take that of 
** attending to its bufinefs.'* He alfi) toW 
them, that if the people chofe their repre- 
fentatives oa the fame principles with;^ 

which 
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trludb \kt coait clioie ks minifters^ there 
Wobldr be no hopes of fafety for the ftate« 
« If the f)eopIe/' faid he, ** fliould choofe 
^* their fervaats on the fame principles of 
** men obfcquiou&efs, and flexibility, and 
•* total Vacancy or indifference of opinion 
•* in aH public matters, then no part of 
^ the ftate will be Ibtind ; and it will be 
•* in vaki to think of faying it.** 

Mr^ GiiAN*ri.ET. Thcfe compliments to 
the court were certainly not of the moft 
flattering kind ; but, to leave Mr. Burke, 
I have met with forae perlbns who con- 
flifler the condud: of the French in Gctn? 
many, and in Flanders, as very indefcn- 
fible. Not content with eftablifhing A 
republic in their own country, they havtf 
endeavoured' to propagate principles of go- 
vernment flmilar to thcif own in the domi- 
nions of foreign prmces. ' 

0'3 ' IMr.MoR- 
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Mr. MoRDAUNT. But, . my dear Sir, ; it 
muft be remembered^ that tb^ countries 
into which the French entered, preyigofly 
to the declaration of war againft EngUnd 
and Holland, were the territories of prioces 
who had entered Francp with fire and 
fword ; and that, in perfeA conformity to 
the laws of war, they bad an undoubted 
right to attack the dominions of thefe 
princes. The invafion of France by the 
Auftrianai and Pruffians was r^pugwnt to. 
every principle of juftice and the law of 
nations; and, when the French had drivea 
them out of their own dominions, they 
had an inconteftable rigbj, ^according to 
the rules of \yar, to enter. tl?e Auftrian or 
Pruffian iionjinions, and, if they could 
xnajce themfelves .maftprs of them, or. of 
any part prthem, to treat the inhabitants 
as conquered enemies.^ But what has 
fp much pxalperated thp German delpot? 

has 
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has been, ' that the French, not content 
with defeating the princes by whom they 
have been attacked, have been folicitous 
to communicate Uberty to their fubjefts. 
This is confidered as an inexpiable crime ; 
but it might be prefumed, that it would 
not have excited any great indignation ia 
Englifhmen. 

Mr. Grantley. It has been aflcrted, 
that the French have fent over agents, ih 
order to excite tumults and rebellion in 
Great Britain* 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. Yes, I know that it 
has been faid, in an advertifement of ode 
of the aflbciations, and I think the worft 
and the mod unconflitutional of all the 
aflbciations, that " the emiflaries of Francft 
** were very numerous, and active to 
** feduce the people of this country, and 
** to excite them to infurreftion.'* But, 
from the beft information which I can 
O 4 coUedt 
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colleA upoii the fubje£l:, I am convinced, 
^that this is a grouudleis aiTertion; an4f 
indeed/ not the Icaft evidence of th^ ex- 
ifteince of fuch eiuifTaries in this country 
Jhas &yer been produced* 
I Mr.GRATHTLEY. It muft be acknow- 
ledged^ that thefe French agents have kept 
themfelves in a ftate of great privacy; 
for I have never met with one pf them 
jfny&lf, nor do I know of any man who 
lias. 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. Whatever our fenti- 
jEnents may be^ concern^ig the late tranf^ 
.j^ons in J'rance, and the circumflances 
attending the Revolution in that country, 
there eanqot furely be any very good 
reafon, why Englifhmen fliovdd difcover Co 
much alacrity, as many of the affociators 
leem to do, in furrendering up fome of 
their pioft important rights. For thp 
people of England to be forming aflo- 

ciations. 
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dations, ill every part of the kingdoni, to 
^eftroy the freedom of the prefe, '^nd 
freedom of ipeech, a^ears to me to be 
Very much like the inhabitants of a country 
confederating together^ in order to enflave 
tb^mfelves: which is a thuig fomewhat 
new in the hiftory of mankind. 

M^* Grantley. Though there may 
be improprieties in the declarations of fome 
of the affpjciators, it cannot be fuppofed> 
thftt the generality of thofe, who have 
joined in theie afTociations, have any defign 
to dcftroy their own liberties. 

Mr. MoAD AUNT. Whatever their inten'* 
tions may be, many of their declarationJ^ 
are extremdly ho^le U> the freedom of thf 
prels, and to freedom of ipaech^ and are 
£Kh as could never have been cxpededto 
appear, in. a free country, I have eopicd 
out ibme of the refblunioins of diiferenli 
bodies of a^Tociators ; and, among others, 

I find 



t find that the worthy inhabitants of 
Baiingftoke^ in Hampfhire, have reiblved, 
*^ .That it is highly expedient, to caution 
** all inn-keepers and viiStuallers, not to 
" permit any {editions publications to be 
•* READ, or DEBATED, in thcif refpedkive 
" houfes/* To a foreigner, who Ihould 
read this advertilement, it would appear 
IcMnewhat extraordinary, that, in England^ 
which formerly was celebrated as a country 
diftinguifhed for its liberty, common pub- 
licans fliould be inverted with a power of 
dictating to their cuftomers what books 
they Ihbuld read, and about what they 
ihould debate^ and be fuppofed proper 
peribns to determine what books were, or 
were not feditious* Dr. SachevercU, bifhop 
Atterbury, the. advocates of the houfe of 
Stuart, and the. old Tories, would have 
been afhamed of propofihg what is done by 
the modern affociators under a prince of 

the 
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the houfe of Brunfwick. The inhabitants 
of Market Drayton, in the county of Salop, 
fay, " We will be vigilant in the detedion, 
** and zealous in the profecution, of all 
** filch perfons, as may attempt to alienate 
** the ;afFe£l:ions of the people from the 
** eftablifhed conftitution, either by the 
** circulation of difafFeded publications, 
*^ feditious converlatlon, or any other 
^* illegal means whatfoever/' The honeft 
aflbciators of Tring, in Hertfordfhire, 
declare, that they are warm friends to the 
liberty of the prefs, and to freedom of 
opinions ; but they afterwards, add, with 
admirable confiftency, ** We will exert 
** ourfelves colIeiSively, and individually, 
*t todifcoyer the authors, publiftiers, and 
" ,diftributorSi of feditious and inflammatory 
'** writings.*' Can there be any thing like 
the liberty of the prefs in this country^ 
if the inhabitants of every parifli are to be 

formed 
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formed iiito commitlees cf 4ccu6tk4k 
agaiaft UbellerBi or tbo& who imf ine 
^fmed fuch by tbi: toda of pow^rl ^Bitt 
#e iiiea i>f Tnng aifo re&dv^ that it 
Should be ^^ fiirciblj reconoiiiended'* to ail 
iJHi-kceperSy and viAuaUeis, in dot forifh^ 
not to permit znj ieditioos aod tr^a&iiablle 
Iwgu^ge to be uttered, or any io&mma- 
tory writings to be rie^d kk theor houfes. 
If any man in an inn, or tavern^ wene to 
read ibme of Mr. Budce*s ^ecfai^, or to 
ule iiiph language^ as the d^ske of Ricii- 
fiaondand Mr. Pitt did formerly^ about a 
refc^m in parliaments or Mr* Burled aboot 
kings and courts, would not £bcb iradmg, 
or fuch language, be deemed feditioiis, or 
as tending to iedition i And yet our laws 
h^YC given no peculiar privilege to thefe 
gentlemen, to ufe language that is unlaw- 
/ul to other men ; at Jeaft, not out of par- 
liament* 

Mr. Grantley. 
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Mr, 6ftANTZ^Y« I cb&ere^ tEat jott 
repeatedly quote and refer to Mr. Burke 7 
^«gb I fliould fuppoie that gentkmaa 
9ouId hirily be one of yoor £iVOuiitc 
aatlQK>rs. 

Mn MoRi>AuiiTw . Sir,. I hare been a di- 
ligent reader of the writings of Mr. Burke ; 
l^ough I am often pu23zled, as hk friends, 
:sn wdl ts himfelf^ muft aHb be; to tteock^ 
i^ his old pditics with his new. But, in 
hts old i|)eeches and writings, a mixturp 
ireqaentlj appeared of ebqaence and rea-^ 
Ton ; diough in his watorical and literarjr 
efltorts> f<Mr fixne time pail:, the latter in- 
gredient ieems to have been almoft wholly ^ 
omitted^ But, to return to the aflbciators. 
The inhabitants of St* Sepulchre's, Londcm^ 
have refolved, ** That it fhould be ear- 
f * neiUj recommended to all perfons keep- 
^^ ing inns, taverns, coffee and public 
^^ .houfes, within that pariih, to diicou'* 

" rage, 
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** rage, to the utmoft of their potvfef^ 
every feditious meeting, club, or in- 
flammatory difcourfe, at their relpedive^ 
*^ houfes, tending to fubvtrt the public 
*' peace." The worfhipful fbciety of inn* 
keef^rs, vintners, and viduallers of Briftol, 
have alfo declared, not only that they will, 
to the utmoft of their power, fupprefi 
any inflammatory writings, and ufe every' 
endeavour to bring the authors to juftice, 
but that they would " njutually agree to dit 
" clofe, and make known, any treafbnable 
" or feditious exprefiions which might 
" come to their knowledge, in order that 
** the guilty perfons might receive due- 
** punifhment." Similar declarations have 
heen made in other places; but, Sir, at 
a tinie when Epgliflimen had the feelings 
of free men, no man of the leaft fpirit 
would have entered the houfe of a publican, 
who had iigned fuch a declaration, or 

engaged 
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engaged in fuch an aiTociation* Not 
pnly landlords^ but female publicans, are 
raiied to the office of cenfbrs of clubs^ 
fuperintendants of the conversation of menj^ 
and regulators of the proper boundaries 
of political difcuffion. Some of the worthy 
aflbciators of the county of Suffolk have 
refblved, that they " would point out 
^* every publican within their refpedive 
** parifhes, as unfit to retain a licence, 
" who did not exert him or herself to 
^* prc^rve good order, and to prevent 
** meetings or clubs, in which feditious or 
^* treafonable fubjefts are agitated, being 
^* held at his or her houfe.'* 

Mr. Grantley. Truly, fomc of thefe 
.things are too ridiculous. But, when men 
are in a great tremor, as was the cafe with 
many of my brother afTociators, their con- 
4u^ cannot be expe<Sted to be in perfedl 
conformity with'reafon* 

Mr. MoR- 
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Mr. MoRBAUNT. If the ideas 6f many 
of tbefe aflbciators were to prevail^ a man 
would go to Spain or Portugal^ or evsn to 
Turkey m Morocco, in order to enjoy the 
b«iefit8 of liberty, and the pleafores of 
free converfation. At all events, a man^ 
who loved liberty, would change much 
lor the Ipetter, by going from London 
to Berlin ; where, though an highly mili* 
tary'and defpotic government is eftabliihed, 
the people are not deprived of the freedom 
of converfatioa«r It appears to ra6, that 
if any affpciations are neceffary in this 
country, the aflbciations wanted aire, not 
aflbciations for the fiipport of prerogative, 
but for the maintenance of the rights of 
the people. The aflbciators, and thofe 
who have aded in concert with them^ 
have endoaypured to iuppreis ail freedom 
of political diicufllon. It is weU jknown^ 
that a municipal (nagifirate has forcibly 

fupprefled 



t 225 ) 

lupprefled a fbcicty, meeting for the purpofe 
of political debate. But, in former times, 
fuch condu£^, in a iiia^ftrate in the fame 
fituation, Wduid n(St have be^n endured* 
Wlieii alderman Harley was lord-mayor of 
London, any man poffeffed erf" that office 
would have pafled his time in the metro* 
polis very unpleafitntly, if he had attempted 
to fuppreis the various public debating 
ipcieties which then fubiifted. It was not 
then thought a crime for men, old or 
young, publickly to deliver their fenti- 
ments concerning the balance pf Europe ; 
and, indeed, the criminality of political 
difcuffion, in the city of London, feems 
to be quite a new difcovely. 

Mn Grantljey. Sir, there have been 
great changes in the minds of men^ fince 
the period to which you refen 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. Yes, there have be^ 
great changes* We have fcen corporations. 

Vol, III. P who 
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who ufed to go up to the throne with the lan« 
guage of free men, (ince approach it with 
language little better than that of {laves and 
fycophants; and, among the novelties of 
the age, it is not one of the lead edifying^ 
to fee Mr. Alderman Wilkes at the head 
of an aflbciation for the fuppreflion of 
Seditious libels. As to the ailbciatorSy 
ibme of them, under the pretence of fup<* 
porting law and the conilitution, have 
been guilty of a£b of grois and ihameful 
.opprefiion. But the perlbns, whom they 
have chiefly injured, have been men in 
narrow circumftances, and who, having 
little property, were incapable of procuring 
the procedion of the law ; which, what- 
ever may be faid of its excellency, and of 
that ot our conftitutipn, every man who 
has the leaft knowledge of the world muft 
be convmced, is not the fiime for the rich 
and for tne poor. Some of the affociators 

alfq 
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alio encourage private and anonynaous in- 
formation, and condud theniielves in fuch 
a manner^ that no man, who has any 
pretenfions to the character of a gentleman, 
or a man of honour, ought to be prefent 
at any fuch ailbciations. 

Mr. Grantley. In the former part of 
our converfiition, Mr. Mordaunt, you dif- 
covered much diflike at our being engaged 
in a war with France : but you (hould re- 
member, that the French firft declared 
war againft England. 

Mn Mordaunt. They certainly did* 
But were not the meafures, adopted by the 
Britifli miniftry, naturally calculated to 
produce fuch an event ? How were the 
French to continue in a ftate of peace with 
a nation, or an adminiftration, who would 
Blot treat with their ambafl&dor, or enter 
into any negociation with him ; and by 
which he was fent out of the kingdom 
Pa dif. 
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difrefpe(Si:fully and precipitately? When 
M. Chauvelin was ordered to cjuit the 
kingdom in eigbt days, was not then war 
virtually declared by the court of England? 
I have never yet been aible to learn, that,* 
previoufly to the time when that minifter- 
was ordered to leave this country, th« 
Britifh natioti had received either injury* 
or infult from the republic of France. As 
to the objedtion ftarted againft iacknow- ■ 
Icdglng iVI; Chauvelin as a minifter, becaufe 
he did not receive his credentials fioni * 
king, but from a great nation, this as aa 
objeftion fuited only to the underftandings 
of the lords of the bed-chamber, and the' 
maids of honour. Men of fcnle arid 
(pirit, not rendered fervile by court con- 
uexions, niuft rejeft it with dif3ain« 

Mr. Grantley. It was peremptorily 
afferted by the minifters in parliament, that 
a ftrid neutrality refpefting France had 

been 
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h^t^] obferyed by ^c cqm-t of Greja|t 

Britam. 

JN^fir. MoRpAUNT, It was ip afferted; 
but when we examine into the faftis, do 
we find that this neutrality \y^s really 
adhered to? Was not the exportation of 
corn to France prohibited, though it was 
permitted to other countries ? In the fitu- 
s^tioii in which France was then know^ tp 
bcj was not this an a^ eminently hqftile ? 
And was not the Alien bill a cl€;ar violation 
of die Commercial treaty with France, 
ihowgh that treaty was manifeftly and 
-hig][ily beneficial to this country ? 

^. Gkantlsy, Much has been faid 
concerning the attempt of the French to 
open ^e navigation of the Scheldt ; andy 
a^ ^p Dg|:ch are our allies, it has beon 
thought, that' this alone was a fufficient 
ground for engaging in a war with' France. 

Mf' MoJ^DrAVNT. It cpuld not poffibly 
P 3 be 



C ^3^ 1 

be a proper ground of war, bccaufe it wai 

admitted, even by Mr. Pitt himfclf, that 

the States General of the United Provinces, 

who only could be aggrieved by opening 

the navigation of the Scheldt, had made 

no requifition on this fubjeft to the court 

of England, The opening of the Scheldt 

was in no relpeft likely to be injurious to 

Great Britain. . On the contrary, there 

was ftrong reafon to believe, that it would 

have been highly beneficial to our trade 

and manufactures. Was England then to 

be involved in a war with the French 

nation, becaufe they had " procured for a 

** people the ufe of a river that gave them 

** a free communication with the ocean^ 

** and opened even to the Englifh a more 

^* direA mode of communication with the 

^* Belgic provinces ?'* 

. Mr. Grantley. Well, Sir, but the waff 

wl»ether"with or without juft rcalbn, i$ 
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Vow' commenced; and it has beea laid, 

that " when once our country is engaged 

in a war, all queftions relating to the 

necef&ty, or propriety, of entering upon 

it, ought to be fuip^nded till its con- 

^« clufion/' 

Mr. MoRDAUNT. I am, Sir, by no 
means of that opinion. If a nation has 
entered into a war unjuftly, or witH too 
much precipitation, they cannot be top 
fblicitous to bring about its termination. 
Surely, the lives of human creatures are 
worthy of fome attention^ perhaps of at 
much attention as the reputation of minify 
tcrs of ftate. Though a war be com^ 
menced, yet as the reprefentatives of the 
people have a right, fo the people at large 
have alfb a right, to examine, whether 
there was fufficient cauJe for the war, and 
whether proper meafures were adopted by 
the miniftry for its prevention ? A nation 
P 4 muft 
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muft be eiiflaved indeed, who arc not per- 
mitted to exprefs their defires to be de- 
livered fronl the calamities of war, if tlhey' 
b'elieve, that the' CQntinuaricc cf. war will 
riot promote either the intereft^ or -the' 

honour of their country. 

Mr. Grantxey. It niuft at-kaft be 
admitted, that, by the conftitution, de-: 
clariiig war, arid making peace, are a part 
df the royal prerogative. • 

" 'Mt: MoRD AiTN T. By- Ifhe ' prefent c^* ' 
ftitiition, whether property or othenvi'fe,' 
tfce power of making ^k?ar or' peace ^s uri-^' 
doubtedly veftedin the king.- But the pre- 
rogatives of thd king were conferred oa^ 
him for the 'benefit of the nation, aodb 
they are to be exidrcifed. for the. adyaiitagr 
of the people, and not to their detriment; 
and they have alwaj^ a right to inquire, 
whether the : royal prerogative^ are fo 
exercifed, 

Mr. Grantlex. 
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Mn Orantlbt. But what could induce 
^ mioiftry to engage in a vrzt^ or the 
parliaineiit to concur in it, if there wa$ 
any rea£in to believe, that it would be 
eventually injurious to the nation ? 

Mr. MoHDAUNT. It is often difficulty 
Sir, to penetrate th? real motives and 
defigns of minifters and courts. We 
muft not fuppofe, that adminiftration, of 
the parliament, have been induced to 
engage in any meafures pernicious to the 
nation, by ** that glaring and dazzling 
^ influence at which the eyes of eagles 
^ have blenched," to adopt the luxuriant 
latiguage of Mr. Burke. But we may be 
permitted to afk, whether it be a thing 
totally new, and abfolutely impoffible, for 
theininiftry, and even the parliament of 
England, to be engaged in meafures unfa- 
vourable to the real interefls of the people ? 
Does not the American war afford demon- 

ftrative 
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ibative tvidencc of the poffibility of fiich 
an event? What high language was 
aflumed in parliament, early in the conteft 
between Great Britain and the colonies ? 
One of the minifters, {landing in his 
place, in the houfe of commons, would 
not " deign to inquire where a Congrefe 
•* of vagrants was to be found.'* What 
was the refult? ** I conceal,'* fays Mr. 
Burke, " the ridiculous figure of parlia^^ 
*^ ment, hurling its thunders at the 
*^ gigantic rebellion of America; and 
** then, five days after, proflrate at the 
** feet of thofe afTcmblics we affe^ed to 
** defpife ; begging them, by the intervene 
** tion of our miniflerial furetics, to receive 
" our fiibmiffion ; and heaitily promifing 
" amendment." And, in another fpeech| 
the fame gentleman fays, " Wc lent 
'* out a folemn embafly acrofs the Atlantic 
** ocean, to lay the crown, the peerage, 

'^ the 
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*^ the commons of Great Britain^ at the 
** feet of the American congrefs/* Thefe 
things ihew^y that neither minifters, nor 
parliaments, are inMible. And as to the 
war now entered into with France, I 
could have wifhed, that the caufes and 
reafons of that war had been rendered 
more obvious to common and vulgar un- 
derftandings. For however highly we may 
eflimate the wifHom of parliament, plain 
men, who are fi>mewhat in the habit of 
exercifing their underftandings, will wifli 
to know, for what reafon they are to pay 
new and accumulated taxes ; and .will be 
led to inquire, whether our war with 
France be founded on juftice, or policy; 
and whether the objeil of it be to eftablilh 
the claims of foreign defpots, and to 
m&xast the deques of tyranny ? 

Mr. Grantlet. 
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Mr. GiiANTLEYv I con&is^ SSr^ to ^eak 
candidly, that however ready I might he ft> 
concur in the aiTociatk^ns^ from the idea, of 
fecuring toy own property, I cpttld JJlWCf 
very clearly difcern the reafons, or the Wh 
ceffity, for a war with France. Without, 
however, being fully convinced of ih^ 
propriety of the meaforc, I attended to the 
arguments that were urged in its fupport ; 
and was willing to give as much credit ds 
I could to the re&itude of the views (if the 
miniftry, and to the wifdoin oi^ their ad- 
miniftration* . : , / . 

Mr. MonDAUNT. Fev(^ things, I thtnk^ 
are more evident, than that a padon ovcr- 
'whelmed with dipbts^ and taxes, as GfCgt 
'Britain how is, ought to engage' in no w*r 
but in a cafe of e^tffeme neceflity.' J^hoibfi 
fays,. " As war is tfee laft of remediM, 

•• CUNCTA PRIUS TENTANDA, all lawful 

*^ expedients muft be ufed to avoid it. As 

•^ war 



** war is the extremity of evil, it is furely 
** the duty of thofe> whofe ftation intrufts 
" them mth'the care of nations^, to divert 
♦* it from their charge." It feems extrt- 
crdinary, that a liartion fliotiidhe fo injured 
is to have occafion to go to war, and yet 
no mail be ^le to give St clear accQ«nt of 
what the injury is. I know, from the 
moft duthentic infornaation, that, before 
the war, the Fi^ench were more defirous of 
bfeiflg alf peace with the people of England, 
than with any other iwtion^ They were 
(b far froiti' being inclined to treat the 
Engliffi Inj'uri&ufly, iHat^ if any man ia 
France were known tb be an Englifliman^ 
he was treated with refpefl: merely on that 
account. -As the French nation were 
ftruggling for their liberties, they cxpeAed 
no countenance or fupport from the deipots 
of Europe. But tljey naturally thought^ 
that a brave and free nation, like that oi 

England^^ 
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England, who had often ardently conteaded 
for their own liberties, would view with 
efteem and approbation another oationr 
exerting every nerve in the fame noble 
cauie; and they hoped, that this efteem 
and approbation would not have been with* 
drawn, on account of thofe irregularities^ 
of condud in a part of the French nation^ 
which could hardly excite much furprize, 
when the difficulties and peculiarity of their 
fituation were jufUy and candidly con* 
fidered. It fhould alfb be remembered, 
that part of the irregular and indefenfible 
z&s which have happened in France, may 

* reafbnably be attributed to thofe evil dif^ 
pofitions in the lower order of the people, 
which are the natural refult of a defpotic 
government* When a regular fyftem of 
free government has been longer efla- 

^blifhed, when the people have been accus- 
tomed to the union of liberty and laW|^ 

their 
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their eondud: will become leis cenfurablc 
A tyrannical form of government naturally 
produces cruelty of difpofition ; and men 
muft have been fome time in the habit of 
enjoying freedom, before they can either 
experience or- exhibit all. its advantages. 
But as to the late affociations in England^ 
I am apprehenfive, that they have ccxitri* 
buted much more, than the people are 
aware, to the commencement of hoflilities 
with France. If thefe aflbciations had a 
tendency to encourage the miniftry to 
involve the nation in a war, to which 
before they might be too nwch inclined, 
but concerning which they might be irre- ' 
iblute, from their doubts refjpefling the 
temper of the people, they may then 
juiUy be confidered as very ferious evils* 
For I know of nothing that is fo likely to 
be fatal to the welfare and profperity of 
this country, and to the fecurity of the 

prefent 
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pt^nt^eftabiiKhment, as a War 4^itk the 
French nation. 

Mr, GRANtLftV. It id certain, that war 
invfft greatly xrontribtite to increafe our 
taxes, and to leflen our trade, and njay 
eventualiy be produdive of great national 
ealamity. 

Mr. MoKDAirNT. Many men of large 
property feemed very ready to join in the 
adbciationd. But I do not think, that their 
condUia has at all contributed to increafe 
the fecurity, or the value of their property. 
As to thofe perfons, whofe property is 
chiefly lodged in the funds, they could 
hardly have adopted any meafiire more 
pernicious, than that of fupporting any ad- 
miniftration, which ihould be inclined to 
involve the nation in an unneceflary war. 
Such an event muft have a natural tendency 
to lower the funds, though this may not 
be its immediate efFed. The prefcnt cri- 
tical 



tical Jbate of HoU^vl, aud o^^er put$ 
of Europe^ may have occaiioaed foreigoers 
to depc^ large fums id pur fttculs^ wMch 
Would» for iooic time at leaft^ prevcndt 
that dimioutioa in dieir value, which waa 
otborwiie to be expei^ecL But the prefcat 
flatr of thiogs cannot laft long; and no 
men will .probably be greater fuderet$ by « 
war than the ftock-^holderd. 

Mr. GRANTI.8T. There ieums nwcb 
tcafon VI what you liave advanced. I hav« 
myfelf coniiderable projperty in the fond?;; 
and, if I .had before viewed the matter in 
this lightf I ihould not have be^ci quite £> 
readjr to join in the ai&ciationd. 

Mr. MoADAUHT. A war with a natiod 
confifting of t wenty *£ ve millions of people, 
and that nation contending for its liberties,^ 
is certain^ a bufinefs of a very &riou$ 
nature ; and, however it may terminate^ 
it is ^ war in which no honour can be 

Vol. Ill, Q^ obtained 
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obtained on the part of Great Britaifli. I 
feel for the honour, as well as for the in- 
tereft of my country ; and, therefore, it 
gives ine deep concern, whenever I fee it 
at once injured and difgraced. What the 
confequences may be of a war with France, 
no man can with certainty predift. But 
tliat great prefent evils muft be the refiilti 
cannot be queftioned with the lealft appear- 
ance of reafbn. Superficial and uhiriforiried 
men, little acquainted with the hiftory of 
nations and of wafs, may be much elated' 
at a few advantages, which may bfe gained 
over the French at the commencement of 
a war ; but thefe advantages, if they fhould 
be obtained, may produce little eScQ: with 
refpeft to the final termination of the war, 
and to the ftatex)f things when a peace 
(hall take place. Defeats of the French in 
Holland, or in Flanders, may not mate* 
rially afFefl: the French revolution; nor 

caQ 
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Can it ivith iany degree of realbfi be et- 
ped^edy that the antient government will 
ever ho^ reftpi-ed, Such dn event can. 
Indeed^ be wi(hed for by no nian, who is 
not an enemy t^ the liberty of the human 
ipedes; fiich an event coiild be favourable 
only to the eflablifhnlent of defpotifip in 
Europe. I would alk then, What honour 
,Will Great Britain derive from a jtindHoh 
mith German ddfpots; and whether th6 
eradication of the principles of liberty wiM 
be a compenfation for the milli^His that 
will be expended^ and for the lives that 
will be loft ? Are the blood and treafure oJF 
England to be laviflied in a War, from 
which the peq)le of this country have not 
the moft remote profpe6t of the Icaft pof- 
fible advantage ? Whence are we to derive 
any con^nfatipn for the increafe of taxes, 
the lofe' of trade, and the decay of our 
manufadures ? What are the objects of the 
Q^a prelcnt 
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Itf-efcat wstft asyd wlisl. wffi pvobabljr be its 
teFminatkMi ? I would i^ farthear^ WiUthofe 
jpro^fe 4p<:ladrati0bs of lo/akyi whkhlia¥e 
beea xxxade by the aiiociators^ ekher leflibj9i 
4bd. pub]^ l^prtbenB, inwove our oout^ 
^IBbitioo^ or bventudly promote iBdioiud 

Mr; GbbAVT^ET:* Sir, upon dufy coa^ 
jfidedog. aH thitt yoa 1mm find, 1 am fimfilikav 
that { hmt ^dtered mto tft^ faiSbektioa^ m 
mUch I btL"^ eiaga(g«d| wi4^oiit ^luffici<fQ% 
confideriugttssitturci or jt&ironieqiiencc&t; 
«id of the jdtfils aiid.dangens of the war, 
iji wl&ich, ve .are unhappily itrroked, I 
haye now the fjalleft convi^on. 

Miv MoiiQiA(Vt4T., I anc^ 2^d» Sic, that 
you/ arc conirinced you have been iti 
jthe Wr^QiifT dnd I honour you for thi 
candour of yo!ur acknowledgement. IS^any 
others will jfopn. bp convii><:ed of their 
error* They will be infbuded by reflc6tioni 

and 
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and by the progrefs of events. The people 
of this country have been under a tempo- 
rary delufion. But , the delufion cannot 
laft long. The nation will recover, I 
hope^ its antient energies* The people 
will remember, that the princes of the 
houfe of Stuart were expelled this country, 
and. deiervedly expelled, becaufb Englifh- 
men would not fubmit to a tyramiical ad- 
miniftration. They will remember, that 
the profefled object of the elevation of the 
princes of the houfe of Hanover to the 
throne of Great Britain, was, the confirma- 
tion and eftablifhment of the rights of the 
people : and, if they have any juft fcnfe of 
what they owe to the honour of their coun- 
try, to themfelves, and to their pofterity, 
they will refblve to maintain, at whatever 
hazard, the freedom of conversation, 

the FREEDOM OF DEBATE, and the FREE- 
POM OF THE PRESS. 



RE M A R K S 

ON THE 

CONDUCT, PRINCIPLES, 

AND 

PUBLICATIONS, 

OF THE 

ASSOCIATION 

AT THE 

CROWN and ANCHOR, in the Strand, 

FOR 

PRESERVING LIBERTY and PROPERTY 

AGAINST 

REFUBLIGANS and LEVELLERS, 



rSSIlMS TSL KATVEA VXI. LZ61BQS COMVAKATVM rOKXT». U 
AEGUTA tBETITOS, I.IBZKTA8 MVTA S88BT. MILTON. 



[first published JN THE YEAR I793*3 






?^ 



REMARKS 

CONDUCT, PRINCIPLES, 
PUBXJl CATIONS^ 

OF TUB 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 
ASSOCIATION. 

HE proceedings of everf 
ibcie^,, avowedly form-* 
edandafleinbled for pub* 
lie pvrpoies^ are a juft 
fubje£k of public exami- 
tion and inquiry. No 
^^Ipgy, therefore, can be necef&ry, for 
making fiich remarks as ihall appear to be 
irell founded, on the condud, principles, 

and 
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and publications, of the Society meeting 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the 
Strand, under the title of " The A0bcia*- 
** tion for preferring Liberty and Property, 
** againft Republicans and Levellers," 

This Society was eftabliflied in Novem- 
ber^ 1 792 ; and, at a meeting held on the 
20th of that month, John Reeves, Efqr 
in the Chair, it was refolved, that the 
perfons prefent fhould " beconj^ a l^ipty 
" for difcouraging and fuppreffing feditious 
*^ publications." It was alfo refolved, that 
the fociety would ** ufe its beft endeavours 
<^. to ^ explain thofe topics of public di(^ 
** cufiion, which, had been perverted by 
" cvil-defigning men." On the 24th rf 
the fame month, they recommended, by 
public advertifement, the eftablifhment of 
fimilar focieties in other places ; and they 
refolved, that " the objeft of fych focieties 
" fhould be, to CHECK tub, cij^culation 

" OF 
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^* OF SEDITIOUS PUBLICATIONS OF ALL 

^ KiNDS^ whether news-papers or pam«- 
:^^ phlets, or the invitations to club-meet-? 
^^ iiigs, by difcovering and bringing to 
•^^ juftice, not only the authors of them^ 
^^ b\»t thofe who kq>t them inihops, or 
^^ hawked them in the ftreets for fale ; or, 
^^ what was much worfe, were employed 
♦* in circulating them from houfb to houie, 
♦* in any manner whatever/* Other aflb- 
ciations, eAabliflied on fimilar principles 
to that of the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
have accordingly been formed in various 
parts qf the kingdom; and the country 
Jias been in confequence difgraced, by 
numerqus combinations againft the freedom 
pf the preis. 

The pretence for eftablifhing the Crown 
and Anchor Aflbciation, and fimilar fbcie- 
ties and affociations, was, ** the danger to 
If* which the public peace and order were 

** expofed. 
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•♦ expofedy by the ciRCUXATfoif €f mis- 
** CHiEVDVs owNio«rs,** ail* ** firntknents 
^ in dire A oppoficioa to die iavra of the 
^^ hnd/'md it was €^ tiMtt thi^circuktion 
w^principc^ty earned on *^ by the indlfli^ry 
•• rf clubs and fbeieties of varioas deno« 
^ minations, ra many parts of the king- 
•• dom/* It was ferther fekj, that ** wicked 
^ men, by the means of chibs and ailb- 
^ ciationsy had been fpreading, among the 
^ £mple and ignorant, feditious opinions 
*• deftruffcive of good government, ajid 
•• the happinefs of us all. Good men *A 
** fociated to countei'aft thofe evil dcfigfis^ 
** to fbpport good government, and to 
** continue to us par prefent bappinefe ',^, 
Who were the " wicked men'^ here 
intended, I will not undertake particularly 

' • Proceedings of the Aflbciation for preferving Li- 
berty and Property againft Republicans and Levellers, 
No. L p. 8. 

to 
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to ^lecify i but the •* good men/* were 
jDvidendy tbe members of the Crown and 
Anchor Aflbciatkm^ and th^ ibUowers \ 
In a iobfeqtiient adverti&menty iigned 
John Reeirea, the Crown and Anchor 
jMSxaatbm declared, that they would ^ ufe 
^^ thetr beft endeavours, in aid tad fupport 
^^ of the ciyU magiftrates, to DiscouaAofi^ 

" AND COtfNTERACT ALL iSEMTIOUa PUB- 

^^ LIGATIONS, and attei»p(s to difturb 
"the |)tfa©e of the kingdom/' Tfa^ 

• It defcrves ^o be remarked, that in the above 
adirettifement x)f tfade ^ go^ men,'' she Crown and 
Aodho; alfociatQT^. the advertifement was ftated to b^ 
figned, ** by order of the Society, John Moore^ 
Secretary/' But it now appears, that in this bufinefe 
thcfe good men were guilty of a grofs impofition on 
the public. For it has been fince proved, by cvi- 
deBCCi in a cemmittee of the faouTe of commons, 
that no fttch maa as John Moore exifled; and that 
tiii$ name^ which was affixed to other adv^rtifements of 
the fpciety, was only falfely aflumed, as a political ex- 
pedient for the promotion of their righteous purpofe^. 

addpd^ 



^6Aedy that ^^ia doing this, anclin makm^ 
^^ the preieiit declaration of their intentioD^ 
^* they hoped they ihould indute othersr^ 
•^ who had theiaihe wifli with thcmfelves, 
*^ to fupport the good laws apd conAitntioJi 
^^ of this kingdom V and the peace and 
*f happmefs of. fociety, to: make .fimilar 
•* exertions in their relpeftive neighbour- 
" hoods, for the' Ukepurpofes." 

The loyal aObciations which were thus* 
fprmed, in different parts of the kingdom, 
did not confine themfelves merely to the 
liippreffion of feditious publications, or to 
attacks on the liberty of the prefs; but 
they alfo endeavoured to fupprefs the free- 
dom of conyerfation, and forcibly to in^ 
terrupt the meetings of all clubs or focietjes, 
whofe objeft was political difcuflion. They 
publiflied refolutions, in which they de- 
clared, that they would individually, and 
coUeftively, be vigilant in the deteftion, 

and 
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and zealous in the profecution, of all fuch 
perfbns as might attempt to alienate the 
afFedtions of the people from the eftabliflied 
government, cither by the circulation of 
difafFe£ted publications, or fcditious con- 
verfation. Publicans were threatened to 
hfive their licences withdrawn, if they 
fufFered any feditious clubs or meetings in 
their houfes, or permitted any feditious 
publications to be read, or debated, or any fe- 
ditious iconverfation; and, being intimidated 
by thefe threats, the publicans themfelves 
tnade united declarations, that they would 
exert themfelves to fupprefs feditious wri- 
tings, and to difclofe and make known 
fcditious converfation. 

Such afTociations againft the freedom of 
the prefe, and the freedom of fpeech, never 
appeared before in this country^ or in any 
other, in which the inhabitants had any 
pretenfions to public liberty. It'is extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary that any attempts ihouid haVe beeii 
made to ferm fuch ailbciationsj^ and fliJUl 
more exttaorduiar)r that iuch atten^td 
ihould have fucceeded. But the natioa 
had been fiUed with aLamts of jplots aodi 
conipiracies agaioft the conftitutioo^ which 
aeverexifled, and of whkh not the lead! 
evidence could ever be produced^ Th» 
txioft fdfe and malignant reprefentationit 
were likewife given of thofe focicties, 
which had beqi teftablifhed for thejpurpofe 
of pT'Omoting a parliamentary refoFm^; xur 
in any other manner advancin|[ the real 
intereils of public freedom. 

Associations of private individuals,, in^ 
vefted -with no legal authority, but com^ 
tined together for the purpofe of exhibit- 
ing informations, or inftitutiug profecu* 
tions, againft their fellow-citizens, for 
what they may deem too great freedoms in 
^jeaking, or in writings are certainly very 

incoiv- 
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lfic(5fli«liSlt WitK the gfenim of ^ frefe 
^dpk. Affcxiytibnfe tit flieri, itt wder 
td fe^i-e th^i): 6Wii Hghts, are not uti- 
cbiiiiSidh; biit aJIbciations of irieii to de^ 
pfiVe tKeWfelves of their liberties, or of 
any iJthjxJlrtant part of them^ rfiay be cbn- 
lidfcrSd iiH tnAy wonderful; 4hcl yet pre^ 
tifely o^this riatttfe were ktiitiy of thb 
iaftbfciaiidiife MicH hive l^tily taken placfc 
Mr tiii^ eo'uiitir^., ■ ' 

ffiik Sumii^t ijf MliSii^ |iibllcatidfis 
'which '\v^re cifculafed> was ilt-ggd a^ thb 
pmcr^a i^^afoti 'fdf- ifhe^ afeiatioris: but 
whatfever pblJtieat publiCiltiSns iaij hav^ 
appeared, there tould not jjoffibfjr be any 
juff ireaferi for gftabKfhing aiijribcieties or 
aw)ciations 61^ this kind. ItiswiflknowA 
to evety nfah, y/\i6 has'fiifty Jtod itopar- 
ilaiftf ihVeM^tea 'the- Mje6ti ihit tKfe 
jte^eii/ pdfl^Sed by the cfowii, Md thb 
crown ofl&cers, in th6 cafe «F libelsj aft-df 
. Vol. III. R fych 
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f\x^ z nature, that they can require na 
. additional ftrength, if it be intended, that 
any thing like the freedom of the prefe 
ihould be preferved to the inhabitants of this 
country. It has, indeed, been pretended^ 
that thefe^ aflbciations are not againil 
the freedom of the . prefs, but againft 
its licentiouifhefs.;, and a fimilar defence 
is made with refpe6): to the attacks on 
freedom of converfation. But who were 
to point out the precife boundaries between 
liberty and licentioufnefs, either in {peaking 
or in writing I Any man who (hould ft^te 
rea&ns for a parliamentary reform, and 
urge the ncceffity for it, might be con- 
lidered, by many of the aflbciators, as 
employed in attempting to alienate the af* 
fedions of the people from the eftablifiied 
qonftitution. Or if any man fhould happen 
to difapprove the me^fures of adminiftra- 
tion, and exprefs this diiapprobation either 
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by Ipeech, or by writing, this might be 
deemed feditious, and as tending to iiibvert 
the public peace* No man could, indeed, 
be convifted, without fome legal procefs j 
but if fentiments adverfe to the great 
interefts of liberry are propagated among all 
orders of the people, and if they are taught to 
coniider every publication as libellous, which 
arraigns or cenfures the proceedings of go- 
vernment, the moft public-lpirited and 
meritorious political writers may be con* 
vided as libellers, without reafon, and 
without juftice. Thofe who imagine, that 
no man can be convidled as a libeller, 
unleis his publication be really criminal, 
mufl be little read. in the State Trials, or 
in the hiftory of profecutions for libels. 
Whether a publication be, or be not a 
libel, is by no means a queftion equally 
clear with whether an adlion be or be not 
a felony. The latter fpecies of offence is 
R a precifcly 
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precifety defined fey tte laWs ; whereas th^ 
former has Been often a (ulJjed of conten- 
tion, and of great doubt and uncertaiilty, 
among the ableii and tKeacutefl lawyers. la 
trials for libels, it is alfo well known, that 
the judges, being appointed by the crown, 
are not apt to be too partial to the freedom 
of the prefer If profecutiohs, therefore, 
for political publications are frequen£'; if 
committees of accuiation againft iibelTers, 
or pretended libellers, are to be formed 
in every county, and in eveiy diftriat; 
and i^i^Bfe ineii, w6o are Hkely to fenrc 
on juries, have become memliers of tnefe 
aflbciations, or adopted their principles; 
it wiii be impoflible, that any tning like 
the real freedom of the prefs can fuSfiu in 
tjiis country. 

If erroneous opinions relpedling the 

rights of men, or the prqpeedin^ of aci- 

fnmifijration, or ah/ particular modes of 

( govern- 



^rofif « mk°^ <»f ffeyentipg any i|| ^g^s, 
^V^h my ^ %B9^^ to rcfjat from fpch 
fiPffl?on^? i? to proye thaf t|ie^ are fii)fp, w 
fy-gfi«?Pj|f?|. Of abfyrij. Tl^is j|riU be 
?»orf %!s^^ei7» and more efficacious, 
than any profecutions of libeller?. Mg^ 
fiKy %.f .^ifgp |?e /filepqed^ or ^ bo9H may 
^ P"*bi^jf«<*» io coqfc^uenpe of tbe in- 
fe'W^^ °f ;»P^ttorne^,^enefaJ, ^nd tlic 
j^jBcif^pn of f court of jufticej bi|t no ar-r 
gum|;n^ can be refuted by any other means 
fhan by that of f cloning. Jt. is a|?fi|rd to 
fMPPofe, that public liberty can fubfift, 
xybcre jjierc is nqt freedom of ipe(ech, an^ 
^e fr^dom of the pjefs. It ^as been 
imagined, f hat the late aflbciations " were 
favpurable tp the fecurity of property : but 
Gprdop fays, ." ^he Security of property. 
■ * ?^^ the frcjedom of fpeech, always go 
*-Aoget|ier; &q§ in t^ofe wrptched cpun- 
R 3 tries 
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♦^ tries where a man cannot call his tongue 
** his own, he can fcarcely call atiy thing 
•* elle his own. Whoever wbuld oVer- 
** throw the liberty of a nation, muft 
** begin by fubduing the \frecdom of 
^^ Ipeech ; a thing terrible to public 
" traitors." 

Much has been faid concerning clubs 
and ibcieties in England, who were 
charged with having formed defigns to 
fubvert the conftitution, and overturn the 
government. Bui neither the admmiftra- 
tion, nor their adherents, have been able to 
fuftain a (ingle profecution againft any of 
thofe popular focieties in England, con- 
cerning which fuch fcrious alarms were 
.profeffed to be entertained. With all. the 
vigilance of the Crowil and Anchor affcv 
ctation, arid of fimilar affociations in thef 
country, and with all the vigilance of th^ 
magiftrates and officers of government^ 
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it does not appear, that a fingljo^ ibdety or 
club in the kingdom has been diicovered, 
whole object was the eftablifhment of a 
republic, or againft whom any evidence 
could be produced, of any defigns or at- 
tempts againft the conftitution, or the 
government. 

The fbcieties for a reform of parliament, 
and the other popular Ibcieties, have con- 
ducted their proceedings in a very open 
and public mannen But it was recom- 
mended, that the bufinefs of the Crown 
and Anchor aflbciation, and other ibcieties 
on the fame plan, (hould be conduced by 
" fniall committees ;" the members being 
reminded, that thele were " not open 
" focicties for talk and debate, but for 

*♦ PEIVATE CONSUJ^TATION and REAL BU- 

*^ sjNEss \^' This was certeinly the beft 

• Proceedings of the Aflbciation for prcfcrving Li- 
berty and Property, ut fupra, pi 7. 

R 4 mode 
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mode ql proi^diag fof ^ S^fit^i, wbkh 
avowedly req^i^ed auonyinQHS' io&rqi^tiitfi 
againft pdYBte lisiiviiJupls ; bji|: fep^ ' fer 
receiving, ;aod z&uig 0|^^ fupb ^ony *« 
m6us in&rinatioD, wgj cKiAi^«fRt w|fh gj)^ 
principles of hfloour^ I ih^U l^^e tp |t^ 
public at large to determine. 'J'hs \^y 
cpurt of inquifitioiB, like tlii? ippiejy %f, the 
Crown and Anchor, aJifQ \^z^ ff pQur|[^ |o 
private and anonympus mfom^UPP i iwt 
it is alleged in juflificatioix of the bitor^ 
tkat though the gpntfenien Qf ^i§ ^pi-^ 
ation did receive priygl:/? 9fl4 a^oejnyfflcm? 
lafbriBatidn, thicy gJLw.ay^ jro?4? j> i^fry 
prudent and difcreet ijl^ pf it; and there- 
can be ucy doubt, hut that thp coyrt &£ j^r 
quifition woi^Id £bt up juft %ho fame kind 
of dd^nce^ The. Crown and. Anchor 
affociation , ieem, hQweycr,^ perfedily : fetis- 
fied with their own condud : fpr thpvigh 
yefted with pp. legal authority for jhl? 

Durpofe, 



V 
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«»¥9W«?^ to f^eiy? ^onynj9Ps inforifla- 
^ |g3ffi^ P/JVfl^? Hlvifl"^?? «♦ they 
** bf^fyf f^ejr l^v^ 4ifch^rged tjie ^pty. 
*- .of g9^ f?ff^?» .^ wplj ^ ttjat ftf ■ 
«* pfirfo?3^ yi^iq hayp #)ciate4 fqr ^ 
♦» ^xpfc^ P»»rpofe of defei^rjg tlie lajjrj^ 
^f Md cpnftitijtion of fheir country.'* 

^^s|j}ES the ^ppreflipa., by pjxtfecutioiis^ 
o^ fi^ou? pftljlipations in g«p^ral, thf 

Grf»y» gnd ^i)^hpr aifociatiop al/9 Brf3f^fc4 
[¥|rticu|^rly tp dil^punteQanp^ iuch ne^Sr 
I@pe^, .as nygljt hapgcij. ftpt to adop.t tjie, 
court crec^J, 9? i^^\ »f ^^if sflbcjatjgn.. 
% t)?^ J"cf(^qu pf a s^punk^ce of this 
a^cj^fipn, /d%t?4 Q?P,- 4» ?79?> ^ %n?4 
Jj^g Rejpyp?, it y^^ *? .^rP.e% rccpip- 
*f i9epd§d to all gpod fuVjei^s, whether 
*-* maimers of private .^unil^es, or keepers 
^i. pf jnhs, tayerns, or cpflfee-hoijics, to 
f ^ difcpntinue and difcourage the ufe and 



** circu- 
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^ circulation of all diifloyal and leditiousr 
** news -papers*/* This was introduced 
by an abfurd' and unJTounded tdle about 
French cmiffaries, .who were iiippofcd to 
have corrupted fome of the editors of 
news-papers. Whatever corruption there* 
may have been of the editors of news- 
papers, that corruption has certainly pro- 
ceeded from a quarter very different from 
that of republicans and levellers ; and not 
the leaft evidence has yet been produced 
even of the exiftence of thofe " French 
** emiffaries," who are faid to ** wifli to 
** deftroy our excellent conftitution." 

Thoxjgh the members of this afibciation 
had a deep fenfc of the evils that might 
arife, from fcditious news-papers being read, 
by the common people, they were yet of 
opinion, that they might derive benefit 
from an occafional perufal of fome of the 

-♦ Ibid. N* I. p. 13^. • 

loyal 
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loyal papers; and accordingly, in one of 
the publications of the fociety, they are 
particularly recommended to attend to the 
ftatements, in thefe papers, of the &vings 
in the public-money, which have been 
made by the prefent minifter, and which, 
if his pure and virtuous intentions had not 
been fruftrated, by his being compelled to 
call out the militia, might have relieved 
the poor frpm fome of their taxes ^ 

Th£ Crown and Anchor aflbciation were 
not content with taking proper meajdires 
againft authors, printers, and bookiellers, 
who might write, print, or fell {editions 
libels, but they alfb publifKed, on the 6th 
of December, 1 792, a very folemn admo- 
nition to the news-carriers. They re- 
folved, ** That a caution be hereby given 
^* to all fellers of news-papers, news- 

' Grown and Anchor affociation publications, N* 7, 

p. 2, 

^* carriers, 



« caciiecs, pgc&m deliKfitii^ %»qd^^^ 
& for oluhrpaeetings, aod ^ ite J^at if 
♦I fuch papers arc fe^.Q«8 m t^paJfeftltJfi, 
♦.* THEY are alfp gujUy, EjQi^AtLy jjrilfe jfefi 
<* original pubUfher, pcioter, as aiiiikof j 
i« and that it becomes them ^Eftjoiisi^ir XA 
(« coNsiD&K what are the aeyrsrp^rsi^- 
« papei? of igxitatian. tp clvjfes ?a4 QjljsS 
«* meetings, which tJwy'ffilU carry.* fif 
«* diftribute, and jvhethftf tfegy afj; pf ^ 
•J nature to bring «gflQ .tbeip tb? HO?l?^«s 
« of the lavf.'* 

Ix might haye tees pr^f^ija^^, %f it 
WMild have pQC^rr^d to the ^g§<^y ?f ll*)? 
men&ers qf ffef ^roy^g and Anc^Qt aflfo^ 
cialidn, *iia,t' i( tl?qr ftat^mepj wa^ j,u%, 
the p^or iiew§-cjirriejs piuA )?e. ig a y^rjf 
peril^s fitttatip,!?. - If. is ^fp e\5ident, ^^t 
theit oqcupat^P npwft ^e y^y laborious, 
and require no incqnfiderable degree of 
knowledge. A news-carrier cannot, any 

more 
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tnore ^Kkii afiy other man, be aflufea, tfiat 
the papers hb fells concaiii ho libels, uiiftS 
he lias prevtoufly rcid ifctem* It i^ alio ne- 
.cefefyi triat he riidiiid be well (fcilteii iS 
itie law of iibys. He ^oUfd iikewife' fei 
iubjeae^ to the reproaches of luch ot his 
cuiromers, as were not lo well informed as 
liie lii^irigfei^s bf the trix>^ii ^tiil McM 

afibtiaffl; fdr his a^ia^ ift iKH ^ (&ii\?^^ 6t 

his ^It^ ^ FcJi^^b^ Iha'm' Mt ^' iJei^i 
iftaiv'h#'p^VriM tfie'M^i^ingefiMiB^^ 
kJtfee%6rA% Pbiir^M tEGa^fetteef, 
and 'tke tfefy; an^' ffi^' i^iffi^s; M^'M 

WBrk, itvA tK^^ fm^ Advertiigh ^SiJA 

ine Piifeiic tJedger, ihc day muift of nece& 
iity fee f^r advanced. In the evenhlg ali^, 
\iot briiy nis lafbdiirs, biit His hiidies, mutt 
igaiil commence. He wolilci theii have, 
bri f6m6 eVeriings in the week, to paft 
through the IS'tar, arid the St. James^i? 
Chronicle, and the Loiddori Evening, and 

the 



the London Chronicle, and Lloyd's Even- 
ing, and the General Evening, and various 
other papers. In (hort, in order to comply 
properly with the direfldons of the Crown 
and Anchor aflbciation, and carry on his 
trade lafely, a news-carrier would be re- 
duced to the neceffity of reading more than 
Ibme of the bifliops. And, after all this 
labour^ if he fhould happen to overlook a 
feditious paragraph, or not. perceive its 
pernicious tendency, he might, ftill be in 
danger. Very grave lawyers^ well ikilled 
in black-letter cafes, and of profound read- 
ing, have been extremely cautious of pro- 
nouncmg haftily in matter of libch It 
appears, that Mr. Juflice BuUcr, oh the 
trial of the Dean of St. Afaph for a libel, 
at Shrewfbury, in 1784, declined giving 
.any opinion whether the dialogue, for the 
publication of which the dean was tried, 
and which was known to bq written by 

* Sir 



it 
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Sir William Jones, was, or was not a 
libeL " It was not for him,'' he faid, " a 
fingle judge, fitting at Nifi Prius, to 
fay, whether the pamphlet was, or was 
** not a libel.*'. But a news-man muft de- 
termine immediately, whether the papers 
he is to fell, contain libellous matter, or 
otherwifc. Now to exped, that n^ws- 
carriers in general (hould be more learned 
in the law of libels than Mr. Jufticc 
Buller, and that they (hould read more, in 
the ordinary courfe of their profeffion, 
than fbme of the bench of bifhops, does 
not feem perfectly reafbnable. 

The Crown and Anchor affociation had 
relblved, that they would " ufe their befl: 
" endeavours, in aid and fupport of the 
** civil magiftrates ;" and accordingly, on 
the .firft of December, 1792, they re- 
folved, that the thanks of that fociety 
Aould be given to the lord-mayor of 

London, 



London, ^* for fcis well-tiiriea adlTvity ind 
•* exertion in iupport of the laws and con- 
** ftitution.'* One fignal fervibe, which 
had been perfo'rmea by tKis magiftrate, 
was, the fuppreffion of a Ibciety or young 
men, who were accuftoincd to meet at a 
houfe in CoriiKill for pofitifcal aifcuflidn, 
and who had Forhied the wicTced defigii of 
entering into a public debatd cpncefhihg 
the Balance of Europe, fey the courage, 
magriaiiiriiity, and vigorous exertloiis of 
the lord-iiaayor. Sir James ISanderfbn, auled 
by the public force of the city, this focicty 
was, it feems, completely diflblved. But 
there iriay poflibly be fbrhe difierence of 
opinion reipeftirig the degree of applaule^ 
which this great magiftfate might deferve, 
fer his new arid important difcovery,' that 
public and political debate iii the city of 
London is a crime, ah^ for his coridiid in 
confequeiice of that difcoverjr. 

One 
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Onb rcafbn affigned for the aflbcialtioDS 
was, ** the prefcrvation of public traa- 
tjuillity/* But there is no rcafon to believe, 
that tfaeie afTociations have in the leaft 
.contributed to the efbt^liihment of public 
tranquillity* It does not appear^ ^ that any 
riot has been fupprefTed by the exertions of 
the aflbciators, or that any have been pre- 
vented by any previous meafiires that they 
. have adot>ted.> On the contrary, at fome pla- 
ces they fcem to have had a ftrong tendency 
to produce ripts. At Manchefter, in par- 
ticular, qji the evening of the very day, 
on which the aflbciation there was formed, a 
riot took place in that town, and the adlors in 
it were avowedly of the fame principles 
with thofe of the aflbciators. Befides other 
afts of violence, the loyal rioters, Ihouting 
•* Church and King,'* made a violent 
attack on the houfe of Mr. Walker, and 
would probably have deftroyed it,- had it 

Vol. III. S vot 
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not been for the vig<iro\i6^<fc^oe ftfade by 
that, gentlemati and his friends. ftfr# 
Walker is a man of excellent cbara£ter^ 
very eftimable for bis peribnal quaUtieft, 
and who had irendered great public iet- 
viees to the town ; but becaufe his political 
<;reed hardened to be didtnrent from thai: of 
the aiTociators, the ChUrch and King mcb 
thought proper to evideqoe their loyaltf, 
\^y attempting the demolition x>f bis boaft« 
Mr, WaQmr's own firm and manty conduA 
prevented the greateft part of the miichitf 
thit was intended ; but for his lecitritj fab 
was not indebted to the aiTociators^ 

* Of the Infamous praftices afterwards entered into, 
againft Mr, Walker, by men pretending to aflbciatc 
in fupport of law and government, a copious and 
icurioas accouiit may be found in the Trial of thskt 
gefitktiian) andothers, publifiied byhimfelf; and alfo 
In his Revfeir of.fbme of the Political Bfents ydAA 
occurred in Maache(ler« publiibed in 1794. 

Ai 
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As. the Crown aad Anchor aKockttott 
d^lare4, in one of theit advcrtif€naente# 
tltat k Was |)re>pef that focietieSi^ hkt theirs^ 
" ihoruld by rctedSining, arid by circulating 
" cheap books and pdpers^ eridcavour to 
*^ undeceive thofe peor peopk, who havcj 
^* been ndifled by the Infufion of Cfinions, 
** dangefous to their own Welfare, , and 
*V thdt of the ftate;^' they have accord- 
in^^y piibliflied a va^-iety of pieces, ibcb 
<^ M apjje^red to tfaem moft ^ to cduntera^ 
*^ the poifoR of iei^aos and inflammatoTy 
•^ writing? ;'* and they have evcil opened a 
ihopi near Tempk-bar, for the expreia 
puip^ of felling thde k>yal pubHcatioosv 

What the tendency is of the publida- 
tions, printed by order of the Crown and 
Anchor affociation, will beft appear by an 
inipeftion of them ; and thofe, by whom 
they fliall be impartially examined, will 
foon difcover, that thi^ fentiments which 
S a they 
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they convey are often extremely hoftile to the 
interefts of public freedom. Indeed, if fome 
of the do£):rine$, now difleminated among 
the common people by thefe publications! 
had formerly prevailed in this country, an4 
been generally adopted^ the Revolution 
could never have taken place^ nor would 
the princes of the Houfe of Hanover ever 
hav£ been raifed to the throne of Grea.t** 
Britain. And if any minifter were in« ^ 
clined to prepare the minds of the people 
for a deipotic government, he could 'not 
cafily employ better inftruments, than men 
who would propagate among them fucb 
fentiments, as fbme of thofe which are in^^^ 
culcated in the publications of the Crown 
and Anchor af&ciatioa^ 

Ons 

. ' The Chairman of the Crown and Anchor afTo* 
elation^ ^ho appears to have been their moft z€tiy9 
m^mberi, and whofe. name often occurs in the * ad- 

vertife- 
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One great objcQ: of the publications of 
this aflbciation appears to be, to calum« 
niate the friends of freedom. If the pub- 
lication 

vertifements of the focicty, was John Reeves, Efq; chief 
juftice of Newfoundland, fteward of the duchy of Lan- 
cafter, commiflioner of bankruptcies, law clerk in 
lord Hawkefbury's office, and treafurer to the Wcftmin- 
iler police. This gentleman alfo appears to be the author 
of a pamphlet, publiflied in I795> under the title of 
** Thoughts on the Englilh government. Addrefled 
^ to the Quiet Good Senfe of the People of 
^' England.'* This pamphlet, among other paflages 
of the moft contemptible court fervility, contains the 
following : '' The Englifh yield a willing obedience 
^' to a government not of their own ; it is an here* 
** ditary king, who bears all the burthen of govern- 
<' ment, who is endued with' all the power neceflary 
'< to carry it on, and who enjoys all the honour and 
** pre-eminence neceflary to give fplendour to fo high 
' << a ftation. It is the King's peace, under which 
<* we enjoy the freedom of our pcrfons and the fecu- 
.<* rity of our property. He makes, and he exe- 
<< CUTES the laws, which contain the rules by which 
S3 " that 
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Jicfttion pf the rooft vlruknt abufe agalnft 
thofe mmy whofe polkiwl ^^ntiments are 
4ilf§rerit from their oWn^ aad the grof&ft 

mif-- 

^< thftt peace is kept ; ^nd for this ^nrpofe, sill 6ffi<!erfy 
^< civil and militatf, derive tbeir authority from hitti, 
*♦ Still farther to ftrengthen this all-powcrfiil fwzf^ 
i^ two qualities are added that feem to bring tbia 
<< royal fovereignty, as far as mortal inftitiitions caft 
<^< be, ftiU nearer to the goveknmsnt of Hiaven, 
«^ Firfty this power is to have perpetual continuance : 
** THB &ING NSVEE DIBS. Secondj^, fuch un- 
^f boiiaded power (hall be prefumed td be exereifed 
^< with SIS eipinent goodnefs ; and it is accordingly 
<^ h^M, that Tus KiNQ CAH mo NO wrong; 
^^ meaningf that bis perfon is fo facted, that wrong 
<^ {ball never be imputed to hito/' — " The govern* 
^' mcnt of Pngtopd is l MOMAttCHY ; the monarch 
<' is the anti^nt (lock from which h»ve fprungtfaofb 
<< goodly l?ranches of the legi(lamre» the lords and 
^< copiixionsi that at the fame time gite ornament to 
<f the tree, and afford ihelter to thofe who feek pro* 
'< tedion under it, But thefe are dill only bi^anchesj, 
H ap4 derive their origin and their nutriment f]x>m 

" their 



]^ci«$ of merit tl»e Cr^wn an4 Anchor 
•ffi)piat]on htve a juft ckim* In one ef 

their 

^ their common ^reat ; they may be topped off> and 
^ the tsee 13 a tree flill ; (horn indeed of its bonours^^ 
^* but not^ like thtm^ caft imo the fire. Tha 
1^ gQvcnimejit may go on^ in all its fun&tons> vrithout 
*' losds or commons; \t has hitherto done ib for 
^ years together, and in our time it does ifo during 
*< every recefs of parliament ; but without the king 
<' Hia parliament is no more. Theking> therefore, 
^ alone it is ivfao necefiarily fubfifts, without change 
*^ or diminution ; and from him alone we unceafingly 
<< derive the prote&ion of law and government.'* 

Such were the fentiments propagated by the chair* 
man of the Crown and Anchor aflbciation ; and iimilar 
fentiments repeatedly occurred in the publications of 
that aflfociation; On the i ith of December, I795y ^o 
Houfe of Commons refolved, that the pampUet, 
entitled, " Thoughts on the Engliflx Government,'^ 
&c. is a ^* malicious, fcandalous, and feditious libel, 
<< containing matter tending to create jealoufies and 
<* divifions among his majefty's iDyal fubjeds ; to ali* 
S 4 . " enatc 



their publications it is faidi^ tluit ^^ thii 
•* peribns who compofe the focietics for 

• ^* CONSTITUTIONAL |l8F0EMATION are 

** men 

'' enate their afFedfoiis from our prefent happjr form 
^< of government, as eftabliihed in king, lonlsi and 
** commons; and to iubvert the true principles' df 
^^ our free conftitution ; and that the faid pamphlet 
^' is a high breach of the privileges of this houie.'* 
On the 15th of the fame month, the houfe alfo re^ 
folved, ^' That an humble addi^efs be prefented to 
** his majefty, humbly to defire his majefly, that he will 
f* be graciqufly pleafed to give diredions to his attorney- 
<' general to profecute John Reeves, Efq; as tlie author 
*^ or publifher of a printed pamphlet, entitled. Thoughts 
<^ on the Engliih GovernmeiUt addrefled to the Quiet 
«« Good Senfe of the people pf gngland." 

fiefides the paflages alfe^idy quoted fron:i this 
pamphlet, others equally curious are to be found in it. 
Mr. Reeves expreffcs his diflike.to Reirolutibn feiv? 
timents, and Revolution celebrations; and has a great 
averfion to Conftimtional lawyers.. Of thofe gentlemen, 
who have occafionally met to celebrate the anniverfary 
pf the Revolution, he fays, " J wonder, cofifidefing 

" th^ 



^^ men of weak heads, of bad hearts, or 
** delperate fortunes." In another of 
thefe pieces it is aflerted, that thole who 

affociate 

f^ the rank and (lation of Tome of thefe perfons, that ~ 
*^ a fenfe of good breeding and decorum has never 
** fi^gefted to them, that fo much commemoration 
f' of that Revolution, repeatedly urged out of all 
'< feafon and meafure, cannot sound agrbeablt 

<< IN THE EARS OP THE SOVEREIGN.'* Among 

the political writers^ to whofe works he has a par* ' 
ticular averfioni one is, George Buchanan ; and it 
may be readily admitted, that Buchanan is a political 
writer of a very different clafs from Mr. Reeves. 

' He thinks it a very happy circumftance for tht 
church of England, that, at the Reformation, ^< fhe 

<< was UNITED WITH THE INTERESTS OP THE 

^' CROWN, in fuch a manner as to claim the fiili 
^' fupport of the civil power, if aflailed by enemies.** 
He fays, that, at that period, ^* occafion was taken 
'* to put an end to the long-contefted claim of the 
^' pope, to exercife ecclefiaftical dominion over the 
** king's fubjefts in this kingdom. The whole of 
f* that ufurped jurifdiftion was exprefsly and coftr- 

« plctcly 
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ai!bciat6 to increafe the libeittss of tb» 
people^ *^ iktky hy means whicb thef 
*^ know to be the*high load to GO^fufiah, 



i€ 



to 



^ pbldjr taken siway by z& of parliiameat r and that 
^ jurifdidion, firft u^er the aame ef HeadJOup, and 
«« tbni of Supremacy In «U ecclefiaftical mattefs, 
<« vns pbcod by the fame wthority in th^king. Th« 

<^ CHUECH WAS THVS FA$T BOUND TO THB MO- 

<< NAKCRY ; and tbia uniea <tf aU audiority^ eocle^ 
«< fiaftieal as well as cUW, ki the CrOw]^^ » H was 
^< hoped J befides placing roligion out of d>ng^> woyU 

<< m^ke A CQMMOK CAU&E l^TWIftN CHUftqH AV9 
** STATE." 

Mtf lUavi^s bas a gteat averfion to Calvin* and the 
Cabinitls ^ but he fometimo think9 proper bimfelf to 
vo^t ufe pf Calvi»iftic langu^^ Thu9» fpeakin|g of 
|UpMb}ican$j he bjfh that being '^ delivtered ^iver toa 
*< ftale of itprob4tion> they aft aa totldly bereaved of 
<< faving and preventive grace." He c^nplaina^ that 
there are fome EngUQuBen fo porverfe, jtbat they art 
npt iiKlined to *^ repofe themfelves confidently on 
*• the government of the king.*' He ha^j howevcp, 
a good opinion of his countrymen in general* '^ I 

** am 



** ip leize what is not thcur rig^t^ at ths 
^ es^pcnce of crimes fimilar to thoie whkb 
^ have deilro^ed one of the firil kingdoms 

•* in 

f« am not,** he fays, ** A citizen of the world, 
<* fo as to divide my aiFedion with ftrangers. I am 
^ an Engliflunan ; and I thank God for having 
<< placed me among a people, who, I think, poflefa 
4€ more goodnefs of heart, And tnoxe good fenfe, than 
** any other in the world, and who are the happieft, 
« becaufe th^ make the beft nfe oi both/* 

it may esccite furprize in feme of liis readers, that 
Mr. Reeves in one particular <!encurs exadly in opi- 
nion with Thomas Paine* He thinks, vvith him, that 
we have no Conftitution, ^* The Government,'* he 
iiys, *< we know, and the Laws we know, but die 
** Conffitution we know not. It is an unknown 
^^ region^ that has never been vifited but by dreamers, 
♦* and men who fee vifions." 

Mr. Reeves's pamphlet is " addreifed to the quiet 
** GOOD SENSE of the people of England ^" but if they 
had formerly been charaAerized by that « quiet good 
^* fenfe," for which he fo much commends them, 
^agna Charta' would never have exifted> nor would 

the 
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•* in the world.'* The friends of parlk-^ 
inentary reform^ and of public liberty, arc 
alio called >^ wicked and fenieleis re«^ 
^ formers," and** ruffian levellers.'* Thofe, 
who are fuppoied to be republicanS| and 
thofe who are advocates for a parliamei;it;ary 
reform^ are all involved ip the indiferi- 
minate abufe of the Crown and Anchor 

the Revolution ever have taken place. '' Above all 
^* things," he fays^ '' an Engliihman loves qjjiet. 
<^ Give peace in our time is the language of his 
^' prayers, and the filent wiih of his heart.'' If this 
he really the cafe, it feems fomewhat wonderful, that 
the adminiftration> under whofe foftering care Mr. 
Reeves has fo much flourifhed, and by whom his loyal 
fervices have been fo liberally rewarded, ihould ever 
have become fo popular. The members of that adminif* 
tration have certainly not been very zealous promoters, 
of peace. It would be diflScult to point out any ad* 
miniftration, at any period, by whom war has be^a . 
engaged in more impolitickly and unneceflarily, and 
carried on with more obftinacy, and with confequenceli 
more difgraceful and deftrufiive to this country. 

** aflbci* 



aflbciatioii % The fiivourers of tbc French 
revolution in England are alfi> ipoken of^ 
as men ** who have fold themfelvcs to be 
^^ the underlings of French &naticifm and 
*• villainy ' ;" and as " the inflruments of 
^ hell-born difcord, who can never b.e 
•* gratified but by univerfal bloodihed and 
«* ruin'V 

In thefo publications principles are in- 
culcated, which would have been much 
approved by king James the Firft, and by 
the moft bigotted of the old Tories and 
Jacobites. The people are taught, not to 
make a clamour about freedom, but to 
leave all the national cares to the great *\ 
Thedodrine, that all legitimate govern- 
ment originates from the people, is en- 
deavoured to be exploded'*; and we are 

• Vid. Crown and Anchor aflbciatipn publications. 
Part I. No. 2. p. 9. • Ibid, No. V. p. 5. 

»• Ibid. p. 6. " Ibid. Part I. No. VI. p. 16. 
" Ibid. No. I. p. a. 

told. 



tfxld, that ^^ the autietit crown t£ thift 
rkiQgdoin IS woro vrUhhereditlir}r right '^'^ 
Ah implicit fai^ in the admuuftration is 
aUb recommended to the peof^, Thef 
are advifed not to meddle with ^litical 
difcaffions ; bat to '^ truft to a g6od nii« 
«* aiftry '*5" Who will ** take fAtLTtcvhAfk 
^^ CARE, that the taxes jfhall be reducedi 
^^ as often as the circumftances of the 
<' times wiU admit -'/' They are alfo told 
of ^ the terriUe coniequences of a country 
♦^ being deprived of cottrtiers'*;*' of the 
labours and dangers of minifters of ftate, 
and that they earn their iahuries very 
dearly ^^ by a l^rious daily applicaticm to 
bufinefs '^ ;'' and an important diicovery is 

•^ Publications printed by order of the Society for 
preferving Liberty and Property, &c. Part II. No. 

III. p. 21. 

"♦ Ibid. Part I. No. 7. p. 3. »• Id. Ibid. 

-> Ibid. No. VUI. p^ 7. •' Ibid. p. 6. 

made. 
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made, that ^* oouttieis* »e £> ntttiy ctittl^ 
** nds through which the weakh of tlw 
** country is poured upon &e iM<%fiing 
«• and lower order& of people ".** 

QXEAT alarm <ha» been excited thraQgh-«> 
«tft the nation afbotit the writings ai Mc. 
i^ike-; and accofdingtf Mr. I^ne, and 
bis writings, mskt a very principal figure 
in the |)tiblications of the Crown and 
AD;dior al&ciatiom Biit among s^l ti^tft 
pohlicdtiofls not a (ingle Calm, diipa^Iioiiate^ 
argumentative anfwer to Mr. Paine^s bocdts, 
M i^efiitation of his principles^ h z,af 
where to be found. There is, hoi<rever^ 
much loi)^ and irulgar abitfe of him ; and 
anfwers to arguments and principles as 
his, wbidh are not advanced in any of his 
writings. No good caufe requires thele 
arts, or this kind of management. 

It is faid, in the publications of the 

'^ Ibid. p. 7- ' ' 

Crown 
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Crown and Anchor affociation^ not onljf 
that the Britifh conftitution is ** the fourcc 
<* of freedom, of felicity^ and of glory, t0 
" this country, and the envy of the reft 
« of the world,*' but that it is *Vthe 
•* mafter-piece, to which all rational friends 
" of liberty, throughout the globe, look 
<• up, as to a matchlefs model for imita- 
" tion/* Now if all this be true, or if 
the half of it be true, fuch a confl^tution 
would be able to refift any attacks what- 
ever. Such a conftitution could not be 
overturned by all the attacks of Thomas 
- Paine, or materially injured even by die 
vindications of Edmund Burke. 

One of the evil and pernicious dodrines, 
reprobated in the publications of the Crown 
and Anchor affociation, is, that " the 
** houfe of commons does not' contain an 
*' adequate reprefentation of the people.** 
But this dodrine has formierly been very 

ftrenu- 
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ftndtiiaotsfljr biam^imd b^ members .of tho; 
fw£6np' cabinet J particularly by Mr. Pitt 
andfliie "dtake: of iEliclimot»L Th^ latter; 
ifl his letter to iienttnant-'ColonelSharro^f); 
profefled himlelf.to be folicitous, that th^ 
peoplfe fliould r ** : contead for their; ^1, 
<vfclcar, .caiid iad^imtahJ^ right of imi- 
*^ vcrfid reprefcntation." :;H6 Added* ^* I 
^* know :o£ nQinxaii^ let. him be ever Co 
** poor, . iwho, . ill; his, .(JonjRimi^ioa of fp9d> 
** and ijfe of raiment^ rdoes opt pay. taxes ; 
«^:aiidil WiOuld wiKhta qiicourage an^ en- 
*^'- thufiafija for ihis cpuatry in. the^ breaft; of , 
** ifevery :fubjed, by giying him his juft; 
" fbare in* itsi goy^rntn^t," ^ ^t'here; is 
undmibtedly full as much occa{ipii,iiow:for 
areforttt-of parliament^ as there was when 
its 'i!€i$eflity'was fo ftrongly urged by this 
nobleman, and' by the prefent chancellor - 
of the e^tchequer. Whatever change 
there may have been in their. jjfentimen.ts, 
Vol. III. T or 
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or in their fituations, ,thc:j\aA ^daiflMctaf th«t 
people have fufiered no aiteratbn; inii^ 
they have an incontefBHe right to aflbrt 
them, with a zeal and anenerg)rpr0poF-M 
tiohed t6 their imjportaioce/ 1 .»..::. ., 

Vert admirable argumenb are, how-- 
cVer, employed in the publicatiDns of the 
<^rbwn arid Anchor ailbciation, ^and very 
^curious ftatem6nts made^' in order toucan-* 
vince the people, that there^ can,be7i<y 
occafion for a reform of parliaraedtj or for 
^ny oppofition to the meaiiires of afldaimfi^ 
tration* Every thing, it feems, isjpre** 
cifely as it ought to he. The taxes^of liiii' 
country, the common people are iiiformedj^ 
are levied m the beft of all poiiible moiles* 
^* The taxes are hid in fuch a iBa»ii$r«c 

•^ that LITTLE IS PAID BY THJB::SQpB,, 

<* aiid eveSy man is at lib^rtt to. 

•'* PAY WHAT HE PLEASES, by^liviBig ill, 

•^ tjiat manner that will fubjeft him to: 

.the 
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« tlit fewef tixes '".*' They are alfo told, 
thatthey ** art in poffejSioA of every right 
•* tSiat-is confiftent with fifety to the life 
•*" and |^^Jferty of others *'.** Every thing 
ill the laws, arid in the admirtiftration of 
juftice, is alio perfectly right. Thus it is 
faid'to the poor, *^ As long as you continue 
'*^ horieft, arid- do no injury to your neigh- 
** hour, the law permits you to do exaftly 
*^ as you pleafe, and it endeavours to make 
*^ every thing comfortable to you, and 
" feverely puni(hes all thofe who dare to 
*^ difturb you. You would find all this to be 

•* true, IF YOU KNEW ALL THE PROCEED- 
<• INGS OF THE COURTS OF LAW." They 

are llkewifc informed, that •* every indivi- 
** dual in this country, who finds himfclf 
" aggrieved, may find his way to parlia- 

'f Crown and Anchol* affociatlon publications, 
Part I. No, 7. p. cj. 

^ Ibid. Part I. No. VL p. 7. 

T 2 " mcnt, 
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•^ ment, and is fure of an advocate and ^ 
" friend." Skould they, not be fimplc 
enough to. believe all this, (and they mufl: 
be very fimple if they <Jp), they arft 
then told, that if there, are any deficiencies 
in the conftitution, or errora . in .the go- 
vernment^ they are " inevitable imperfec- 
** tions arifing out of the -general natur* 
*V of human affairs.** , . 

That there is great reafbn for a reform 

ki the repreientation of the people in the 

• . ' ♦ . . • .' 

houfe of conimons; that there are many: 
defers in our laws, and in the mode of \ 
adminiftering them, particularly widi re- . 
Jpe£t to the enormous expence attending 
iaw-fuits ; and many things,, which might 
advantagepufly be altered in our exequtivc^ 
government, can be doubted by no intel- 
ligent and impartial man. But fuch aflb- 
ciations, as that at the Grown and Anchor, 
and the principles which they iiKulcate^ 

are 
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are calculated to lull the people into a ftate 
of political infenfibiiity, to fupport antient 
abufes, and to prevent thofe improvements 
in the conftitution, and in the adminiftration 
of jufticej which muft be wiflied for by 
every man, who has a fincere attachment 
to the real interefts of his country. 

In the publications of this aflbciation, 
the revolution in France, and the tranf- 
ia£tions in that country, are mifreprefented 
in the grofleft manner*" ; and much pains 
is taken to inftil into the minds of the 
common people the moft abfurd and illi- 
beral prejudices againft the French nation. 
But though we are at prefent unhappily 
involved in a war with France, it will not 
be the opinion of any equitable or impar- 
tiai man, that flich miireprefentations are 
defenfible, or that! there is any merit in 

*' Crown and Anchor Aflbciation Publications* 
P^rt I. No. VJI. p. 9. 

T 3 traducinj^ 
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traducing the adious evem pf our fsi^fi^i??,. 
Throughout ?l coafi^abjetpwt of tjjefc 
publication?, doftripffs are attqapted to b? 
refuted, which qo political fociety ip thl? 
kingdom has ever attempted to prop^^^tc, 
Jn particular, the ridiculous idiS^ of m 
equality of property, which has never been 
advanced pr elpoufed in ajny of the popular 
focieties, which is. not to be found in th^ 
writings of Mn Paine, aod which I wver 
met with a fingle individual in th? Jdngr 
dom who maintjuned, is perpetuaHy intro? 
duced, in order to be combated, in tJiQ 
publications of this fpeiety; and by thero 
itfeemsto have been rendered tnoxc fy^ 
miliar to the comngK>n people t^n by ^y 
other means whatever. Thp& who h^vcj 
paid the leaft atten^iion to th^ fujbjed oijoft 
^ow, that the equality, intended foe 
by the friends of freedom, is an equality 
OF EIGHTS, and not an eqjjality of 

FROPERTY. 
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nop£ftTT« Indeed, the only men in the 
kingdom, who feem to have adopted any 
ideas of m equaUty of property, wefe the 
late rioters ^t Birmingham. For it' is faid 
to have been affigned by Ibme of them, as 
a reafon for demolifhing the houfes of the 
Diflenters in that town, that " the Diflen- 
** ters had better houfes than the Church- 
" men/* But thcfe ** Ruffian Levellers,*' 
like thole of Manchdlcr, were not Re- 
publicans, or Diflenters, but Church and 
King meii# 

ThEv Crown and Anchor aflbciation have 
been defirous of inftrufting his lyiajefty's 
good fiibjeds, in the principles of loyalty, 
and aii implicit faith in the wifdom and 
reftitude of government, both in verfe 
and in profe; and accordingly, befides 
their excellent profe pieces, a confiderable 
variety of very dele£table ballads has 
been publiftied under their ikn&icn. But 
T 4 whether 
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'whether their puhlications are in . verier, of 
in prpfe, the famfe feryile acquiefceuce to 
men in power is inculcated, under tlje id6i 
of naainlaining and preferving the confti- 
tution. We may, indeed, admit. of thefe 
publications, to borrow a phrafe from one 
of them, that they are not *^ calculated to 
** produce much effeA upon ftrongj ex-- 
** pcrienced, and well-informed ttiinds;** 
but fbme of them are not ill adapted to 
impofe on the«we^k and credulous, and to 
lead them to form fuch ideas as may b'e 
conformable to the- views of placemen, pen- 
fioners, ?nd pourt parafites. 

Upon a due confideration of the origin, 
the progrefs, and the pondud of the Crown 
and Anchor affociation, we may venture 
to alTert, that it is a fbciety, which can 
deferve no countenance or fupport from 
any man, who is a fincere and enlightened 
ffi^d to the liberties of his country^ 

Undw 
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Under the pretence of maintaining and 
preierving the conftitution, their conduift 
and publications are in dired oppofition to 
ks genuine principles. But it cannot be 
iuf^fed that the deceptions^ which have 
been employed to induce the people to 
concur in fuch aflbciations, can much 
longer be praftifed with fuccefe. The 
period is probably not far diftant^ wlien 
even the lowcft of the vulgar will difcern, 
that depriving* men of the freedom of the 
prcfs, and of the freedom of Ipeech, is 
not maintaining liberty and the conftitution. 
It was not by aflbciations in fupport of the 
prerogative, or for extending its influence, 
that the rights of Engliihmen were efta- 
bliihed. It was not by an implicit faith in 
miniflers of flate, it was not by fervility 
to courtiers or to kings, that England has 
been rendered refpeftable and diflinguifhed 
among the nations of Europe. It was by 

the 
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the prevalence of Ae principles of public 
LiBKETY, that this country attained to its 
prefent greatnefs ; and it is by an adherence 
to thefe principles only, that its iplendour 
tuid its profperity can be continued. 
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E S S A Y, &c:^ 

HE^ attentioix of the pub- r 
lie was never more ex- 
, cited, ixir.ccHife^e^c^ 
of the death pfauyjTji^^^j 
of Uterary.., c^lebr^ly, 
than^by that, of th^jla^af 
Dr. SAi^v,Eir JptfNsoN. ' Innump^a^^^^ 
anecdotes haye been publiflied.of hjm, h^i^^^ 
moft ixiinjUtQ ljlngif|arities haye bpeiv i:^- ^ 

corded. 
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corded, 'janck-htsk vht^s^ ihd even bis 
weakiiei^^/lajbonoufly di^hyedj by thofe 
wlp Jiive3 wiijiiv h(ini oa Jterats ol" the moft 
pexfrft intimacy* Ik k n6t'my ddigti U> 
^\ne a regular or coj^oiis iiafrS^igi;^^^^^ 
tranfaftions of his life, or to commuiiicatc 
•ny new anecdotes of him : but as Co much 
has been written and publifhed concerning 
Dr. Johnfbn, there may probably be fome, 
whq may be dcfirous to form a^ rational 
eftimate of his chara£t:er and of his 
writings, who would judge impartially of 
his excellencies and his defe£ls ; and it is 
with a view to contribute in fbme degree 
tb that end, that this Bflay is now offered 
to the public. 

- Ir is fcarcely poffible^for any man, who 
has the leaflrtafte for literary compofition, 
to perufe the writings^ of Johnfon,^ withv^ 
o&t a foil convidtion^ that he poflcflfed' 
uncommon powers of mind; and uncom- 
mon 
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tnon energy of fetiguage^ His pcffonal 
charaftcr appears aHcrto haVc been peculiar 
and exCrkordinary ; afifd lilcfh as muf\: excite 
the att«itiott of thofe who are curious in 
their rieiearches into *httman 'nature. As 
he attained txy greatemmence by his fupe-^ 
rior talents* a4 a^ writer, fo as a man he was 
alfo diftinguiffied by hfe virtues* 'Bat as 
he had great e:}teeltencieg, he had! alio great 
Weakdeffes ; andN the lattdr appear, fome- 
limes»:tOihaye beeii nearly as con^pi^Udui ii 
tibdiormcr;. ..:..- 
: 6.0MJ& of the fnencfe of Dr, Johiifoti 
haVe been led, by the warmth of their at- 
^chment: to him^. to eAimate too hi^iy 
his moral and religious charadlen When 
Mrs. ,;Piozzi tells us^ that Dr. Johnfon 
Iptad^aimind " godd beyond all hope 'of 
^* ieaitsttioa from, perifliable beings %*' we 
can by no, means affent to the truth of 

• Ahedftptes of the late ijr. Simuel JohnfoD; p. a94. 

'- the 
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the propofition J. and efpecially when we 
£nd her relating weaJkneifes of him^ which 
would be thought^di^racefol e^en in vei;y 
ordinary men. , .^s. Piozzi alio ^aks of 
him, as ^* one of the moft:Zedlous an4 
** pious Chriftians -ppr nation ever pro- 
** duce4*;'* and, in another place 6ys df 
his Ufe, that *f it wa§ a life of feventy 
*• years, fpent iri the uniform: practice of 
** every moral excelleacc, and every Chrif- 
" tian perfedion, faye humiility alonci ^'' 
' Mr. Tyers obferves, that " when Gharlea 
^^ the Second was informed of the death 
*^ of Cowley, he pronounced, That he had 
^* not left a better man behind him in 
** JEngland.'* This gentleman -alfo adds, 
*^ It may be affirmed with truth, that this 
^* was die cafe when Dr, Johnfon breathed 
** his laft>/'' I feel no jnclinatic«i to con- 

* ibid. p. 18. ' Ibid. p. 220. 

* Biographical Sketch of Dr. Johfiton, in- the New. 
Annual Regifter for 1784, p. 23. 

trovert 
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hit cafes o&en xxrcur, in which we caniioc 
agree in opii^on with thofe wliotti wii 
^fteem; and I am far from being coinviiieed- 
4af the juAnefs of thi$ fentimi^t r^efting 
J>r. Johnfon. The a^^ti^ii of IS^^iig 
Charles H. ^c^iceming Cewky was not 
true ; mA 4s we r efui^ dur aflent to th^ 
<rayal caiio^in pronotiiiiced on that poet,; 
^c may dyfo he pe<isikted to qOeftkm the 
j^opiAety ef ks apfUlicatien t^ Dr. JfiJ^^oa^ 
i^tid tMs wkhdM Cb^ l(62i§t A^aee to <k any in^ 
j^^ice to his memory^ In fohnfiui^ confix 
d^md as a inmt^ 4nd as a ^wrker, tib^te waa 
|Dtt<h that was e^sceiieht Siti^ laudable, and 
^oinGoftifiderabk portion of what wasotber*^ 
wi^« In forcing our idfeas of his diara^er^ 
SKe mu& feparate the one from the other, if 
we wo\Bld make a juft and rational eftimate^ 

That «^ aflertion of feng Charks 
i-efpeding CowirET was not weH ground-^ 

Vol. III. U ed^ 
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tA; perhaps a little attention to the cha>^ 
raders of that age may be (lifEcient to 
determine; That eminent poet appears to 
have been poffefled of very amiable quali- 
ties : but at the time of his death the 
illuftrious Robert Boyle was living, 
who was as much diftinguifhed for his 
piety and virtue, as for his philofophical 
abilities. In a moral and religious view, 
the charafter of Cowley could not be 
placed in competition with that of Boyle* 
It may likewife be obierved, that among 
.other men of eminent virtue of that age. 
Sir Matthew Hale was alfo yet living. 
It was very pardonable in Mr. Tyers^ 
and the other zealous friends of Dr. 
Johnfon, to Ipeak fomewhat too highly of 
his charaften The warmth of attachment 
j:o the memory of a deceafed friend^ was a . 
fufficient apology for their condud. But 
pofitions muft not tog haftily be admitted, 

which 
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Wfiich are riot (upported by fad, and whidb 
ate not corififtent with a juft regard to the 
honour of huraah nature. It feems alfo 
injurious to the intercfts of religion and 
virtue, to reprefeiit Dr. Johnfoli as a 
pattern of tiurnan exdellende. Bettbt^ mo-^ 
dels might undoubtedly be pointed out J 
He had great virtues, but he had alio too 
many ftrikihg and a|^areht faults; to be 
cdniidered as i proper object of indiicri^ 
minate imitation/ Highly as he thought 
of himfelf, his attachment to the iiiterefts 
of virtue was too fincef e to have iuiFered 
him to countenance fuch an opinions 
When^ in his laft illnefs, he faid to hi» 
iltrrofunding friends,- ** Don't live fuch a 
" life as I have done *" he had no idea of 
being coiifidered as i man of exemplary 
piety and virtue* There have been many 
men, who were more uniformly pious^ 

^ Tyer$*s Biographical Sketch, ut fupra>^ p; 24; 

U a an^l 
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and tnoTe Uni^rmly benevoleoti than Dr^ 
■' Johuitbn^ and who had neither his arro«' 
gance^ nor his bigotry ; and fuch meii^ in 
a moral and religious view^ were fuperk>r 
thara£bers« There were fuch men before^ 
the, death of this celebrated writer, and 
there can be no realbnable doubt but that 
^ch olen are yet remainingi 

Having made tbdfe remarks^ I think 
k here proper to ob^ferve^ that I am toiaUy 
devoid of die leaft inclination to degrade 
injunoufly the charad^r of Dn Jiihnfen; 
and that I onljr wifli to fee it equitably and 
accurately aicertained, in ibch a manner 
aa JlhaM do ji^ce to^Hs r^ai exoelleificies^ 
without iujuFy to the iaterefts ekher vl: 
virtue or of truth. 

Ik every part of Dr^» John&n'a life^ her 
^pears to have had a ilrong fen& t>f tlw; 
itrnportance of pety and virtue; itfais. wat 
conftantly exhibited in his writings^ and 

oftcast 
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oftea in his a£(ic»is ; but his reproaches 6f 
fiimielf for not regulating his conduA ac* 
cording to his principles were very fre- 
quent ; and ieem^ on his fixed and ftated 
days of religious recoUedion, to have been 
very pungent. When he was fifty-five, 
he %Sy that from almoft the earlieft time 
* that he could remember, he had ^^ been 
** forming fchcmcs of a better life ^Z* 
He was often ftruggling with his own 
irregular propenfitics; and his frequent 
bodily complaints had a confiderable ten- 
dency to prevent him from employing his 
time in the manner that be wiihed, and 
which his judgment and bis confcienee 
di^tedf 

He appeMs to hzv^ been under the in* 
fluence of ftrong fentiments of piety from 
an early period of life : but the firft prayer 

"^ Prayers and Meditations, compored by Dr, 
Johnfon, a^d publifhed by Mr* Stiiihan^ p« 52. 

that 
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that' he remembered to have tompofe^^ 
gild which was publiftied by Mr. Strahao, 
in the cplleaipu of bis f« Prayers and 
♦' Meditations," was written by him in 
1738, when he was twenty-nine years of 
. age ^. Notwithftanding his conyiftipn of 
the importance of religion, he yet repre- 
fents himfelf as having been very irregular 
in his attendance on public worftiip. When 
he was fixty-^three years of agQ, he fays in 
his MeditationjS, in reviewing his condu6t 
during the preceding year, f^ I ha^^e, I 
** think, been lefs guilty of ncglefting 
f* public worlhip than formerly. I have 
♦* commonly pn Sunday gpne once to 
** church, and if I have mifled have re- 
f* proached myfelf *.V He feem^ alfb not 
to have been a very diligent reader of the 
fcriptures, till towards the latter part of 
}iis life, though he appears always to havq 

f Prayers and Meditations, p. 3, ■ Ibid. p. 106. 
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bad a firm belief in the divine origin of 
the facred writings. He confefles, when 
he was at a very advanced age, that there 
was much of the Bible, at leaft of the 
Old Teftament, which till then he had 
never read '. His Meditations, though 
. they contain fome rejparkable inftances of 
weaknefs and fuperilitiop, a^ord, how-^ 
^ver, a ftrpng evidence of the fincerity of 
bis piety, and of his ibligitude to regulate 
his life ia conformity to the di^tes of 
virtue. I^ is not unworthy of notice, that 
be compofed and addrefled a fhort prayer to 
the Deity, on the commencement of the 
Rambler '% 

Jt is obfervable, that, in his ^* Meditar 
*^ tio^is," in which reproaches, of himfelf 
for his fa^^ts frequently occur, no mention 
i^ eyer made of that arrogance of behaviour 
which he frequently exhibited, and which 

• Ibid. p. io6, 112. ^^ Ibid. p. 9. 

V 4 yet 



f^f uf e in hk ekafa^len IMepd^ fh6 \SU* 
^u&lj Wiiicli ^pt>6a#s^ lii his MeditStidnd| 
^nd the haugh^inef^ which he ohpn dtfr 
playe4 m hk copdudt^ f<^tm 4 ft'iM^^ 
pontraft. 

Thb irfoga|ic0 cf his manners tmf^ 
often have been e^ctremely oflfenfiye to thofe 
whd Were donne^^d with hjttlj or whc^ 
^ideafionsdlv yifi|ed him c and h6 cai) hardly 
be ftippofed to have been ^iqus, in what 
lie faid, with apparent gmvity^ tq Mt$4 
Thf^e^ cdncfrning his 6wn gdpd briied^ 
ing ' \ If he werf ^ it is a jD\iriou» inilane* 
of the ignpraQce pf a man of greit^ abilit 
^es refpeOing his^pWn chara^er^ Tfea| 
he was convinced, however, of the Utility 
^nd importance ^ good lirf^ing, h tca^ 
^lifeft from the 98th number of th^ 
;^^f{iblc«'| ii^ which he treats of th6 adt 

•? Apecdotes, p. 36. 



VA^ges of jpoMt^r^ to m4iiri4tials and 

Th^ mgnaer \&. which be i^ctk&y m his 
Medit^ons, of finne of his deceafed 
friends, fufjSciently evinces the warmth of 
hi3 attachtiaient to them. He ieems to 
have had much regard for Mr". Thrale ; 
jUid ^e knguage which he ufes, in Ipeak* 
Ing of his death, is ftriking and pathetic. 
M I felt/* fays he, ♦» ahnoft the laft flutter 
f* of his pulle, and looked for the laft 
f* time upon the i^ce that for fifteen years 
*« had never been tamed upon me but 
?• with ireQjeQ: or benignity. Farewell. 
f* May God, that deljghteth in mercy, 
f* have had mercy on thee '* !*' 

His entertaining Mr. Levet, Mrs. Wil-* 
tiams, and others, who were incapable of 
maintaining themfelves, in his own houfe, 
js a circumftance that places his character 

»* ^ejiitations, p, 184, 185.' 



in a very amiable point of view: and he 
appears on many occafions to have mani^r 
fefted much tendernefs of difpofitiQn. Mrs. 
Piozzi's account of the benevolenco e^hir 
bited by him in his own houfe, is very 
iionourable to him. ' ^ He nurfed,- fays Ihe, 

* whole nefts of people ^n Jiis houfe, wher^ 
^ thQ lame^ the blind, the (ick, and the 

* forrowful, found a fure retreat from all 

* the evils whence his little income could 

* fecure them "/ 

Mils. Piozzi alfb fays, that Dr. John* 
fon's. ** attention to veracity was without 
" equal or example '*/* This feems an 
extraordinary affcrtion. Men of ftrid ve- 
racity are certainly not fb fcarce as this 
ingenious lady imagines. No reafonable 
doubt can be entertained, but that there 
are many men, whofe attention tQ v^ragity 
is fully equal to that of Dr. Johniou. 

»* Anecdotes, p. 85. '♦ Ibid. p. 221. 

But 
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-But Mr. Tyers likewife feys, that ^* ho 
^* always talked as if he was talking upon 
^^ oath'^" This, however, muftbeun- 
derftood with much limitation; for he 
once faid to Mr. Bofwell, " Nobody, at 
5* times, talks more laxly than I do '^.'^ 
And that gentleman obferves, that ♦* he 
f^ could, when he chofe it, be the greateft 
?* Ibphift that ever wielded a weapon in 
** the fchools of declamation ; but he in- 
" dulged this only in converfation ; for 
?* he owned he Ibmetimes talked for vie- 
f* tory'^*' It appears alfo from a con- 
verfation between him and Dr. Campbell, 
that this gentleman had conceived an idea of 
this being a praftice with Dr. Johnlbn'% 

His ideas of education feem, according 
to Mrs. Piozzi's account, to have been 

" Biographical Sketch of Dr. Johnfon, p. 38, 

*• Tour to the Hebrides, p. 441. 
V. Ibid. p. 7, - Ibid. p. 406. 

ibme- 
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fixnti^hzt peculiar, and ibmewhat incoQ^' 
iiftent« He fmintained, that chUdren were 
not to be taught without the infli^ioa of 
fmin^ and yet was a ftrong advocate for 
treating them with great indulgence, •* No 
** fcience/' faid he, ^^ can be^commumtr 
^* catcd by mortal creatures without a^-* 
^^ tcntion fr<»m the fchokr ; no attentioi^ 
V can be. obtained from children without 
^^ the inflidioh of pain ; and pain is never • 
•• remembered without rcfcntment '^/* 
The whole of this is certainly not true. 
It is often very difficult to fix the atten- 
tion of children ; but that their attenti^> 
may frequently be fixed without the in- 
fiiftion of pain, is a truth with which no 
judicious inftrudor can be unacquainted, 
And it is furcly not true, that pain in- 
flidted on children, with a view to their 
fiiture benefit, is always afterwards re- 

■• Anecdotes, p, 22. 

membered 
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iti^misered by thecn ivkfa refentmittit* It 
Is ibmewhat ftfrgular^ that he (houki fpeak 
of his owft tutor^ at the toiivcrfrty, ^ 
£) ignorinty that he did xtat think his ii^ 
firadioas worthy of any attentioii *^ ; and 
yet at aiM4&er time declare^ that if he had 
lidd f(m$9 he wouki have fmt them Under 
his cat^e, jKtterelj on accoimt of the good 
ttmfm of <^ man, and hm ^iMAm€mt^ 
bis psipkh*^^ Soeh a &iitiftienf, iSpom anj^ 
fithcr rnan^ would . probably have heea 
tofated by JjfikoCm wilfli infiaite centecbp(^ 
i0F fome of the axscounts publkked ^ 
hktii^ ^ccafional r^ttiarks ^tovm out hy 
ium in cofiver£idaii, and whidx H^m t^ 
have jbeen the i^eiiik of that ^voipG^fity tf^ 
contradidion by which he was ofbcai aiShi«- 
ffed*% appear 4»S^ be, ^vetx as bk cealienr 
ttMim: »rhish wa$ probably fu fcom 

^* yiij. Nlrs^PiowVAnecdotes^ p. a23. 

bein^ 
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Being the cafe. It can hardly be fuppofea/ 
that he thought fb lightly of parental zvh 
thority as Mrs* Piozzi has reprefeiitedri 
thowgh he might certainly, without any 
impfopriety^ think that Cyrus, when he 
commanded armies, and conquered nations^ 
was of fufficient age to choofe himfelf a 
wife; and alio be of opinion, that the 
daughter of a houfekeeper might be allowed 
to fit down in the prefetice of .her mother^ 
without a formal permiflioii*^ Johnfbn 
might very naturally contradijd: any ideas 
on this fuljed that he thought ahdtrd; 
but when he has any occaiion to ^ak of 
^al piety, in his deliberate writings, he 
appears to have a high &nfe of its im^ 
portance. 

Mrs. Piozzi fays of hira^ that eVery 
word of his merited attention; and that 
** every fentiment did honour to humaa 

'* Ibid. p. 26, 27. 

** natarej 



f 3^9 I 
" nature *:j^;^ and alfo that he was *^th<i 
** beft • and wifcft nian, that ever came 
•* within the reach of her perlbnal ac* 
** quaintance*^" It is^ however, Ibme- 
what unfortunate, that in the account pub- 
lilhed of Dr^r Johnfon by this ingenious 
lady, though, when giving a general cha- 
ra^er of him, Ihe Ipeaks in the higbeft 
terms of his virtues, yet many of the 
anecdotes, which Ihe has related of hito,' 
are extremely unfavourable to hismemoty ; 
and fuch as, it might naturally be pre- 
furaed, a zealous friend would have fop-^ 
preffcd. 

Dr. Johnson was bom at Lichfield, 
on the 1 8th Of September, 1 709. His firft 
grammatical inftruftion he received at the 
public grammar-fchool at Lichfield, whencfe 
he was removed, at the age of fifteen,/ to' 
the fchool of Stourbridge, in Worcefter- 

** Ibid, p, 369* *Vlbid. pr 295 • 

fhire. 



itut6*\ in 1728, he was entered of' 
PcttJbrokt college* Oxford, He left th<? 
timverfi^ in 1731* an<i became uflber of «( 
g]^^ai0Uif-iibh>Qol at Market Borvroitb in 
L^iceiikerihire' He »&ersv;ud$ maitkdj 
«tid opened an aadmnj at E<}iii^ tour 
licbfidd ; but in thi$ m§mpt he w^ y«y 
u^^c^fs^sil} for he ney^r h»A pme thsn 
three fuptb, oBfi of wh^m wag Davi4 
Garricls:* 

In his «arly Kfe» h? fuffecel mmf «f 
the incQnv6tiif:ncips of indigent. Jt ^9» 
taaoy feta^ h^cKe hk worth wis Jciio»at# 
or his merit acknowledged. He Was feel? 
in^jr convinced lof tb« Uijlth ^f the d)^ 
iervation, in his «)wn unitatipn of th^ 
thisd iatire of Juy^nal^ that 

.6««W AISBI WQRTV, i»r PDVlilTy D]U>9UESs'Dw 

it was in the year 1 737, when he- Wat 

** Bofwell's Life of Dr. johnfon^ vol. I. p. li, 

^a6, edit. 8v9< ■i793* 

about 
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ftbout fM^enty-tight years of age^ that he 
came u^ to the metropolis^ accompanied 
by his pupil^ DaVid Garrick^ in the hope 
of impro^g his circumftances by the ex- 
oition of his literary talents. His firfl 
obje6:s wefc tranflation, either from th© 
Latin or the French, and dramatic poetry. 
His friend Gilbert Warmfley particularly 
mentions, in a recommendatory letter of 
him and G^rick to Mr. Colfbn, that 
Johnibn meant " to try his fate with a 
•* tragedy *%'* This was his Irene; but 
he probably h^d not intereft enough to 
bring it on the.ftage ; for it did not make 
its appearance there till twelve years after. 
He engaged, however, in the bufinefs of 
tranflation ; but was ibon greatly diiTatisiied 
with the employment, and his employers. 
It was in the month of March that he ar« . 
rived in London; and it appears from a 

•^ Davies's Life cf Garnet, vol. I. p. ik 

VouIII. X letter 
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ktter written m his fevour by lord <3over^ 
and dated the firft of Auguft, tlie feme 
year, that he was then ektrieroely defirbus 
of being chofen mafto* of a poiintry foe«^ 
ichooly. the ialary of which 'wias fvktf 
pounds a year, and* whicb lord Gower&id 
would have made him ^ happy few life**' 
Thus humble was the fittiation, which 
wds ai{Hred after by the^ man, wimwas 
afterwards to be an ornament tohiscbuutry 
by the fplendour of his talents^ and the . 
value and importance of his literary pfo- 
dvf£fcions. But even this humble fituajtioni 
he could not attain. It was neceiiary that 
he ihould be a mafter of arts 4 and the 
defign of lord GoWer'B letter was to procure 
for him this dcgifcfe from Trinity-college^ 
Dublin, by the intereft of Dean Swift, to 
a friend of whom his lordfhip's letter war 
written. The application b^ingunfuccdS* 
ful^ Jobnfon ilUl; t^Olkixwed^icL Loudon^ ' 
>' .1 . and 
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inA eiigtged ifi &ih iittrary BtApkjmmi 
as h^ could prdcoi-ei find fftrrticulglrly itt 
Writfftg, for the Getitletfiah^s Magazidej 
aft aeoouht of the parliamentary debates; 

Hf* " LoW&ON $ ^ pioeiflj in imitatiert 
*^ of the third fatire of Juirenal/* Was 
^^liihed in 1738 ; and was afterwardsl 
followed bjr " tte Vanity of Humaxi 
♦< Wiflies/* in imitation of the teoth 
&f Ire 6f J^en;il^ Thefe at'e botlx pieces 
of grasit ffierit} amli indeed, all the poetical 
j^ieteg of Jolinf(^ are fo esstceUent, that 
We naturally wifh them to hare been more 
hitmerduSi It is^ however, obfcrvable^ 
that in his ** London'* are fome very im- 
perfe<^ rhimes^ and fuch as could not have 
flood the teft of that mode of eriticifini 
Which he has himfelf introduced in his 
biographical prefaces; In his"** London/^ 
he has given a very iinfovdurable repfefen- 
tation of the metropolis of the Britifh 
X a empire; 
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empire: but k tOAy be retxiarked^ that 
after he becaine po0efled of an incdma 
which would have enabled him to change 
his fituation^ London was always his fa^ 
Vourite refidencc, and he feems never to 
have fecen long ea{y in any other place. 
In his *♦ Vanity of Hlaman Wifhesv'* he 
exhibited in fome degree his political fen^ 
tioientSy by flie manner in which he ^eak$ 
^f the death of Straffokd, and by his 
panegyric on ardibShop LfAvn^ whom he 
reprefents as having beea brought to th^ 
block by his genius and his learnings 

*^ See, when the vulgar 'fcape, defpis'd or aw'd^ 
Rebellion's vengeful talons feize on Laud.< 
From meaner minds, tho' fmaller fines content, 
The.plundex'd piacc^ dr fcquefter'd rem; [lhocir„ 
MarJ^'d out by DANGEROUS. ?ARTS, he meets the. 
• And FATAii LRA^tNLNG leads him to the block : 
Around his tomb let Art and Genius weep, 
Biut bear his death, ye'blodcheads, hear and fleep.**^ 

ARCKBlfiBQ» 
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Archbishop Laud undoubtedly pof- 
ielfed both learnmg and abilities, and in 
ihany refpcfts promoted the ihtcrefts^ of 
literature. But it was neither his talent* 
nor his karning to which he owed his un- 
timely end, Th« arbitrary principles of 
^ovfeffrimcint which he lafboured to main- 
tain both in the church arid id the ftate, 
his zeal in fopport of unjuft claims, his 
perfccuting Q)irit, and the tyranny whiclji 
he exercifed irt the Star-chamfeer, ^nd in 
the court of high comraiflion, were the real 
caufes of his being brought to the fcafFold, 

Among the earliet proSuQtions 6f John- 
fon was his " Account of the Life of Mr* 
** Richard Savagb, fon of the Earl 
*^ Rivers,'* the fecond' edition of which 
was publiflied, in Syo. in 1748. Thi* 
has been thought too favourable to Savage; 
but it is an excellent piece of biography)^ 
md has great merit as a compoiition, 

Xy Hi. 



iji5. ■'^^ ,QF jp^N Fif 114? j^9«j|TjER, 

yfUck ^^. pnt>lifted '^ 1744, i| a yfjy 

Jql^iilpp'4 ^iWPf'T, ia4#isr9 is fopae jre^*! 
f^ tq Npefa it Ijft fep:^ p^iy f .tr^ofl^ti^ 

demy 9f S<HW«!f?f s^i ^rlff^> pi?l>lJA^ § 

lif^ of ]^irfieift(M?, h,:^mhi fros^mt§f 

with qeiftsjft^y, §a ? ji^y^ .n^yer (^ the 
prij^inal.,,;- ■ , -.,. ,..,, , 

?« Plan.pf J* J)4^\pr\^ of the ]^#^ 
1< ipg^^e;. a^rdj^ ^q thf ^is^ ^ 

^ Vid. F^rmey's account of his own life, prefixed 
\p tiie tigRflatiDn of hi^ ¥lubfophical MilcelUnieiy 
|)riE5te^ at l^cjQ^fl \bi 1759^ p^ Ti; 

f' nourabla 



I 3«7 ] 
^^ nourablc Philip Dormer, Elrl of Chef- 
'^^ terfield, one of his Majefty's principal 
^* fecretaries. of ftate.^' He had now en-^ 
^aged in the compilation of his Didionary, 
and was flattered by the prolped of the 
patronage of lord Chefterfield, who had 
teftified his approbatlpn of the undertaking. 
Though many literary men were at fhis 
time not tmacquainted ivith Johnibn's 
merit, and, indeed, had a high fenfe of it ; 
yet his name appears not th^en to have been 
much celebrated, or very generally knowi>; 
and this performance, which was very 
elegantly written, was well calculated to 
excite the attention of the public, and tp 
ibfiw how well qualified the author was 
for the execution of the important wor^ 
ift which he had engaged* 

The fame year he wrote that fine pro- 
logue, which was ipoken by Mr, Garrick, 
on the opening of Drury-lane theatre ; 
, X 4 and 
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and ill which he fb happily delineated the 
genius of Shakespeare : 

" << When learhfcg's triumph o'er her hatbVous foes 
y Firfi reared the ilage, immorfal Shakespeare lofii; 
,f ' Ea^qh* diange of; many colour'4 life he drei!^^ ; 
^xhaufted worlds, and then imagin'd new ; 
Exiftence faw him fpunj her bounded reign, . 
" ' And panting Time tpil'd aft^r him in vain : 
^ hiy powerful ftrokcs prefiding Truth imprefs'd. 
And unrcfiftcd paffion ftormy the breaft." 

It was in 1749^ when he had completed 
his fortieth year, that his tragedy of 
Irene was brought upon the ftage ; an4 
on this occafion he appeared, perhaps for 
ithe fii-ft time, in the charader of a beaUt 
He then wore at the theatre, as he hii:pf^lf 
informed Mr. Bofwell, a waiftcoat richly 
I^ced *9, This gaiety of appearance, as it 
was not.very natural to hjm, was probably 
not fong continued. The prologue to this 
(rage<ly was written in a much more ma^ily 

*' Tour to the Hebrides^ p. 458. 
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ftrain than that frequently adopted on fuch 
occafions. It contained the following line? 
refpefting the author : 

** Be this at leaft his praifc ; be this bis pride j 
To force applaufe no modern arts are try'd. 
Should partial cat-^calls al^his hopes confound { 
He bids no trumpet quell the fatal found. 
Should welcome Hecp rdieve the wibary wit^ 
|fc rdls no thunders o*er the drowly pit. 
No fnares to captivate the judgment fpreadt ; . 
Nor bribes your eyes to prejudice your heads. 
Unmov*d, tho* witlings fneer, and rivals rait; 
iStudious to pleafe, yet not aifaatn'd to fail; 
He fcorns the meek addrefs, the fuppliant ftiain, ; 
Wfth merit needlrfs, and without it vain." 

Iren® is written with an exafl: regard 
to the unities, and .the language of it is 
elegant and nervous. But it was not re« 
eeivftd with any great degree of appJaufe* 
The author bf it has obferved, in the pre- 
face to his edition of Shake^)eare9 that on 
9ur ftage ^^ inaftiiye declamation is very 

" coldly 
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^ coldly Jiwrd, however mufical or elegant^ 
** paffionate.or fublimc/* There may^ pof- 
fibly, in Dr* Johhfon's. tragedy, te too 
much of this ^* inaftive declamation/* It 
is not in i^high degree iiitereftiiig, aii4 
perhaps we may fay of it, nearly in his 
own language, that ^^ its hopes an4 fears 
^* conjmuiucate Httte yibratiou to the 
<* heart/* Such, howeyer, was the gerie<* 
ral merit of the piece, that it certainly de- 
ferved a better recej^tion than it met with. 
But, perhap^^ the reaibn that it.liad no . 
gresibsi: ififtciqqis iti iikc Feprdentatioa was^ 
that it wlis addreflfed more to the head than 
t0' the bead: ; and abounded mofe in^fdng 
aad jiift ^tinoohts^iithast: in patfaetk in^ 
caadenta^ er^inberefitng iituations; Thoutgb 
one pro&fled defign c^ dramatic ethibi* 
tiom is tor mQm&f^yitt to ^procure a tem^ 
porary entertaiiraiieht » the chief €kfe& of 
thofe by whbm they are moflr frequently 

attended* 
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^Ititended. As their aim is not the acquis 
|ition pf wifdom, but. the amufement of 
an hour, a very fuperficial piece may fbmer 
finjes obts^in the preference to one of much 
^peripr excellence. If ever the ftage be 
really paade in ajay confidcrable degree the 
fchopl of virtue, perhaps th^ exhibition^ 
piuft, be directed by thofe who are not pes- 
p\iniarily interefted in the condu^ of it. 

The Ri5k^B*.ER of Dn Johnfoi^ firft 
bega^ to be rpublifhed, in p^ripdical . num«- 
bersj in the year 1750J and it is to this 
admirable performwice that he owes much 
pf bis reputation, r It w^s not,- how^eyer, 
PPL its firft publication^ very popular, nor 
very ger^crjilly read. He fays* in his laft 
Rambler j^ ^* I a.rn far from fiippofing, that 
f* the ceflation of my performances will 
f^ raife aayincjuiry^ for I have never been 
/? much a favoiinite with the public ; nor 
f5 can boaft, that, in the progrcls of my 

under- 
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** uudcftaking, I have been animatal by 
*• the rewards of the liberal^ the careffes 
" of the great) or the praifes of the emi- 
>* npnt*' But the great merit of this 
work was at length generally acknow- 
ledged. It has (ince palTed through many 
editions, and been tranflated into foreign 
languages. In the Rambl'br, indeed, the 
fineii fentimentis of morality and of piety 
are rendered delightful, by the harmony and 
Iplendour of the language. In his Lives 
of the Poets, as well as in fome of his 
other works, there are no inconfiderable 
Kuniber of exceptionable paffages ; but his 
Ramhlers are almoft uniformly entitled to 
applaufe/ The morality inculcated is pure, 
and the piety in general rational ; and the 
criticufms, and obfcrvations 6n life and 
nianners, are acute and inftrudive. It is 
one of thofc works which may repeatedly 

b« 
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be read^ and which will repeatedly delight « 
■ Hasc decies repetita placebit. . 

As the Ramblers are leis calculated for 
general reading than the Sfectators^ they 
have never been equally popular ; but, per- 
haps» they are more intereiling to literary 
roen^ as containing a greater variety of 
acute and original obfervations relative to 
the particular views, fentiments^ and pur- 
fuit& of men of letters. 

Among the heft papers in the Rambler, 
are thofe on retirement, on the regulation 
of the thoughts, the frequent contempla- 
tion of death, the importance of the early 
choice of a profeffion, the heccflity of at- 
tending to the duties of common life^ the 
hiflory of Eubulus, on the inconveniencies 
of confidence and precipitation, the diC? 
i^uifition on the value of fame, on the re- 
quifites to true friendfhip, on a man's hap« 
j^mefs or miCery being chiefly to be found 

at 
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^t i}Ot!ie«i ibti tjbd iiiattefitibii of liiefi to iil& 
(hotbids of human life» thfc floiy of Gti- 
^iis^ the toyage of life» on thd fuffici^^y 
of life to dl pitrftoTes if wdl enipid^tidi 
CO ^epeiiuificej on th« nedeffity of rsview^ 
ing life, the vilit of Scrotinti* to the ptstit ' 
of his nativity^ on the neceifity of labottr 
to excellendtt on the fallacdodfiids of' the 
hopes of youth) md on the {tfdiie£b of 
futurity '°» The ciftirtt tiles, «i<J fbnie 
of 1ms allegcH'ie^i hay« aUb great merit $ 
and the laft number is a very miflerly 
compofition. 

Hi« charafter of Pt(rstili6 iH the 
B.AMBLBtt» We learn from Mrs. Bosszi, 
was intendect for Grarrick " j and it rbightj 
poffibly, be tinder the infiluenee of fbme 
^Ui{&ti^i6^n from the behaviour of that 

*» Numbers % 8, 17, 19, 24, 26, 27, 43^ 49,64, 
W, 71, 73, 10a, 108, 110, tss, i6si 169, 196, 203. 

celebrated 
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celeltfa^ed afltor, that he wrote the (cvefe 
chara^aer of the manners of tine genmlity 
of tb? f4ayers, ; which is inferted in th« 
Efe of Savage, ^c feems to have thougbt| 
that Garrick wa§ more applauded, thaaiie 
deferv©4^*; apdjF pcchaps^ was of opinioc^ 
that the profeiEott oC a pUiyjsr w^ e(liraated 
too highly. But there is no appearance of 
any refentment againfl Oarricki in what is 
£ud concerning himotin the Lives of ^ the 
Poets. He there i^aks of him 'with re^ 
Ipedl and tcndernefs ; and whatever atii-- 
mofities there might have occafionally been 
between them, they feem then to have 
been completety obliterated by the hand of 
death. 

In 1755, he publifhed his Dictiqnarv 
OP THE English language, which 
w^s^ight years after the publication of his- 
Plan. The earl of Chefterfield wiflied to 

** Vid. BofwfiJI, p. 31^ 2195* 

have 
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have had this great work dedicated fo hhxii 
but as his lordfliip, though fecrctafy of 
ftate- at the time when the Plan of the 
Didionary was addrefled to him, had 
afforded the author no beneficial patronage^ 
Johnfon, Ivith great fpirit, and great pro-, 
priety^ refiiied the compliment '' ; and he 

>' It is fuppofed to have been with a view to obtain 
the compCment of a dedication from Johnfon, that 
lord Cheftetfield, a (hort time before the Didionary 
yeas publiflted^ wrote two papers in the World in re« 
commendation of iu Johnfon fent him a letter npon 
that occafionj which has been much and deiervedly 
admired. It was as follows » 

« To the Right Hon. the Earl of Chefterfield^ 

« My Lord, Feb, 7, 1755. 

« I have been lately informed, by the proprietor of 

< the World, that two papers, in which my Di£lionary 
* is recommended to the public, were written by yoar 
f lordihip. To be fo diftiifguiihed is an honour^ 

< which, being very little accuftomed to favours from 

« the great, I know not well how to receive, or in 

*■ what terms to acknowledge. 

• Whcn^ 



r 
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infofmcd the public in his preface^ that 
his work had been executed " with littk 
•* afliftance of the learned, and without 

" any 

* When, upon fome flight encouragement, I firft 

* vifited your Idrdfliip, I was overpowered, like the 

* reft of mankind, . by the enchantment of your ad- 

* drcfs ; and could not forbear to wifli that I might 

* boaft myfelf *^ Le vainqueur du vainqueur de la 
*' terre ;" that I might obtain that regard for whith 

* I faw the world contending ; but I found my at- 

* tendance fo little Encouraged, that neither pride 

* nor modefty would fuiFer me to continue it. When 

< I had once addrefled your lordfliip in public, I 

* had exhaufted all the art of pleafing, which a re- 

* tired and uncourtly fcholar can poflefs. I had done 

* all that I could ; and no man is pleafed to have his 

* all neglected, be it ever fo little. 

* Seven years, my lord, have now paft, fince I 
« waited in your outward rooms, or was repulfed 

* from your door ; iduring which time I have been 

* pufhing on my work through difficulties, of which 

< it is ufelefs to complain, and have brought it, at 

* laft, to the verge of publication, without one aft 

Vol. HI. Y < of 



** kttf ifttfOhagfe of the great.'^ He feetai^ 

%ideed^ and not ^itiieot rea^, to have 

hsti a con^deraUe diilike to the «foaI i&cde& 

, of 

^ of affiftafice^ om wofd of encouragtmenr, or 'one 
« fmae of fovoun Such treatment I did^ nM expcfa*^ 

< f<» I nevtr hftd a Paiion before. 

< The Shepherd in Viipgil grew «c Tail acquainted 
*• vrith love, and found him a native of the I'odcs. 

* Is not a Patron, my Lord, one who looks with 

• unconcern on a man ftruggling for life in the water^ 

< and, when he has reached ground, encumbers him 

• with hdp ? The notice, which you have been pleafed 

• to t^e of my labours, had it been early, had been 
« kind ; but it has been delayed till I am indifferent^ 

• and cannot enjoy it ; till I am folitary, and cannot 
^ impart it ; till I am known, and do not want it^ 

• I hope it is no very cynical afperity, not to confeis 

• obligations where no benefit has been received, or 

• to be unwilling diat the public fliould confider mc 

• as owitig that to a Patron, which Providence has 
' enabled me to do for myfelf. 

< Having carried on my work thus far with fo 

• little obligation to any favourer of learning, I (hall 

< nol 
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^ ^^edication : for 'he fays, in -bk iaft 
Rambler^ ^^ Having laboured to tbaiiitaia 
^ the dignity of virtue, I will not now 
^^ degrade it by the fneaiinefe of dodi'* 
*' cation/^ 

His Di£lionarjr was a woilc of great 
labour, and great merit, and has not been 
praifed more than it defcrves. That it has 
faults Cannot be denied; nor would any ' 
tttan, who was at all competent to judge 
^ of fuch a work, fuppoie it pofiible that k 

* not be difappointedy though I ihould conclude It^ 

* if lefs be poffible, with icfs ; for I have been long 
^ wakened from that dream of hope, in which I 
< once boafted mylelf, with fo much «xultatioo^ 

* My Lofd, 

^ Your Lordihip's moft liMmUe 

' Moft obedimt icrvant, 

' SaMU£L JOHKSOJr/ 

Bofwcll's Life of Johnfon, vol. L p. 233. edit, 8vo, 
Y a ihould 



ihonld be without. But by the* cotttpletioif 
of it, with all its defers, he might juftly 
be confidered as having rendered, a fignal 
fcrvice to the republic of letters. As our 
language had thea attained to a conflder- 
able degree of perfedion, it was important 
that a common ftandard (hould be efla« 
blifhed^ which might at le^ have fome 
tendency to prevent that perpetual fluftu- 
ation, to which languages are fubjed, and 
thereby to fecure to the Englifti language, 
and to Englifti authors, a more permanent 
duration. 

The preface to his Didionary contains 
many juft and acute obfervations refpefting 
general granamar, and that of the Engliih 
language in particular: and the Clofe of 
his preface is highly eloquent and pathetic. 
During the time in which he was employ- 
ed in the compilation of his Diftionary, 
lie fometimes laboured under the accumu- 

'lated 
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ht^d diftredes of ill health, and of a ieanty 
and precarious income ^^. " The Englilh 
^* Di6lionary," lays he, " was not written 
** in the loft obfcurities of retirement, or 
•^ under the Ihelter of academic bowcrS^ 
<^ but amidft inconvenience an^ diftradiion, 
** in ficknels and in Ibrrow." He adds^ 
in the lame preface, " Much of my life 
**. has been loft under the preffures of 
** difeafe; m\jch has been trifled away; 
^^ and much has always been Ipent in pro* 
** vifion for the day that was palling over 
" me ; but I Ihall not think my employ- 
** ment ufelcls^or ignoble, if by my afllft- 

3* Even after the publication of his Rambler and 
his Didipnary, he was arrefted for lefs than fix 
pounds ; and feems to have been under fome difficulty 
to procure fuch a fum. He applied to Ricjhardfon 
for his afliftance on this occafion, veho advanced the 
money : but behaved with lefs liberality than might 
have been cxpc£lcd from the author of Sir Charles 
Crandifon. 

Y ^ ^* ancc 
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«* m6o forfcign liations and ^flant agai 
^^ gain accds to the propagators of know-#. 
** ledge, and undcrftand the teachers df 
^ truth ; if my kboiirs afford light to the 
^^ repoiitories of fcience, and add celebrity 
^* to BaccM, to Hooker^^ to Milton, and 
** to Boyle. 

iltB HistokY 6P Rasi&las, Prifcb 
6f AbisiSiI^ia, which Wad publUhed iti 
iya^i ie elegantly written, and contains 
ftriking remarks upon the vanity of human 
purfuits, and the nnfatisi&dlory nature of 
hvttam enjoytnenu^ together with a va^- 
riety of a^ute obferyations oh men and 
manners. But the reprefentation? given 
in it of human life are extremely gfoomy, 
and inore glbomy than are warranted by 
truth or rcafbn. * The charafter of Imlac 
is well fuftaihed, and his enumeration of 
the qualifications of a poet is highly elo^ 
qucnt ; but in fbme of the conversations 

bctweea 
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Wtween Rafi^as aiidNekayah, the pi^ce^ 
k made too profound a philofoiil^er. Thci 
€bara<!);«r of tba Arabian chiefs hy wbofn 
Bskuah was captured, iawcU delineated s 
and the difquiiition concerning marriage 
k amufing and inftru6live. It is obfervabJe^ 
that in this work the reality of apparitioEi 
is ftrongly maintained; and the remarks 
which it contains on disorders of the in-^ 
felled, and the dangerous prev^ence of 
imagination, feem to have taken their rifQ 
from thofe ihu^ of fome derangement q^ 
underftanding, and that txiorbid meIao<7 
choly, with which Johnfon waa. sot \m^ 
frequently affli<£ted. 

The lDL£m, whidi was fimfhe4 in tho 
year 1760, has, perhaps, hardly yet ob«r 
tained the reputation whiqh is d^f^rves^ 
^ It is not equal to the Rambler ; but ir is, 
upon the whole, a very plea^fing colledlioQ 
of ei&ys, and there are fbme papers in it 
Y 4 ot 
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of great excellence. Among the beft papers 
in the Idler are thofe on the robbery of 
time, on the retirement of Drugget, on 
tlje imprifonmcnt of debtors, on the un- 
certainty of friendship, admonitions on 
the flight of time, the journey of ,Will 
Marvel, on the neceflity of felf-denial, on 
the vanity of riches, on the decline of re- 
jputation, on the progrefs of arts and 
language, on the f^te of pofthumous works, 
the hiftory of tranflations, on the fuffi-^ 
ciency of the Englifli language, and on the 
obflruftions of learning ^^ Some of the 
characters in other papers are alio well 
drawn ; and it is a circumftancc rather 
curious, that the charafter of Sob£K, in 
the 31ft number, fliould have been intend-* 
ed by Johijfon, as Mrs. Piozzi informs us 

« Numbers 14, i0, 22, 23, 43, 49, 52, 59, 62, 
^3* % ^5» 68, 69, 91, 94. 

Jt 
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it was '*^, as a fetirical defcription of himfelf. 
His edition of Shakespeare was pub- 
lifted in the year 1765 ; it had been long 
delayed'^; and, perhaps, at laft, did not 
fully anfwer the expefkations of the pub- 
lic ; but many of his notes are valuable, 
and the fliort ftridures at the end of the 
fcveral plays are written with his ufual 
vigour. His preface is alfb a compofition 
of great merit ; though there are parts of 
it which have fomewhat of a£Fe<aation, and 
ibmewhat of inconfiftency; but it contains 
many fine paffages ; and fome of his re- 
marks reading the unities of time and 
place are original, acute, and rational. In 
charaderizing the preceding commentators 
of our great dramatic poet, he has treated 

'• Anecdotes, p. 41. 
" The propofals for his edition of Shakefpeare were 
printed inf the year 1756, and the work ilfelf was not 
pybUfted till 1765. 

Theobald 



Thicobald with tobo much feverity^ and ap« 
pears not to bavvi done him jufttce as ati 
editor of Shakeipeafe: but he is partial to 
WarburtoD,. aiid fpeaks of the opponents 
of that prekte with a (fegree of contempt 
irjuch they certainly did not deferve. Since 
the puUkatioa of Dn Johnfoii^s edition 
cS Shakefpeare, our great dramatic poet 
iiasbccn farther elucidated^ and his plays 
enriched with mapy valuable notes, by the 
ibcceffive labours of Mr. Steevens, Mr, 
Malone, Mr. Reed, and other gentlemen. 
- In iy(^9 Dr. Johnfon had a private in* 
t«view with the j^efent king, in the 
library at the queen's palace* If fuch a 
«nan as Johnfon had been a native, or an 
inhabitant, of the Pruffian dominions, in 
the reign of the late Frederick, the third 
king of Pruffia, he would probably have 
been invited to the royal table. But this, in 
England, would have been contrary to the 

court 
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court etiquette, ^nd too great ft Conde- 
fcenfion ii> a prince of the houie of 
Brunfwkk, when elevated to thfe throne 
of Great Britain. The meeting, therefore^ 
was formal and diftant ; and the particulars 
of this folemn fcene have beea related, by 
Mr, Bofwell, with a moft reverential and 
fcrupulous exaftnefe. 

Of the Political Writinos of Dr. 
Johnfdn, it would be injurious to the in« 
terefts oi truths and to the comrrion right* 
of human nature, to Ipeak in terms of 
touch commendation, in any other view 
except as to their flyle. His Pai^js 
Alarm was publifhed in 1 77a, and chiefly 
relates to the proceedings refpeding Mn 
Wilkes in the cafe of the Middlefex elec- 
tion, and to the petitions and public meet- 
ings which were occafioned by that tranf- 
adion. His Falkland's Islands ap<» 
pared the following year^ aiwJ bis Pa-* 

TRIOT 
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TftloT in 1 774. la the latter he ridiculed 
ihc prctcnfions to patriotifin of the leaders 
. of the popular party, oppofed the claims 
of the cplpnies to be exempted from taxa- 
tion by the BntiA^ parliament, and de- 
fended the Quebec z£L 

Ik thefe political produftions many po* 
Ctions are laid down, in admirable language, 
and in highly polifhed periods, which are 
inconfiflent with the principles of the 
Englifh conftitution, and repugnant to the 
^common rights of mankind '\'* As a poli- 
♦ tical 

^ The above paflage is particularly objeSed to by 
Mr- Myrphy, who, in i5793> fevcn years after my 
EiTay firft appeared, publifhed <' an Eifay on the Life 
'' and Genius of Samuel Johnfon, l.l.d." In 
this piece Mr. Murphy has made a variety of remarks 
4f^n my Efiay ; but he has done it in fuch a manner^ 
that his readers will fometimes be at a lofs to know 
what autl>(^ it is to whom he refers; and when he 
lias quoted me, he has not always given my word$ 

with 
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tical writer, . be makes much tnofc tife of 
hb rhetoric thaa of his logic, and often 
gives his readers high founding declama-- 

tion 

widi exadnefs. From a praAifed author, like 
Mr; Murphy, I might reafonably have. . expe&ed 
more accuracy of reference, and more accuracy of 
quotation* 

Mr. Murphy obferves, that when it is faid, that 
Johnfon '^ advanced pofitions repugnant to the 
<< COMMON RIGHTS OF MANKIND, the virulence of 
^ party may be fufpe£led. It is, perhaps, true, that, 
*^ in the clamour raifed throughout the kingdom, 
^* Johnfon over*>heated his mind ; but he was a friend 
** to the rights of man, and he was greatly fuperior 
«' to the littlenefs of fpirit that might incline him to 
*' advance what he did not think and firmly believe.'*. 
Eflay on the Life and Genius of Samuel Johnfont 
LL.D. by Arthur Murphy, Efq; 8vo. 1793. P- ^^T* 
168. That Johnfon " advanced pofitions repugnant 
** to the common rights of mankind," may certainly 
be aflerted, without any virulence of party. T'liis I 
conceive myfelf to have fufBciently proved, in my 
Letter to Dr. Johnfon, firft published in the year ' 
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jQi^n wAtad of fair argumont. Aa^, ifbr 
dbod, in characterising Chofe who difler 
from him m dEemhnent, fie feemt fome« 

times 

1775, and now reprinted in 4bii colkiftion ; and I 
Rwft fiirthertake the liberty to d>rerve, tbat it appears 
to me, that the man who can ftippofe that Johhlbn^ 
in bis political produdionsj wrote like a friend to 
die common rights «f manki«id, can have formed no 
corre£t ideas upon the fubjeft. Indeed, Mr. Murphy 
himfelf appears to be influenced by prejudice too 
fimilar to thofe of Dr. Johnfon, to be an inapartiat 
inveftigator cf his political (pinions, or his political 
produ£tions» 

Mr. Murphy has taken abundant pains to vindicate 
the uncandid, illiberal^ and unjuft refIe£)ions, thrown, 
out by Dr. Johnfon againft Milton, on account of his 
political conduft. But, in his efforts for this purpofe, 
lie has been very unfuccefsfuU Mr. Murphy fpeaks 
iff ** the proftitution with which Milton is charged ;'* 
and which, he fays, cannot be defended. But • it " 
would be much more eafy to vindicate Mikon from* 
the charge of proftitution^ than it is to vindicate thofe 
who bring the charge againft him. Mr. Murphy has 

proved 



t 3J« 1 

tioies to pay f« little atbmtioii l» tniJtf 
«qufty, or cu&daar, that, m perofiog lus 
pieces, we are incfined nndaly to vAefllt t6 

proved nothing like it. 'He has not ftated thfe circam- 
fiances relative to the CMduA of Milton either i^ifti 
cscndattt, or with equity, Milton^ widi gfest d^ 
iquence, and gredt reafony ^defended the cxecutioii of 
Jc'ing Chftrks the Fivft; and iiis book written ior this 
purpofe has never been refuted, and never can be 
refuted, by any of the advocates fox regal tyranny* 
Charles was a tyrant, and well defcrved the fate te 
met whh. The difice whidi Mihon lieM, that df 
Latin fecretary, he was appointed to sunder the xom^ 
-monwealth ; and though he did not quit the jpoft after 
Cromwell became prote£ior, there is not the leaft 
evidence, that under the republic, or during the pro- 
teftorate, lie was employed in any fingle aft injurious 
to the honour, or to the interefts of bis country. 

After carefully peruftng the paflages ebjefted to im 
my Eflay by Mr. Murphy, I have not found any 
reafon to alter them ; nor do I apprehend, that this 
piece will be confidered, by impartial judges; as de- 
ficient in candour, or as injurious to the charafter, 
or to the writings, of .Dr. Johnfon. 

a pro- 
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a propoiition of his own, that ^* there U 
^* no credit due to a rhetorician^s account 
** either of good or evil ''/• However 
we may reiped: the memory of Johnfbn, 
and however unwilling we may be to ipeak 
of him with harfhnefsy thofe who impar- 
tially peruie hb political publications will 
be obliged to confefs, that few party pam- 
phlets have appeared in this country, which 
contain greater malignity of milrcprefenta- 
tion. Even Swift, who carried the rancour 
of party to a great height, hardly equalled 
the malignity of Johnfbn's reprefentatious 
of thofe who differed from himfelf on po- 
litical fubjefts* It feems difficult to fup- 
pofe, that he coUld ferioufly believe many 
things that he has advanced, concerning 
thofe whole political fentiments were dif- 
ferent from his own ; and, if he did not, 

*» Life of Roger Afcham, prefixed to his Workff, 
p. II. 

it 
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it is ftill more difficult to vindicate his 
conduft. 

The petitions prefentcd to the king about 
the year 1769, and in which many of the 
beft and worthieft men in the kingdom un* 
doubtedly concurred^ are reprefented by 
Dr. Johnfon as containing " the fenfe 
" only of the profligate and diffolute ^^" 
And he was fuch an enemy to public af- 
femblies of the people, and fo little in- 
quired whether what he advanced was truth 
in matters of this kind, that he maintained^ 
that *' meetings held for dire.fting repre- 
*^ fentatives are feldom attended but by the 
** idle and the diffolute ♦'/' No man who 
had ever attended any meetings of that kind 
could be of this opinion; and next to 
advancing things which a man knows 

♦• Falfe Alarm^ p. 48. 
-•' Political Trads, p. 157. 

Vol. IIL Z to 
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to be falfe, is his aflerting^ngs winch he 
cannot know to be true. 

In 1775, he puHiflicd his ** Taxation 
•* NO Tyranny ; an anfwer to the re* 
*^ (blutions and addrefi of the Amerkan 
•* congrefe.** The ftyle of this pamphlet 
muft appear extraordinary to thofe who are 
acquainted widi the termination of the 
great conteft, which then fbbfifted betweea 
Great-Britain and the American colonies. 
The terms which he employs in ipeaking 
lif the congrds, of the people of America, 
and of their caufe, are grofsly indecent, 
and unworthy of a man of letters, a ChriCs 
tian, or a philoibpher. They reflect dif- 
honour only on himfelf ; and we are grieved 
that fuch fentiments fhould be couched in 
fuch language, and flioukl proceed from 
fuch a man* 

Dr. Johnfon contended, that the par- 
liament of Great-Britain had <^ a legal 

" and 



** ^ cctoftitutfioeal power oit Jayldg tijjoft 
** theAmeridaftsaBytaxofimpo^iwhethej' 
** «kt«fnal <* ijirternal, upon the |m)du<^ 
**. aihnifOr themaiuufaduresc^ihduftrjri 
^ m the exigencies -of wztf ear in th^ 
** tinie trf' profoUndi peacd, ^or the <!efehc«i 
** of Aiatt^ici, for the purpofe of raifihg 
** a,i'ettenU6^ or £3if anyxAher ead beneficial 
*♦ tb the emjiiiie ;** ^d that they had « |[ 
*• rigfet to l^d t&eio bylfatutes* aji^ t0 
^* t^lid thein in ali ta&s ^fihztCocvtr**/* 
^ fiwpy IriipartJai tnto is ms^ 66DxmceA of 
<ii6 Injoflace and ritiiQiilDiiibc;i$ of thf4^ 
ciaimss Sxid thete are fe!«r jer}^ do nol 
lament that any attempts ^€tt &nt mnit 
to cnforcfe thcfiJi 

•It fntift always be tegrett«4 -tilat a #0^ 
pi jofaxfenV itstelie^ltual powers j^ipoid 
faave h&d & ii;ii6ng a propecUity to da&nd 
arbitrary principles of governments Bi^ 

♦» Taoeation n« T^ran^, p. go.«(fit; i^y^. 
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Dn this fubjed, the flrength of his language 
was not more manifeft than the wejjtneft 
of his arguments. In apology for him^ 
it ifaay be admitted, that he was a Tory 
from principle, and that much, of what 
he wrote was conformable to his reaVfen- 
timentsif But to defend all that was written 
by him, his warmeft friends will find jra^ 
poffible. In all iis political writings^ jthc 
paflages, which are> perhap^^ the moft ;Wor* 
thy of regard, and 'thte heft fiip'portedi by 
principles of reaibn^ /are: thbfe in' which 
he has introduced ^ fuch ^ arguments, , as 
Should prevent nations feom: being too jfcady 
to engage in war ^^ ' Tho inhabitants of 
this country have always .^lad too .great a 
propenfity-of.this fcindj and it is, on-rthis 
fubjeO: only that[ I woujbdirecoinQKeifd ^q 
them fome attention to Da Jo^ii^fb^ as a 
jK)liticiin. . . . ? . »» 

♦» Vid. Political TraSs, p.- io6; 107, ip8, 109^ 158, 

It 
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Ix was *in the auCupin of the year 1773^ 
that he undertook his journey to the He- 
brides, or Weftern iflands of Scotland : . of 
which he publiflied an account in the year 
1775. This is a very mafterly perform- 
ance ; for, befides a very pleafing account 
of his journey, it alfb contains a variety 
of acute obfervations on human life, and 
many curious incidental remarks relative 
to the hiftory of literature, with which 
Dr. Johnfon was very intimately conver- ' 
fant. In this journey he was accompanied 
by Mr. Bofwell; and the habitual good 
humour of this gentleman, his vivacity, 
his love of literature, and his perlbnal at* 
tachment to Johnlbn, together with his 
natui'al influence in Scotland, muft have 
rendered him a very agreeable companion 
to him, during the cqurfe of his tour to 
the Hebrides. Of this journey Mr. Bof^ 
well has himielf fince publifhed an ac- 
Z 3 * count. 
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40iiiit, whicb 18 hi^y efitertiaBiagy ^ 
which ippes^ te cdfitaia A yfisty nattn), 
>xa^> and faltfatm n^retfcdtaUoii, not Qofy 
^ the kicidcoits tvitsch occurrei dorin^ 
{fad tour, but ^^ of ^ v^ty &|!i^lar man* 
fier6 of hi^ learned n^nd celelaated fi-iend, 

Iw 1779, when l^e was frrenty years of 
«ig6, he {K^iihed his Lnrsj of the 
PdETs, which feem toh&ve \m^ ^a i6i&0L 
popular of an hi6 ptqdii€d<itts^ fhdt, 
confidered as compoikion», ail4 ^ «ihovibd^ 
ifig with tirimg &tid ik:(it« fe&ailb, tiftd 
ixrith m&ny Vefy ifine> ai^4 ibine ei^ fOo 
blime t>alBtges, have QhqqeftionaHy gftttt 
merit; but if they be i-egarded mi^ttiy «s 
tontaining narrirtiohs of the liv4;6» deU-i. 
neations^ of the charAdlers, bnd ftri^^tfiiea 
<t)h tjie WqrHs of the ^uthotis ^Oftc^n^bg 
■whom he wrote, they «ire far froili being 
Always to be d^nded oft ; the chftfa^ers 
'ate fom^tim^ tt^rtial, and ther^ is ifome- 

tim^a 
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times too math malignity of mifirepFe* 
ientatioa; to which^ perhaps, may be 
added, no kicoafiderable portion of erro-» 
neous criticiim. 

The firft life which occurs in this col* 
leflion is. that of CowtEY, which is very 
^vourabjly written, and contains an elabo- 
rate criticifin oa his works. The felfe 
tafte, which fb frequently appears in the 
produdions of that poet, is treated by his 
biographer with fufficient indulgence ; imd 
we are apt to be fbmewhat fiuprized,, that 
fo faflidious a critic, as John&n ibmetimes 
was, ihould de&aat fb copiouily on fuch 
petty conceits, as Cowley frequently ex- 
hibits. He is unjuftly partial to Cowley 
ia the pseference which he gives to his 
Latin poetry over that of Milton ; but his 
obfervationa qh the writings of the metar 
phyfical: poets are novel and ingenious. 

The fecond life in this colledion is that 
Z 4 of 
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of Waller, of whom Dr. Johnfbh lays, 
that, m 1 640, he " produced one of thofe 
^* noifylpeeches which difaffe<ftion and dif- 
^* content regularly diftate ; a fpeech filled 
f^ with hyperbolical complaints of imaginary 
** grievances **." This " noify fpeech," 
as our author terms it,' was diftated by 
good fenfe and real patriotifm. The com- 
plaints in it were not hyperbolical, and 
the grievances that Waller enumerated were 
rteal, and not imaginary. The grievances 
of which he complained were the encroach- 
ments of prerogative on the rights of the 
people, the-imprifoning their perfons with- 
out law, and the power affumed by the 
king of taxing his fubj'edls, and feizing 
their property, without the authority of 
parliament ; and the language of the com- 
plaints made by him on this fubjedt was' 
not too ftrong for the occafion. He after- 

♦♦ Life of Wj.llcr, p. 15. edit. 1779. 

wards 
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wards made a fpeech in favour of epifco- 
pacy : but with this his biographer was 
better pleafed/ and Ipeaks in terms of high 
commendation. The charafter of Waller 
by Clarendon is given by Johnfon at full 
length: upon which it may not be im- 
proper to oblerve, that the noble hiftorian*s 
account is in feveral particulars manifeftly 
erronebus; and as it is faid that Waller 
had Ibme animofity againft Clarendon, it 
feems equally apparent, that the latter 
wrote the character of the poet under the 
influence of fentiments of perfbnal diflike. 
In his life of Milton, he has fpoken 
in the higheft terms of the abilities of that 
great poet, and has beftowed on his prin- 
icipal poetical compofitions the moft ho-^ 
nourable encomiums : but he has very in- 
jurioufly-mifreprefented his character and 
condud as a man. He could not endure 
thofe high lentiments of liberty, which 

Milton 
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Mik<» was ib ardently defirous to prqpa- 
l^te*. He viewed with averfion the man, 
l¥bo had dared pubhckly to defend the 
cxcctttioa of king Charles the Fir(t There 
S8 fi)inetluAg curious^, in tracing the con^ 
duft of Johnfim with refpeft to Milton, 
and in obferving the ftruggle which there 
was in his nnnd concerning him» refult* 
ing from his reverence for him as a poet, 
and his rooted diflike againA him as a poli* 
tical writer* It can hardly be doubted, 
but that his averfion to Milton's politics, 
was the caufe of that alacrity, with which 
he joined with Lauder, in his infamous 
attack on our great epic poet, and which 
induced him to a^ft him in that tranf- 
a£tion *% But Johnfon was unacquainted 

with 

^ Sir John Hawkins fays, that, in the RamUer, 
^ an eulogium on KnoIIes's Hiftory of the TiurkSf. 
^* and a fc vera cenfure on the Samfoq Agonifte$ p{ 

" Milton^ 
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widi the impofttire ; and^ wb«a it was dif^ 
covered^ urged Lauder to ao open recanta* 
ntxu U is well knowot that the forgeries 
iOf Laoder were completely deteded by 

'♦ Milton, arc the only critical eflkys there to be 
^ foundt To the htter be kems to have been 
^^ prompted by no better a motive, than that hatnad 
^5 of the author for kis political principles, which he 
*' is known to have entertained, and was ever ready 
♦' to avow.** Speaking of Lauder's " Eflay on 
^ Milton*s UTe and Imitation of the Moderns," Sir 
^lui «)fe fays, <^ While the book was in the prefsj 
^* the proof ibeets were fubmitted to the infpedioa 
^< of our ckib, by a member of it who had an intereft 
** in its publication ; and I could ,all along obferve, 
^' that Johnfon feemed to approve, not only of the 
*< defign, but of the argument, and feemed to exult 
-^ in the perluafion, ^t the reputation «f Mikon 
** was likely to fuffcr by this ^fcovery. That he 
<* was not privy to the impofttire, I am well per- 
^* fuaded ; but that he wiflicd well to the argument 
♦^ muft be inferred from the preface, which indubi* 
** tably was written by Johnfon." Life of Samuel 
Johnfon, l.l.d. fecond edit, p. 274, 275, 276, 

Dr. 
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Dr. Douglas, now bifliop of Salilbury, 
and that by that ingenious and able writer 
Milton was fiifficiently vindicated from the 
charge of plagiarifm. But it is, perhaps, 
not generally known, that Lauder died, 
fbme years fince, in very indigent circum- 
ftances, at Barbadoes *^. 

It feems to have been by way of making 
fbme compenfatipn to the memory of Mil- 
ton, for the fhare he had in the attack of 
Lauder, that Johnfbn wrote ' the prologue 
that was fpoken by Garrick, at Drury-kne 
theatre, in 1750, on the performance of 
the maik of Comus, for the benefit of 
Milton's grand-daughter; and jn which 
the following lines appear to refer to the 
dete£lion of Lauder : 

*• I was informed of this faft by the clergyman 
who performed the burial fervice at the interment of 
Lauder, and who advanced the money for the expences 
of his funeral, but which he was afterwards repaid by 
the fon of Lauder. 

At 
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*• At length our mighty Bard's viftc^ions hys^ 
Pill the loud voice of univerfal praife. 
And baffled fpite, with hopelefs anguifli dumb^ 
Yields to renown the centuries to come." 

But, many years after, when his Lives 
pf the Poets appeared, his old diflike to 
Milton's politics was again manifefted; 
?nd we fee ftrikingly exhibited, in his ac- 
count of'hlm, his reverence for his talents, 
and his averfion for his principles. 
Dr.Johnfon fays, that Milton " Jeft the 
univerfity with no kindnefs for its infti- 
tution, alienated either by the injudicious 
" feverity of his governors, or his own cap- 
** tiousperverfenefe. The caufe cannot now 
^* be known, but the efftCt appears in his 
•^ writings ^'^ That Milton thought the 
univerfities needed reformation, we may, 
indeed, learn from his writings ; and many 
other able men, who have received their 

^"^ Life of Milton, p. lo. 

education 
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educatioit irf thtfe antient and celebraleci 
feminarics, have been of the fame opini^m* 
It 13 unjuft, therefore, to impute thefe 
fentiments to circumftances of perfonal 
difguft, or to captioufhefs of temiper. He 
has fliewn, by his piece addreffed to Mr^ 
Hartlib, that he had conceived ideas of al 
more perfect plan of education ; and it i» 
not a fubjed of fiirprize, that a man, whofe 
oinderftanding was fo highly cultivated^ 
and who poflefled a mind ib comprcherifive 
as that of Milton, ihould fbmetime? form 
fchemes of better modes of education than 
thofe which have hitherto been adopted. 

Johnson rklicules Milton, with very 
little realbn, for haftening home from his 
travels, " becaufe his countrymen were 
"^^ contending for their liberty, and, when 
** he reached the fcene of adion, vapour- 
ing away his patriotifin in a private 

boarding- 
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•* boarding^rchooP^/* The feft is, that 
when not engaged in more importaiit tJCctt*' 
pations, Milton cmploytrd himfelf in the 
inftruftion of fome private pupils ; but he 
never deferted his principles, nor was back* 
ward to exert himfeff in the prottiotion of 
the otufe that he e^ouicd. There is nd 
reafon to dcrabt, but that he would have 
defended It with his fword, as well as with 
his pen, tf a proper opportunity had offered ; 
for his peribnal courage was unquef- 
tioned. But no proper military office was 
beftowed upon him,, though it feems to 
luve been intended, and was never declined 
on his pat. His learning and ^.abilities, 
however, qualified Kim to ferve ihe caufe 
that he elpoufed, more advmitageoufly by 
Ills pen than by his fword; and he en- 
gaged in it with great ardour, and great 

*• Life, ps 25, :s»S. 

eloquence. 
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eloquence^ and in ludi a mauner as exdte<i 
the attention of all Europe. 

But though Dn Johnfon at firft attacks 
Milton for inadivity in the caufe that he 
efpouied^ he ibon finds his zQ&vky too- 
great. He fays, that about the year 1641, 
Milton " began to engage in the contro* 
•* vcrfies of the times, and lent, his breath 
" to blow the flames of contention ♦'.^ 
The truth is, that Milton thought,^ that 
fome reformation was necdfTary both in, 
the church and in the flate ; he was de- 
firous of promoting the interefls of civil 
and religious liberty-; and, therefore, pub- 
liihed fuch pieces as he fvi()pofed calculated 
to promote the caufe of public freedom. 
Qf one piece, which was publifhed by 
Milton at this time, on the fubjed of 
*< Prelaticai Epifcopacy/' Johnfon has 
giveix the title, in order to (hew that our 

^ Ibid. p. 32, 31. ^ 

great 



C 3^ J 

gr^ epic poet ^^ bad now juiopted the 
^* pQjritaoical Jfavagcnefs of maoner^^^V* 
But by thoie who impartially read this 
titky ft will be difficult to difcover any 
thing, to which the word favage cani with 
the leaft propriety be applied. 

PiU Jobttfon fays, that Milton's " po- 
^^ Ikkd aotioiid were thofe of ao acrimo- 
^ nioQS and fiirly Republican^ for whick 
it IS not known tliat he gave any better 
realbn, than that a popular government 
was the moft Jfrugal ; for the trappings 
^* of ^ naonarchy would fct up an ordinary 
^ oprnmenwealdi ^\'* Every mw, who is 
much cottYer&2t in the proie writings of 
Milton, muft be convmced, that this 
aflertion of Johnfbn is not true ; and all 
may be convinced of it, who will perufe 
im ^^ Ready a«4 »fy way to .e0;abUAi a 
"^ Tree Commonwealth, and the excel^^ 

»^ Ihii p. 34. »' Ibid, p, 14^. 

V#L. ni. A a '' lence 
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•** lencc thereof compared with the incoiN 
*" v^niencies and dangers of re*admitiing 
** Kingfliip in this nation ^*/' 

Othek 

ii • • 

** In this piece, Milton fays^ " A free Common* 
«* wealth was not only held by wi(e{{ men in all age£» 
'" the nobleft, the manlieft, the equalled, the jnfteft 
"* government, the mofl: agreeabfe to* ^e liberty, and 
-^* proportioned equality, both hnman^ civili an^ 
." Chriftian, moft cherifhing to virtue and, true Tcli^ 
** gion, but alfo (I may fay it with 'greateft prol^^i 
'* bilityj plainly commended, or rather enjoined, by 
** our Saviour himfelf to all Chriftians, not withou^ 

V a remarkable difallowance, and' the 'brand, of 
« Gentilrfm upon Kinglhip/'— r—" That peopte 

V muft needs be mad, or ftiaiigely infat;i4^tod, that 
** build the chief, hope of their common happinefi 
^* or fafety on a fmgle perfon ; whp> if he happen 
^ to be good, can do no more than another man ^ 
<^ if to be bad, hath in his hands to do more evil 
*^ without check, than miUioni of other men^ The. 
-^ happinefs. of a nation muft. needs be firmeft and 
<* certaineft in a full and free council of their owi\, 
^^ cleding^ where no fingle perfim^ but reafon only 
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• Othee writers, as well as Johnibny 
have Ipdcen with feyerity of Milton, a^ 
being a republican. But it could be no. 

** fways/ *' n i« Of all governments a common wealth 
<< aims mcift to make tlie people flouriihing, vJrtuousJ 
« noble, and high fpiritcd." Milton's Profe Warb, 
Vol. IL p, 786, 787, 795. e^lit. 1698. , 

In his DfiFENSio pro Populo Anolicano, he 
alfo fays, Difus niji invitus, populum fuum fub rtgio im^ 
' ferio effi noluit ; naiuta qmdjuadeat et reSfa ra/io, mm ex 
flurihusyjid ix fruientiffimh nationtbus optitnl perfpicitur. 
tSf^ecif Romania ItaH, Carthagmienfis, tnuUique aUifuppu 
ixgeni^ viloptinuUium vdpopuU imferium regio praiuh^ 
funt ; aiqite ha quidem nationes caterarum omnium inftar 
fuHt. Hinc Sulpitius Stuerus, Regium nomen cun&is 
fere liberis genti'bus femper invifum, fujffe trad!/. 
PEfE^NSio, p. Id, edit. London, 4to. 1651. 

From fundry other paflages in Milton's profe-worlLSi 
ditie feems, however, reafon to believe, that he would 
not have been diffatisfied under the government of 9, 
l^ing, if the liberties of the people had been properly 
fecured> and the power of the prince reftrained and 
limited, accpiding to" the true principles of the Englifli 
CMftitutioni* 

A a 2 di^racc 
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dfi^a66 to any tnan^ whaiHad tiYtd utldcr 
the tytihtAcH gpSftmtAetit tf thib Stuam^ 
that He &opld tbiilk a n^alMa preferabki 
His DEfENsip PRO PopuLo. Anglic ANa 
has alfo brougbt vpou him m;iny reproaches* 
B»t ill thii fiiece he gVidehtly Wi^te til oon^ 
formity to his rial fentimente^ andhi^ ar^ 
guiiieiits have never befeh refate4 GhafleS L 
had violated his moft ^lemn engagements 
^o his people, he had traog^pled 911 their 
ttfitieiit cbnftitutidn^ and tabUt ixK^ottatfl 
right^^ and at li^gth^ iti tonfe^utmee ef 
his tyrannical adfniniftratibn, delfefvfedly 
joiii: his head \apon a fcalfold. It was thk 
tranfai^en which Milton ^vii^dipat^d : 2o4 
ht mly be ib^rted by toalbns whiich 
^Hnot be atliW^ttd^ by th« iablttft atftt 
the warrheii advocates for royalty. Thd!| 
who reverence Millon as a poet will like- 
wi& find) if |ns condti<3;.be acc^r^tety an^ 
Unpartially exanained^ that he is alfo ju^| 

entitled 
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^^liltl^ to ow: wv^qjKC? ^ ^, mmi swdas 

Pft. Johoiwi lias given a qyotation from 
|kmton'« Acpo4 Defence of the People of 
£figland« in^rdcr to {vove that he Aattere4 
Cromw^eU; 91^ k is ^certain, that in thi^ 
fj^ce great <^comiwns are heftpwed on the 
fflote^n B)»t MiUon then hcf>e4^ with 
QMny ot^^, jthftt Crp9|well would reallj^ 
<ftpJi)UA a free coia^monw^a)^ ; %nd W9S 
£v $»9i beiog djogultur in fprn;iing high 
ideas 0f t^ prote£)x)ir*s nieiitt. It fho\M 
«Ub be remeioheredy that, in the jQime per- 
ipnmanpe, he e^h^girl;^ Cromwell, in the 
^m&^ t/^mh inot Xo 4eiier.t tho£b great 
pnocip}e9 of iU)^ty which he had prp- 
£lffed io fifpomfk ; ai»d (hews what an enor> 
HHty it vrmiki hp^ if ;»fter having fuccefs;* 
fy^ qpS^feti tyrann/, he ^opld bimfelf 
a€k the part of a tyrant, and betray the 
caufe that he had defended. 

A a 3 MiLTQH 
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Milton was firft employed as Latin 
fecretary under the commonwealth, and 
though he continued to execute the office 
under the proteftorate of Cromwellj^ yefe 
he never was a confident of Oliver's, nor 
was employed in the promotion of his 
views; and feems only to have written 
thofe public difpatches, which related to 
the general interefts of the kingdom. He 
never deferted his principles ; and was ever 
ardently defirous of eftablifhing and fe- 
curing the liberties of his country. As 
to the ftbry, which Dr. Johnlbn is inclined 
to rejedt, as ** an obfcure ftory^S" of a 
reply made by Milton to his wife, relative 
to a propofal of his continuing to execute 
the office of Latin fecretary, after the 
Reftoration, it is perfectly fuitable to hisj 
charafter, and is more probable, and much 

" P. 9x. 

betteft 
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better attefted, than many of thofe which 
arc given in thefe Lives of the Poets, But 
it .implied a degree of public fpirit, and 
of confiftcncy, in Milton, which Johnlbn 
was unwilling to admit. 

It has been lamented by fbme ingenious 
writers, that Milton fhould have employed 
{o much of the earlier part of his life in 
the compofition of his profe pieces, on 
political and controverfial fubjeds, inftead 
of applying himfelf to the cultivation and 
exertion of his poetical talents. But Milton 
thought, and perhaps not Irrationally, that 
to promote the interefts of liberty, civil 
and religious, to exert his abilities in thp 
advancement of truth and virtue, was ^ 
more important and a more dignified em^ 
ployment, than even " embellifliing ori- 
" ginal tales of chivalry,** or " cloathing 
^* the febulous atchievemcnts of the early 
A a 4 « BritiOi 
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^« Britifli kings arid cHaiApibtiS ifl the 
^< gorgeous trappings of epic attire ^\'* 

Mk. Thomas Warion, to whom the 
public are indebted for ttiany ingenious aftd 
elegant produftioris, but whofe political 
fentiments were lomewhat fimilar to thofe 
of T>t. Johnfon, has dircovered the fame 
propenfity to degrade and difcredit MiltOft 
as a profa-writer *^' He layfe, that " his 

** DjEFfiNSlO taO POPULO Al^GLICANO 

^ againft Saltoafius, fo liberally rewarded 
*^ by the Prelbyterian admmiftration, the 
^* befl: apology that ever Was offered for 
^* bringing kings to the block, and which 
*^ diffiifed his reputation all over Europe, 
<* is remembered no more *^** That his 
X)efencc of the People of England, as it 

'^ Vid» Warton's Preikce to his edition of MiltOA^s 

IPoems, p, 12. ' 

' ** Vid, the notes to the new edition of A^lton's 

rfiraiSj p. S^J} 5^^* 

«« Ibid, p, 589. 

related 
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related to a tran£i<9ion which happened 
more than a century ago, i^ not now 
very generally read, may be readily ad- 
mitted; but that it ^' is remembered no 
*« more," is furely a ftrange aifertion. But 
Mr. Warton alfo obfenres, that " Milton's 
^ phn of education to Hartlib has more 
•• (how than value. He docs not tecom- 
^ mend thofe ftudies to boys, which, as 
^ Cicero &ys, in a paf&gs iiiperficially 
^ ux^rftood, Addeicentiam alunt, ad*- 
^ vcr£o res omant, pro^ris perfugium et 
"^^ fohdum ptsebent, deleSsuit domi^ non 
^ impedinnt fbris, peregriuanturnobi&nm, 
^ ruliicantun Inikad of hying a fh:c& 
«^ upon fuch authors as open and enlarge 
^ a ymhg nnderftanding, he prelcribes an 
•* carfy acquaintance with geometry and 
*^ phyfics. But thdfe will teadi no gfene- 
^ rous ientimentSy nor inculcate (iich 
^^ knowledge as is of uie at all times and 

" on 
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•• on all occafions^\" It might be iii- 
ferred from Mr. Warton's obieryations, as 
well as from fbme remarks of Dn Johii^- 
{on^ that Milton had lUghted poetry^ his- 
tory, and moral philofbphy, and recom^ 
mended little attention to any other ftudies 
but thofe of mathematics and natural phi- 
lofophy. But thofe who will take the 
pains to perufe his ** Tradate of Educa- 
** tion/V will find, that this was far from 
being the cafe. He recommends, indeed, 
an early acquaintance with phyfical au^ 
thors ; but he alfb lays, ** The main Ikill 
" and groundwork will be, to temper 
•* them fiich lectures and explanations 
•• upon every opportunity, as. may lead 
** and draw them ip willing obedience, 
** enflamed with the ftudy of learning, and 
** the admiration of virtue, ftirred up with 
high hopes of living to hq brave men, 

»Mbid-p. 117. 

'' and 
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♦* and worthy patriots, dear to God, and 

** famous to all ages.'* He alfo hopes, 

that there might be inflifed " into their 

** young breafts luch , an ingenuous and 

*** noble ardour, as would not fail to make 

** many of them renowned and matchlefe 

^* men. * At the 6me time, fome other 

** hour of the day, might be taught them 

** the rules of arithmetic, and fbon after 

^* the elements of geometry even playing, 

^* as the old manner was. After evening 

^^ repaft, till bed-time, their thoughts 

^* will be beft taken up in the eaiy grounds 

" of religion, and the ftory of fcdpture.^' 

He afterwards recommends, that they 

ftiould be amply inftrudled " in the know- 

** ledge of virtue, and the hatred of vice ; 

" while their young and pliant afFe<aions 

^^ are led through all the moral works of 

*^ Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, 

^* Laertius, and thofe Locrian remains.'* 

And 
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J^d aft^ meotioniag other objet^ df 
^7, be adds, " When *U thefe emplo^- 
<* ment9 are ivell conqiiered» then will the 
^' choice hilbnesy heroic pipemi , and Attic 
'* uzgfdicSf of ilatelieft and inoft regal 
<* argument^ with all the 5«ao»s political 
•< oratiofvs o^ them^ves: whidb, if 
•* they were not only read, but ^oroe of 
<* them got by memory) a»d ^leurnfy 
/* prooouoped,withi%htaipen)taQdgnaoe, 
<* as might be tauf^t*' would ^ndnethem 
♦' even with the ^rit and vigour of I>e- 
** moftbenee or Cicero, Euripides, or 
^' &^hocle«>**' He likemie remarks^ that 
j;he plan of ihidy vrUgk he recommended* 
was that w^ich he £ippoled to zf^reedi 
the neareft ** to thoie ^itient and £u9Qons 
** ichools of Pyth»g&tQh Plaio* Ilhenites, 
** Arii)»t]e, a^d foch others, oiit 9f which 
** wenebredi^iBich a juomher of renowned 
** pbiloiopbersir praton^ }H&6wm, ppecs, 

" and 
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** and fuiticcs* all over Greeee» Italy, and 
«* A&att befides the flourUhing fiudtes of 
*' Cyrene and Alexandria/* . 

BVT though I think; it appears fi-om 
thefe pa(&ges,. aiad .from, others, that Mr* 
Warton has not done juftice to Milton's 
tlmtife on educatirai, yet I perfe£Uy con* 
cur with him in a^ioving the following 
ttdtKiirable obfdrvations o( Dr. Johnibuk 
«• The troth k, th«t the knowledge of 
** txtertial nature^ and of the fciencea 
** which that kno^tec^ fdquird$ qt in* 
** cittdes, is twt tike greeA er the freq\ient 
^ bafiaieis of dae hnmaa miikL Whether 
** we provide for a£kioa or conver&tk>n» 
** whedier we wi& to be ufbful or ^ea&ng, 
<* Hie firft req|ui£te is the religious and 
** moral knowledge of right and wrong { 
<* ^e next is an acqiuintance with the 
** hiftory of mankind, and .with thofe 
** examples which may he £ud to embody 

** truth, . 
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*^ tnith,^ and proVe by events theyesfoii-^ 
** ablenels.of opinions. Prtfdencfe and 
«* juftice are virtues, and excellencies, of 
" all times, and- of all' places r we are 
•• perpetually moralifts, but we are geo*^ 
•* metricians only by chance. Our int«r- 
•* courfe with intelle^ual nlture is necei^ 
^* fary ; our ipeculatiobs ujpon matter are 
** voluntary, and at Itihte. Phyfical 
«* knowledge is of ftichrare cmergeiice, 
** that on6 man may know another half 
^^ his life without being able toeftimate, 
<* his ikill in hydroftatics or aftronomy; 
<< but his mwal andipru^ntial chara^er 
<^ immediately appears. Thofe authors^ 
^< therefore, are to be readat ^ools, that 
** fof^ly moft axioms of prudence, moft 
^ principles of moral truth, ^d moft n^a- 
<< teriab for converfation ; and thoie pur« 
^^ poles are beft ferved by poets^ oratort, 
" and hiftorians '\'' 

'* Life of Mikooi p. zS, 29^ 30. 

Iir 
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In juftice to Mr. Wartpn, it (hould alio 
be obferved, ' that however injurioufly he 
may have treated Milton's profe- works, he 
has very fkilfuUy aud ably vindicated fbme 
of liis fmaller poemSj^ ; from feveril erro- 
neous and ill-grounded criticifms that have 
been publifhed againft thbm, and particu- 
larly by Dr. Johnfon ; and has alfo illus- 
trated thefe poems, in his notes, with much 
ingenuity and erudition. / 

In the account given by Dr. Johnibn of 
the religion of Milton, he has aflerted what 
he could not poffibly know to be true, and 
what thofe, who duly attend to Mikon^s 
pharafter, will not eafily believe. He 
(ays, that ** Milton, wlio appears to* have 
"had foil convidlion of the truth of 
" Ghriftianity, and to have regarded the 
*^ holy fcriptures \vith the profoundeft vc- 
*♦ neration, tjo have been untainted by any 

^* heretical; 
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•• hdretiCai peculiarity of opihiwi, «id to 
" haw Iive4 in a <i6hfirnied belief of th« 
** imtoediate and occafioDal agency of pro- 
«« videncc, yet grew old without any vifiWe 
** xfDtQu^* Jo. the diftribution of his 
«« houw, there was no hour of prayer, 
«« cither Solitary, or with hi» houfebold; 
<* dmittii^ public prayer*, he omitted 

♦«aU»V' 

As Milton is well known to have dif- 
iented from the eftabliihed chordi, it is 
sot a ftti^^ed of much ^arprife, t3aat. he 
ilwuld abfeot faim^ frtnn its )^blic &r- 
Yioes. It naay fdfo be reoaariced* ifaattbe 
Kcoconformifts of tiiat period were g»e- 
nlly CalYUufts, and Milton did not pro- 
bibly concur with them in opinion. Thefe 
dff:umftaaces mi^t prevent him, in the 
latter fut q£ km life, from, coa u i cflih g 

«• Ibia. p. 140, 141. 

himfelf 
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himfelf wkh any particular body of Chrif^ 
tians, and from attending their religious 
lervices. B«t it cannot hence be rationally 
inferred, nor becaufe his ftated hours of 
|>rayer are hot known, that he omitted 
private devotion* As to private prayer, 
indeed, Milton had learned from the New 
Tefhment, diat a man^s private devotions 
ihould be performed with fecfecy; and, 
diercforc^ we need not wonder, that of 
tfaefi: none of his biographers give any ac<- 
fiovint. But we are not hence to concludCj^ 
tbU \» pra^Silbd no devetion, That a 
^pa&, whole ordinary pra6Hce it was to 
ha^ » chapter read to him out of the 
Hebrew Bible, at his; firft rifing in the 
monung, and whofe writings breathe a 
ftrain of the moft fervent piety, (hould 
omit all devotions, both public and pri« 
yate, is incredible; and, indeed. Dr. 
Johnfon himfelf at laft fays, fomewhat in- 
Vot. in, B b con- 
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<:oi\fiftcntly, "That he lived without- 
*^ prayer can hardly be affirmed; his, 
" ftudies and meditations were a continual 
« prayei^'%'* 

In his life of Milton, he has alfb made 
ibme remarks on the dangers attendant on 
the freedom of the prefe, and the tncon* 
veniencies which would refult from re- 
ftraining it. Much more, however, is 
£iid bjf him againft it than for it; and t)iv 
that fide of the quc;{tion his arguments are 
evidently intended to preponderate. But. 
the portions advanced by him ane erroneous 
and ill founded. One. of hxs arguments 
againft the Kberty of the prels is, that^ 
** if every fceptic in theobgy may teach 
** his follies, there can be no religion ^'.•* 
But furely it is no neceflary coniequeace 
of the permiffion of any publications in 

•^ Ibid. p. 142. 
•' Life of Milton, p. 45, 46. • 

theology, 
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theology, that all religion will l)e oveN 
turned. Every principle of real religion 
is founded upon arguments, and upon'evi*- 
dence, too powerful to be ihaken by the 
cavils of fcepticifm ; and thofe theological 
dogmas, which require the aid of civil 
authority for their fuppprt, are unworthy 
€^ defence* The other arguments of Dr* 
Johnibn, againft the freedom of the prefi, 
are equally inconclufive. 

One of the moft cenfurable paffages in 
Johnfbn's Life of Milton, is the following : 
^* As fa^on feldom leaves a man honeft, 
•* however it might find him, Milton is 
** fofpefted of having interpolated the 
** book called Icon Ba^bilike, which the 
** council of ftate, to whom he was now 
•* made Latin fecretary, employed him to 
** cenfure, by inferting a paper taken from 
>^ Sidney's Arcadia, and iniputing it to the 
B b 2 king./^^ 
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" king^*/* This ridiculous dbarg<^ jk^aio^ft ' 
Milton is fo totally deftitutc o( any proper 
evidence, and, independently of his cha- 
ra^er as a man of honour, (o improbable 
in itfelf, that it is not eafy to conceive 
that his biographer, with all hi§ prejudices^ 
could even entertain a fufpicion of its being 
true ; and it was extremely uRworthy of 
Dr. Johnfon, to give the l^tft Gountenanqe 
'to fo ungenerous and fb uni^pported ul 
j^piputation s^gainft an illufkious man, who 
was diftinguifhed not oiily by the fubli- 
mity of his geniu;&^ but by hia. integrity 
and virtue* 

But though, in his life of Milton, a 
propenfity to repreient his a£bions ia a very 
unfavourable light is manifeft throughout^ 
yet when he comes to treat of his principal 
poetical produftions^ and efpecially his Pa- 
tadtie Loft, he has diiplayed their excel-^ 

•* P. SI. 

lencies 
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leneies m (he mc^ aivknated and e^vated 
language. He fays of the Paradife Loft^^ 
that it is " a poem, which, confidercd 
** with refpeA to dcfign, may claim the 
** firft place, and with re{pe6t to per- 
^* formance the fecond, among the pro- 
** du6liom of the human mmd^^" And 
in another place he obferves, that " his 
^* great works were performed under dif-^ 
** countenance, and in blindnefs, but dif- 
** Acuities vanifhed at his touch ; he was 
** born for whatever is arduous; and his 
^' work is not the greateft of heroic poems, 
** only becaufe it is not the firft '^^•'* 

After Milton, the next life which 
occurs hi Dr. Johnfon's Biographical Pre- 
fkces^ is that of Butler. From the little 
that is known of the author of Hudibras, 
it was not to be cxpeded that the life of 
him could be very interefting. But Johnfon 

* Ibid. p. 169. •♦ Ibid, p; 223. 

B b 3 has 



has rendered his account of him htghljr 
valuable, by the ftriking remarks that he 
has introduced on literary compofition, 
and on the means of attaining to literary 
excellence. 

Of Dryden, whom he confiders not 
only as a great poet, but as " the Father 
** of Englifh criticifm," the account given 
by Johnfon is very curious, and more 
copious than his other lives. He was in- 
clined to be favourable to Dryden; this 
appears in his general narration, and in his 
criticifms on his writings ; and his turning 
Papift, on the acceffion of a Popifli king, 
is dextroufly palliated. 

In his account of Addison, the general 
reprefentation given of his merit 4s a writer 
is very juft, and very happily expreffed* 
. But he feems fbmetimes too much in- 
clined to Ipeak dilparagingly of him as a 
map, and too ready to adroit ftpries to his 

prejudice. 
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prejudice, without fufficieot evidence* 
Addifbn is too much degraded in the bufi* 
ne& of his marriage^ and the circumftances 
related concerning it are probably exagge* 
rated. Some particulars, which are dis- 
advantageous to Addifbn*s memory, are. 
alfb, perhaps, taken too implicitly from 
Spence's account of his converfations with 
Pope ; who appears to have retained more 
malignity againft Addifbn, " from their 
** antient rivalry,** than is admitted by^ 
Dr. Johnlbn *^ It may alfb be here ob- 
ferved, that the ftory related of Addifbn, 
in the life of Edmund Smith ^^, is a very 
improbable one, and very unfuitable to 
Addifbn's charadler. He was not a man 
to treat with contempt any objeftipn to 
engaging in a literary work, which arofe 
from motives of confciencc. Had the 
flory been related by Smith himfelf, the 

•» Life of Addifon, p. 64. •• P. 44. 

B 4 teflimony 
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teftimony of a perfon of lb difiblcrfe t 
•charader^ ought not to have been impUcttfy 
received to the prejtidice of a man^ whoi^ 
<:hara£ter for integrity was fb well eilafah 
liflied as that of Addifon, But Dr. Jobnibn 
received it neither from Smith, nor from 
iiis friend; nor are we made acquainted 
even with the name of the friend of Smith, 
to whom the ftory was originally commu- 
nicated* 

TriE criticifms of Johpfbn on the poeti- 
cal works of Swift are very fhort; and 
be appears to have been uninclined to fpeak 
favourably either of his oharafter, or of his 
•writings. The abilities of the Dean o[ 
St, Patrick's have, perhaps, been over- 
rated; but however that be, Johnfbn {cemSj 
a? Mr. Bofwell obferves ^% to have been 
prejudiced againfl: him ; nor has he done 
juftice to his talents in his life of him^ 

^' Bofwell's Tour to the HcWdcs^ p. 38; 

Th« 
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Thb poems of Phior are driticifed' by 
lum' with great leverity; and he feems, 
upon the whole, to have under-rated bis 
merit. It would, perhaps, be difficult to 
meet with any reader of tafte, who would 
concur in opinion with Johnlbn rcfpefting 
Henry and Emma. It is obfervable, that 
in his life of Prior, he Ipeaks of king 
William, whom in converfation he diftin- 
guifhed by the epithet of ** fcoundrcl^%'* 
in more rei|>e£):ful terms than might have 
been expeftcd. ** King William," fays 
he, ^^ fupplied copious materials for dither 
^* verfe pr profe. His whole life had been 
f ' adkion, iand no man denies him the re- 
♦* fplendent qualities o£ fteady refblution 
** and perfdnal courage. He wias really in 
^ Prior's mind what he rcprefents him 
** in his verfes: be confidered him as a 
^^ hero, and was accuftomed to fay, that 

*' Ibid. p. 312. 

"he 
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** he praifed others in compliance with 

** the fafliion^ but that in celebrating king 

** William he followed his inclination. 

** To Prior gratitude would didate praife, 

" which reafbn would not refufe^'." 

In his account of Dr* King^ he takes 

. occafion to cenfure the wild principles^ 

which, he fays, were introduced by Liord 

Molefworth in his ** Account of Den- 

" mark7%" Thefe wild principles were 

the fame principles of government thai 

were maintained and afTerted . by Sydnet 

and by Locke, and hf the beft and ablcft 

writers that have appeared upon the fob- 

jeft. Dr. Johnfbn is miilaken in the ftory 

which he tells, in his life of Lord Hali* 

fex '', of that nobleman being difconcerted, 

and obliged for fome time to be filent, 

when attempting to Ipeak in favour of the 

•• Life of Prior, p. lo. ^« Life of King, p. 3. 
'• P. 5. 

biU 
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Isill for granting couniel to priibneii in 
cafes of high treason ^ and afterwards urging 
his temporary embarrafment as an argu« 
ment in favour of the bill. That circum* 
dance happened not to lord Halifax, but 
to lord Shaftcfbury, the celebrated author 
of the Charafteriftics 7*. 

The life of Pope contains a variety of 
interefting inforaiation concerning that 
celebrated poet; many particulars in his 
charader are nicely and accurately difcfi- 
minated; and the companion between 
Pope and Dryden is very finely written. 
But in his life of Pope, he has given the 
account of the quarrel between him and 
Addifi>n, with too much reliance upon the 
teflimony of the former, whole account 
^ is far from being entitled to implicit 
credit. Speaking of Pope's tranflation of 

»* Vid, Torbuck's Parliamentary Debates, vol. III. 
fp 46. Biographia Britan. General Did. kc. 

.the 



t 39^ ] 
the Iliad, and of Tickell's verfion of thc*^ 
firft booki Johnfon %s, that Tofc " w^ 
** coovuKed, by adding one circiu&ftanceta 
^^ another, that the other tranflalioa (that 
** publifhed by Tickell) was the work of 
•' Addifbn himfelf j but if he knew it ux 
*' Addifon's life- time, it docs nuA appear 
** that he told it. He left his illuftrious 
** a^itagpnift to be punifhed, by what haa 
^^ been conjiidered as the mofl: painful of 
*^ a^ll rcfledions, the remembrance of a 
** crime perpetrated in vain ^'." 

Of ,this charge againft Addifoa, and of 
other particulars with, which he is accufcd, 
relative to the quarrel between him. and 
Pope, no proper evidence has ever been 
produced. Dr. Johnfon feems not to have 
examined the matter with much care: but 
many of the circuraftanc.es relpefting it 
were examined with great accuracy by the 

^ Life of Pope, p. io6, 107. 

late 
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late Judge Blackftonc^*; who obfervcSt 
that Addifbn ^^ had been dead mzny 
♦♦ years before any of the particubrs wcro 
** divulged, and thofe which are now 
•* given us come only from Mr. Popie him- 
*^ felf/' The firft regular ftatemcnt of 
thefe accufations againft Addifon was pub«» 
lifhed by kufFhead, in his life of PopCj, 
with the materials of which he was for- 
nifhed by Dr. Warburton* But as Black-^ 
ftone has obferved, and fully proved, ** k 
•* is evident from dates and fafts, chiefi^r 
•* extant in Mr. Pope^s own works, that 
•* the account given by Mr. RufFhead 
cannot poffibly be altogether true, and 
is hardly accurate in a lingle particu* 
♦* lar7^'• Johnfbn's account and Ruff- 
head's are both evidently derived from the 

^ In the new Edition of the Biogrgphia Britamuca^ 
m* Addisom, note [U]. 

" Ibii 

iame 
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£ime iburce, the acc^onnt written by Spence 
ffi his couveriations with Pope. But an 
exad adherence to truth, in matters in 
whit;;^ his own intereft or fame were con- 
cerned, fcems not to have been one of the 
virtues of Pope ; for, on feveral occafions, 
his veracity appears to have been more than 
queftionable^^. Some of the particulars 
in RufFhead's account are inconfiftcnt with 
Pope's own letters ; and it may alfb be ob- 
ferved, that the elegant, but fevere lines 
of Pope againft Addifbn, were not made 
public till two years after the death of- the 
latter ; though it is mauifeft even from 
thofe lines, as Blackftone has remarked, 
that Pope himielf did not then believe 
Addifon to have been the author of the 
tranflation publiflied by Tickell. Thofe 

*• Vid. Johnfon's life of Pope, p. i2i, 137, 14^. 
Life of Savage, p. 48, 49. edit. 1781 » Life of Broomeir 
p. 5, 6. 

.who 
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who would judge impartially of the whole 
of this controvcrfy, Ihould attentively pe^. 
rufe the paper written by Judge Blackftonc 
upon the fubjeft. 

In the account of the life of Lord Lyt- 
TELTON is a fingular paf&ge, from which^ 
if taken by itfelf, it might be prefumed 
to be Johnfon^s opinion, that every man of 
genius muft, in the earlier part of his, life, 
be a zealous Whig. JSut this wiU hardly 
be fuppo&d to have been his opinion. He 
fays of Lord Lyttelton's " Perfian Let- 
•* ters," that they " have fomething of 
" that indiftind and headftrong ardour for 
•* liberty, which a man of genius always 
** catches when he enters the world, aiKl 
** always fufFers to cool, as he paffes for- 
/* ward7^" He has not done juftice to 
Lord Lyttelton's merit as a writer; and 
(eems to have confeffed to Mrs, Thrale, 

'^ Life of LytteltOHi p. %^ 

that 
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I 

that he Wrote his life with fome perfonal 
pjfejudice againft him ^^4 

Mr* Tycrs lays of Dr. Johnfon, that 
*^ he was fitted by nature for a critic ^'/' 
That he had great powers of difcrimina-^ 
tion, and c^ten difplayed great critical al»- 
iitieS) nSiuft be acktiowledgtd : but it is at 
the fame time true, that his criticifms were 
very far from bdng always jiift. It may^ p»- 
haps, be doubted, whether his various per- 
ioral and fyflematica! prejudices did not, in 
a confiderat^e degree^ dilqualif|r him, at leaft 
in many inftano^, for properly dilchargihg 
the office of a judicious And impartial Critic. 
His ^ecifions ieem to have been received 
/with too implicit a reverence by his friends 
and admirers. Whatever the conceptions 
of John(btt were, he could exprefi them 
with acuten^ land with vigour; and his 

'• Anecdotes, p. 261. 
y^ £jK»g^Ap)iia«l Sketch^ p. 41. 

criticifms 
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tfiticifiris were often rendered impoHahtj 
not by the juftnefe of the remarks which 
they cdntaihed, hut by the ftrength of the 
language ih which they were delivered; 
In hi& Lives of the Poets, he b^s not dond 
juAice tb the jiroduaioiis of Hammonpj 
of GAIr, or of Aslenside j and his rude and 
jarrogant icriticifnis on the fubliipe odes of 
Gray, can be perufed by a reader of true 
poetical tafte only with diigufti Nor dd 
Johnfon's remarks on Milton's LtciDAs 
do any honour to his critical abilities^ Few 
men of real taAe have beteh infenfible of 
its beauties ; and Dn JofepH Warton ob- 
fefvcs'% that is ^* Addi&n 6ys, that he 
*^ who (iefire^ to kriow whether he has a 
^^ tirue tafte for Hiftory or not, rfiould con- 
*> fider, whether he is pleafed with Livy's 
*^ manner of telling a ftoryj foj perhaps 

*^ In Mr. Thctaias Wsuton's Edition of Milton'i 
Poems, p, 34, 

YoL. IIL Cq ^< it 
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** it may be faid, that he who wiihes ta 
*^ know whether he has a true tafte for 
** Poetry or not, fhould confider, whether 
he is highly delighted or not with the 
perufal of Milton's Lycidaa." But Dr^ 
Johnfon is of fo different an opinion:, that, 
after a variety of ill-grounded ftridures oa 
this piece, he fays> ** Surely no man could 
*' have fancied that he read Lycidas with 
" pleafure, had he not known its au- 
^* thor^'/' ' 

He appears^ to have ha4 a very unrcafon- 
;able and ill-founded averfion to blank- verfe, 
and a great diflike to paftoral poetry. He 
had, indped, little tafte for rural fcenes ?* ; 
and when he travelled through France with 
Mr. Thrale, would not even look- out of 
the wirtdows of the carriage, to view the 
face of the country ^^ ; and feemed to think 

•* Life of Milton, p. 157* "* Vid. Bofwell, p. itg.. 
- ** Anecdotes, p. 99, 109^ 

the 
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the moft pleafing profpediis unworthy di 
his attention. Such a man, therefore^ 
cotfld not be expedefd to have a very high 
relilh for thofe poetical comp'ofitions, iii 
which the beauties of nature' afe defcribed; 
nor could it reafonably be dxpefted, that <jf 
fuch compofitions he wouH be a judicious 
and impartial critic. 

His life of Dr. WATts is written With 
great candour ; and, perhaps, he might be 
the more inclined to do juftice to that in- 
genious divine, though: a Diflenter, riot 
only from refpeft for his piety, but alfb 
fronf fbme grateful remembranrce of the 
affiftance which he had received from his 
works, in the compilation of his Dictionary. 
He has mai>y quotations from Watts,- and 
has incorporated into his Dictionary not a 
few of the definitions which occur in the 
Logic of that writer'. Mr; Courtehay, in 
the notes to his ^ Poetical Review of the 
Co z " literary 
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" literary and moral charaifter of Dr^ 
'* Johnfon," has given eight lines fropi 
Watts's poems, as a fiifficient fpecinien to 
enable the reader to judge of his poetical 
merit But furely to feledt a few of the 
worft lines of an author, who wrote fb 
piuch a$ Dr. Watts did, is not a very 
candid method of eftimating his merit^r 
If Mr. Gourtenay^ iaftead of the lines 
which he has fele£le4, ha4 . given Dr. 
Watts's ode to lady ^i>derland, its elegance 
and beauty would have been acl^nowledged 
J5y ev,ery reader of tajQre. 
. The life of Dr. Young, which is in- 
ferted among Dr. Johnfon*s hiografhicat 
prefaces^ vbut of which he was avowedly 
not the author, is not . favourably written. 
There is in it much ^eal for th^ hoiiour of 
pr. Young's fon, who appears, indeed, to 
have been injurioufly treated ; but tpo little 
regard for the honour of the fether.. Young 
\ . had 
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had great weaknefles ; but he had alfo coh-^ 
fiderable virtues, and great literary merits 
In the life, however, which is given of 
him in this colle£lion, his foibles are much 
more laborioufly difplayed than his excel- 
lencies. Young is, indeed^ juftly cenfured 
for the niany inftances of adulation which 
occur in his writipgs ; and his anxiety for 
preferment was unworthy of his chafaften 
But, in other refpefts, he is treated with 
too much feverity; and his great work, 
the Night Thoughts, furely deferved to 
ipokeri of in better terms than thofe of 
** the mournful, angry, gloomy Night 
" Thoughts ^♦Z* In jufVice to the writer 
of the life of Young, it fliould, however, 
be obferved, that in other places he ftiles the 
Night Thoughts " extraordinary poems," 
and ** ornaments to our language;*' and 
that in fome parts of this life the ftyle and 

^* Life of Young, p. 39. 

C c 3 manner 
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cafttiner of Johnfon are very happily imi-» 
jtate4. 

TUE pfinieipai faqlt of Johjifon, as a 
biographical writer, fcems to have been, 
too great a propenfity to introduce injurious 
reflexions againft men pf refpe^able cha- 
rafter, and to flate fads unfavourable to 
their n;^emory, on flight and infufficient 
grounds. Biographical writers in general 
are charged ^ith the conltrary fault, too 
great a partiality in favour pf the perfpn^ 
whofe lives they uncjertake to relate. Im-r 
partiality fliould certainly be airped at; 
and the truth fhould be given, when it 
can be obtained. But truth, at leaft the 
whole truth, is often not attainable ; and, 
in doubtful cafes, candour and equity feem 
to dictate, that it is beft to err on the fa- 
vourable fide. No benefit can be derived 
p the interefts either of virtue, or of 

learning, 
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learning, from injurious reprefentations of 
men eminent for genius and literature. 

Notwithstanding the errors, and 
inftances of partiality and mifreprefenti- 
tion, whicli occafionally occur in the Livte 
of the Poets, they contain fo many accu- 
rate and jufl dbfervations on human nature, 
fuch original and curious remarks on va- 
rious literary fubjefts, and abound with fb 
many beauties of ftylc, that they cannot 
be perufed by any reader of tafte without 
a great degree of pleafure* Befides their 
general merit as compofitions, they alio 
contaui many particular paflages of dif- 
tinguiflied excellence. The character of 
Gilbert Walmflpy, in the life of Edmund 
Smith, is finely drawn; the account, in the 
life of Addifbn, of the rife and progrefs of 
the Tatler, Spedlator, and Guardian, and 
of the efFefts produced by thofe admirable 
cffays on the manners; of the nation, is juft 
C c 4 and 
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find purious ; and ther^ arp many excellent 
pbferyations on the modes of ftudy, att4 
oh literary compofitipii. 

Besides the works already eniiraerated. 
Dr. Johnfon was alfo th6 author of many 
firiall pieces, fotne of which were re-printed 
in Ddvies's colle6tion of *^ Mifcellaneous 
^* and Fugitive pieces.'? Among thefe are 
tiis preface to the Preceptor, and the liySs 
of Roger Aicham, P^ter Burtnan, and fii: 
Thomas Browne. The yifion bf Theodora, 
^he hermit of TeperifFe, which was firft 
publifhed in the Preceptor, and which is 
alio preferved in this coUe^iop, is a beau- 
tiful and inftruftiye allegory. Indeed, all 
thefe pieces haye confiderable merit; an4 
hi§ Latin compofitioris, which have apr 
pcared in different publications^ are elegant 
and claffical. 

His " Review of Dr. BMckweirs Mer 
f * mpirs of the Court of Auguftus," which 

is 
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is printed in Davies's collection, is written 
with great afperity. Blackwell's ftyle, 
was, incjeed, in Ibme refpedls, liable to 
juft exceptions; but it feems fufficiently 
evident, that the high fentiments of liberty, 
which are difplayed in Blackwell's book. 
Was ^ principal caufe of the extreme feve- 
rity with which Johnfon treated him. 
The " Differtation on the Epitaphs of 
*' Pope/* contains many juft obfervations; 
but few compofitions of this kind will 
ftand the teft of fo rigorous a mode of 
criticifm. 

It has been lately obferved, by Mr. 
Courtenay^% that ** the papers in the 
^* Adventurer, figned with the letter T, 
^' are commonly attributed to one of Dr. 
** Johnfon's earlieft and moft intimate 
^* friends. Dr. Bathurft ; but there is 

*' Literary and Moral Charadler of Dr. Johnfon, 

P? 20. 

" good 
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<^ good reafbn to believe that they were 
** written by Dr. Johnfon, and given by 
*^ him to his friend ^^/' And, indeed, 
fome of the papers in the Adventurer, 
marked T, contain fuch ftrong internal 
evidence qf their being the produftions of 
Johnfon, particularly numbers 45, 58, 69, 
74,84,85,95, 99, 102, 108, 111,115, 
119, 128, 131, 137, and 138, that I 
have not the leaft doiibt but that they were 
really written by him '^ ; and they have 

•• Mr. Courtenay, however, adds, that " at that 
** time Dr. Johnfon was himfelf engaged in writing 
** die Rambler, and could ill aiFord to make a 
<' prefent of his labours." But in this particular this 
ingenious writer is miftaken. The Advewtprer 
was not publifhed till fome time after a period was 
put to the publication of the Rambler in numbers. 

•^ Since this Eflay was firft publiflied, it has been 
afcertained, by Mr. Bofwell, that the Adventurers, 
marked T, were really written by Dr. Johnfon ; or 
at leaft dilated by him. 

always 
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jalways appeared to me to be Ibme of the 
beft effays in this valuable coUedtion. 

Dr. Johnfbn has been reprefented as a 
man of little f eadihg* Had this been true, 
the obfervation of Churchill would have 
been juft, that ** he could not have been 
** the author of the works which are at- 
*f tributed to him/' Mr. Tyers, to whom 
he was well known, fays, that " he knew 
*^ all that books could teU him "." This 
is a ftrong expreffion; but it is manifeft 
from his writings, that his reading muft 
have been extenfive. The fame gentleman 
alfo fays, that " with French authors he 
" was familiar *';" and Mrs. Piozzi re- 
marks, that *f he was a great reader of 
f' French literature 5°." We learn like- 
wife from that lady, that in the latter part 
of his life, when he probably read lefs 



f' Biographical Sketch, p. 25. •* Ibid. 

^ Anecdotes, p. 283. 
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than in his earlier years, reading in bed 
*« was his conftant cuftom^'*" He feems 
fbmetimes to have ipoken in low terms of 
his own acquifitiofts, from his high ideas 
of the powers of the human mind, and of 
the great intelledual attainments that might 
be made by induftry and perfeverance* 

The particulars that are related, with 
ttfpcdt to the celerity with which he com-* 
pofed his pieces, feem hardly credible. 
They appear, however^ to be well atteft- 
ed '• ; and, if they are only nearly true^ 
they imply an energy of mind, and a ra- 
pidity of compofition, that are very extra- 
ordinary and uncommon. 

Instances of confiderable inconfift- 
ency were fbmetimes difcoverable in Dr. 
Johnfon's conveffation, and in his writings. 

^* Ibid. p. t37. 
•* Vid» Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 4.1,48, 201. Bof- 
well's Tour, p. 65. Tycrs's Biographical Sketch, p. 27. 

In 
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in lypiidon, he was an advocate for treat* 
ing children with great indulgence '^ ; and 
in Scotland, he contended for treating tbf»» 
with feverity^^ He tnaintaii;iftd in con- 
ver&tioii one day^ that no ^iid was better 
ihzn atK>ther, but by di^'erence <>f inftfue^ 
t?on ; ^ jtwfl d*yis aftpr, tl^at ^* wp iti- 
V k^rlt 4ifp©fitWi>5 froiyi opr par^ni? 9^•• 
Jn hjs life <)f Pope, 4>?!?i^g;of l^s prmte 
edition of fiojingbroke's Fatript King, .he 
jQJofeijves ia one {^ce# rth*E ^^ Warbijrtttti 
. *^ fiiippo^, with gre^':^e«:an6f^ ©f »a- 
*^ fon, daatJthe irrcgukrityof M$ condu^ 
^^i proceeded wiially from his z^iJ for Bo- 
*^ lingbroke'^, who might perhaps have 
^' deftroyed the pamphlet, which R^pe 
^* thought it his duty to preferve,. eten 

J' Piozzi, p. 21, 22. ^ Bofwell, p, 103. 

»» Ibid. p. 258. 
•• This appears to have been the real motive of 
f^ope's coftdu6l in this tjfanfaftion. 

^' without 
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** without its author's approbation '^ i*^ 
ind ill another place he fays, that Pope's 
private impreffion of BoHngbroke's work 
'* muft have proceeded from his general 
•• habit of fecrecy and cunning; he caught 
** an opportunity of a fly trick, and pleafed 
*^ himfelf with the thought of outwitting 
•* Bolingbroke ''/* In his life of Milton, 
he treats with great ridicule the i<Jea, that 
fome feafons of the year arc liiore favour-, 
able to compofition than others ^^; and 
yet it is oWervacble, that he fays in his 
Meditations, * Between Eiafter and Whit- 
*. funtide^ having always considersd 

* THAT TIME AS PROPITIOUS TO STUDY, 

* I attempted to leam the Low Dutch 

* language **'^' 

It is a circumftance fomewhat Angular, 
that George Psalmanazar, many years 

»' Life of Pope, p, 219. •» Ibid- p. 230. 

•» P, 102, 103, 105. »<«> p. 123. 

of 
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cf whofe life were paffed in a courfe ctf 
deceit and impofture, fhould have been 
Ipoken of by. Dr. Jc^nlbn as *^ the beft 
" man he had ever known '*''." But that 
this was. his. real fentirdent, appears not 
only from the teftimony of Mrs. Piozzi^ 
but alfo from his Meditations*^*. Pfal* 
manazar was, indeed, evidently a real peni- 
tent ; and many of the latter years of his 
life appear to have been paffed in a very 
confcientious adherence- to the rules' of 
jHety and virtue. 

It is related by Mr. Bofwell, that Dr. 
Johnfon once faid, that " he believed 
^* hardly any man died without affcfta- 
^* tion '°^'* When he made this declara- 
tion, he feems to have beeo influenced by 
his own habitual dread of deaths which 
was certainly beyond what men ordinarily 

■®« Anecdotes, p. 173. «•» p^ ^6, 

' Tour to the Hebrides, p. 500. 

experi- 
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^xperiejice^ There cap h^ no rpaiS^f^ble 
doubts but that men of gre^t and nobl^ 
minds have often diied, feven on public 
fcaBTolds, and efpecially in .cauies of the 
juftice of which they were fully per.- 
^aded, With Hrmnefs, and even with chear^- 
fiihiefsy without a^edatioh. It is dif- 
honourable to humaii natune, ahd injyripy^ 
to ibme of the mofl: iliuftrious cbar^6;er$ 
that ever exifte4> to fuppofe otherwiigi* 

Ii^ recording Dxi Johnibn's &at^QfIU$ 
concerning Mr. Hume, of whoiQ he ha^ 
formed a very ill opinion, Mr. Bofwell 
has made fome juft animadverfions on ibfi 
€^ara£ler given of that celebrated writer 
by Dr. Adam Smith '**'*. It is furely extra- 
ordinary that Mr. Hume fhould be repxe- 
iented ^^ as approaching as Hi^rly to the 
«^ idea of a perfedly wife and virtuous man 
" as perhaps the nature of human fraiJity 

"♦ Tour, p. 21, 32, 23. 

« will 
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** will permit.*^ In fupjport of this high 
encomium, no propier evidence has ever 
been produced by Dr. Smith, nor by aiiy 
other of Mn Hume's friends and admirers. 
He ifiight be a man of polite manners, a 
chearful and agreeable companion^ h6 
equitable in his dealings with others, and 
occafionally charitable to the poor; he 
might view the approach of death with 
compofure and tranquility ; he might be 
pofleiTed of all the virtues that his friends 
attribute to him ; s^id yet be very far in-^ 
ferior to many characters, which have ap-^ 
peared among the profefTors of Chriftianity. 
Nor is there the lead reafohable doubt but 
that this was really the cafe^ Many men 
have been foUnd among Chriftians, as mucbr 
fuperibr to Mr. Hume in virtue, as in re^i- 
tude of f&ntimient« Of Mr. Hume*s for- 
titude in adverfity, of great generofity dif- 
played by him, tir of any uncommon be- 
VoL, IIL D d ncvo- 
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itevolehce, no inftanc^ are recorded: hut 
thefe virtues have been eminently and 
iiluftrioufly confpicuoUs m many Chrifliau 
chara6:fers. If the character of ©avkd 
Hume be compared with 'that of Bbrnab!© 
Gilpin, a country clergyman, dr with 
that of TnojiiAs FikMi^j a ti?adcih]yan fii 
London^ but both a^og unddr the in^* 
fluence of the great trudis of Chrxftiamty^ 
the if riking inferibri^ of this celehntfed 
iceptic will he. apparent to every dtnpartial 
man. T^ieienoenwerb iiot merely of ^gentk ^ 
and inoffenfiye manndrs^.and of ftinaild and 
placid deportment;; but lih^y were dcf- 
tinguifhed by adive and exemplaiijr virtue^ 
their minds were ardently engaged in ^he 
promotion of the h^ppine^ of their -^lidw 
creatures, and in fb^ir labour^ for this puf- 
pofe they were indefatig^te. But thefe 
men were form^fl by the fublime views of 

Chriftianity; 
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Chriftianity ; iand fuch inett wer^ ItcVct 
|>roduced by fcepticifm or infidelity. 

Having made this digreffion, Ifhall 
again return to Dn Johnfon, who ia the 
prihdpal ful^cift of the prefent Efl&y. 

He could not ehdiire €veti a tolerabk 
degree tif moderation in a writer, when 
pfiditieal charaQcrs or topics were the fub- 
je& of difcuflion. He fpoke of Mf* 
Giianger in 2i>ufive termk to Mr» Bofwell, 
as being a Whig *°^ ; though the feft was^ 
that if Mn Granger, with whom I was 
jperfi>naily acquainted, had anypoUticalpre- 
jsulioos^ they were rather on the Toiy fide* 
But Mn Granger was a very amiable man, 
and poffeffed much candour and ingenuouC- 
nefe o( difpofition. He was, therefore, 
incUned to do juftice to thofe who differed 
from him, either in politics or in religion ; 
and this moderation led him to Ipeak well 

*•' Tour to the Hebrides, p. 3^2• 
P d a of 
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^f refpedlable charaftcrs of different fefts 
and parties. It was this impartiality which 
gave offence to Dr. Johnfbn. 

The ftyle of Johnfbn appeared fuited to 
his peculiar charader, and mode of think** 
iiig. It feeins too learned for common 
readers; and, on the firft publication of 
. his Rambl^rs^ many complaints were made 
of the frequent recurrence of hard words 
In thofe efl&ys. It was with a view to this 
accuiation againft him, that he wrote that 
eflay in the Idler, which contains a defence 
of the ufe of hard words, and in which 
lie remarks, that ^^ every author does not 
*^ write for every reader/* He was not 
ambitious of ilUterate readers, and was 
willing to refign them to thofe writers 
whofe produdions were better adapted to 
their capacities. ** Difference of* thoughts/* 
fays he, ^* will produce differencQ, of 
^ language. He that thinks with more 

*• extent 
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'♦ extent than another will want words of 
** larger meaning. He that thinks with 
^* more fubtilty will feek for terms of more 
'^ iiice difcrimination/' It is certain^ that 
pafTages fometimes occur in his writings, 
which are not very intelligible to ordinary 
readers. Thus, in the preface to his Dic- 
tionary, he puts the following queftion: 
** When the radical idea branches out into 
** parallel ramifications, how can a confc- 
'* cutive fcries be formed of fcnfes in their 
*^ nature collateral ?'' 

He was pccafionally fond of antithefis ' 
and of alliteration ; and his periods are 
ibmotimes too artificial, and his phrafes 
too remote from the ordinary idiom of our 
language. But notwithftanding the pecut 
liarity of his ftyle, he has feldom made ufe 
of words not to be found in preceding 
writers. ** When common words,*^ lays 
he, " were leis pleafing to the ear, or lefs 
D d 3 '^ diftinft 
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^f difliad in their fignificaUoQ, I have fa<e 
*♦ ipiliarisjed the terms of philofophy by- 
applying theiQ to known objcfts and 
popular ideas ; bvtt have rarely admitted 
any word not ^vithorized by formcc 
f' writers/' He conficjered hirpfelf as 
having contributed to the improven\ent of 
the Englifli language* He fays in his laft 
Ranabler, *^ I have laboured to refine our 
f* language to gramnaatical purity^ and 
*y to clear it fron> colloquial barbarifms, 
*^ licentious idioms, and irregular combi- 
V nations. Something, perhaps, I have 
" added to the elegance of its conftriidioni^ * 
♦'and fomething to the harmony of its 
*« cadence.'* Whatever may be the faults 
of his ftyle, it has certainly great ftrei^h 
and great dignity, and his periods are often 
highly poliflied ; and, perhaps, it would 
l)e difficult to point out any of his con* 

tempos 
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temporaries^ by whom the £ng]ifh language 
was written with equal energy* 

When the great intelle&ual powers that 
Dr. Johnibn poiiefred are confidered, and 
the rapidity with which he finifhed his 
compofitions^ when he could prevail on 
himfelf to fit down to^ write, little doubt 
can be entertained, but that he might have 
produced much more than he did : and it 
was probably this confeioufhefs that occa- 
fibned his frequent fel^reproaches. The 
works, however, that he did produce^, 
were very confiderable, and fuch as will 
undoubtedly iecure to him a great and. lail:- 
ing reputation. 

In June, 1783, he had a paralytic 
ftroke, which deprived him for a confiderable 
time of his Ipeech; but he afterwards 
completely recovered. -He was, however^ 
towards the clofe of his life, attacked by 
the gout, and by a dropfy. He died on 
D d 4 the 
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the 13th of December, 1784, in thcr 
ievetity-fifth year of his age. He was 
interred in WeftmiBfter-abbey, md a mo- 
nument has (ince been ereded to hi$ mc? 
mory in St, Psml's cathedral. 

With t flight Iketch of ibme of the 
principal features of his charaSer, I fliaH 
conclude this Eflay. 

He poffeffed e?ttraordinary powers of 
ynderftanding, which were much culti- 
vated by ftudy, and ftill more by medita- 
tion aijd refleftipn. His memory was re- 
markably retentive, his imagination un- 
commonly vigorous, and his judgment 
keen and penetrating. He had ^ ikr^ng 
fenfe of the importance of religion ; his 
piety ^as fincere, and fometipifs ardent; 
and his zeal for the intercfts of virtvie was 
often manifefted in his converfation ^nd in 
his writings. The fame energy, which 

was 
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was difplayed in his literary produdionsy 
was exhibited alio in his conver&tion, 
which was various^ ftriking, and inftruc**^ 
tive ; and, perhaps, no man ever equalled 
him for nervous and pointed repartees. 

The great originality which fometimes 
appeared in his conceptions, and the per- 
ipicuity and force with which he delivered 
them, greatly enhanced the value of his 
convedation ; and the remarks that he de- 
livered received additional weight from, the 
ftrength of his voice, and the folenmity 
of his manner. He was confcious of his 
own fliperiority; and, when in company 
syith literary men, or with thofe with 
jyhom thpjre was any poffibility of rivallhip 
or competition, this confcioufheis was too 
apparent, \yith inferiors, and thofe who 
r^dily admitted all his claims, he was 
often mild and gentle ; but to others, fuch 
^a$ often the arrogance of bis manners, 

that 
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Ihatdie endurance of it required no ordi- 
mry degree of patience. He was very 
dextrous at arrgumentation ; and, when his 
feafonings were not folid, they were at leaff 
artful' and plaufible. His retorts were fo 
pdwerfuly that his friends and acquaintance 
wwfc generally cautious of entering tho 
lifts- againft him ; and the ready acquidt* 
cence, of thofe with whom he afibciated, 
in bis <^niens atid afSk'tions, probably 
rendered bint more dogmatic than he might 
otherwife have been. With thbfe, how- 
ever, whom he loved, and with whom he 
\^a8 familiar, he was ibmetimes chearful 
and fprightly, and fometimes indulged 
himfelf in failles of' wit and plealantryi 
He fpent much of his time, efpecially in 
hfe litter years, in converlation ; and (oem$ 
to have had fucb an averfirai to being I^ 
withoul: company, as was femewhat ex» 
traordinary in a man ppflfeiled of iiich in- 

tellefhial 
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telledual powers, a.nd whofe unisrftanding 
hs4 been f<y highly cultivated* 

He ibmetitnes difcovered much impetu«» 
ofity ^d irdtability of temper, and was 
too ready to take ofience at others; but 
when conceffions were rnade^ he was eafily 
appealed. For tho& from whom he had 
recfdved kindnei^ in the earlier pjurt of his 
life, he feemed ever to retain a particul^. 
regard, and manifbfted much gratitude to* 
wards thofe by whom he had at any time 
been benefited. He was ibon QfTendedr 
with pertnefe, or ignorance : but he ibme- 
times feemed to be confcious of having 
anfwcrcdthe queftioas of oth^s with too 
much roughness; and wa3 then deiirous to 
difcover more gentlenefs of temper, and 
to communicate information with moro^ 
iiiavity of manners '^'^ When not under 
the influence of^ perfonal pique, of pride, 

**• Vid, Pf09»i'8 Anecdotes, p. ^, 97. 

or 
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or of rejigibus or political prejudices^ hcf 
feems to have had great ardour of benevo- 
lence ; and, on forac occaiions, he gave very 
(ignal proofs of generofity and humanity. 

He- was naturally melancholy^ and his 
views of human life appear to have been 
habitually gloomy. This appears in his 
Rasselas, and in many paffages of his 
writings. It was alfo a ftriking part of 
the charafter of Dr, Johnfon, that with 
powers of mind that did honour to human 
nature, he had weakneffes and prejudices 
that fcemed fuited only to the loweft of 
the {pecies. His piety was ftrongly tinctured 
with fuperftition ; and we are aftoniflied • 
to find the author of the Rambler expre{^ 
fing ferious concern, becaule he had put 
milk into his tea on a Good FViday '°^ 
His cuftom of praying for the dead, though 
unfupported by reafon or by fcripture^ was 

*^ Meditations, p. 140. 

a lefs 
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a leis irratidnal fuperftition. Indeed^ one 
of the great features of Johnfon's charaftcr^ 
was a degree of bigotry, both in. politics 
and in religion^ which is now ieldom to 
be met with in perfons of a cultivated un« 
derftanding« Few other men could have 
been found, in the prelent age, whofe po- 
litical bigotry would have led them to ftyle 
the celebrated John Hambden " the 
" zealot of rebellion *^' ; and the reli* 
gious bigotry qf the ma]n, who, when at 
Edinbttrgh, would not go to hear Dr« 
Robertfon preach, becaufe he would not 
be preient at a Preibyterian aiTembly, is 
not eafily to be paralleled in this age, and 
in this country. Hia habitual incredulity 
with refpeft to fads, of which there was 
jiQ reasonable ground for doubt, as ftated 
by Mr9. Piozzi '"*% and which was re- 

••• Life of Waller, p. %. 
'•• Anecdotes, p* i^o. 

marked 
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markbd by Hogarth '""^ was alfo a £xigular 
trait in his charadjer ; mid efpedally whea 
cbiitraAed with his fuperiOitious credulity 
on other occafions.; To the clofb of life, 
he waa niiot evly occupied in f^rmii^ 
ickcrtms 'of religious rjrfarmation^ but ibveh 
to a V6TJ late period of it^ he ifeetxis tn 
hare been ibiicitous iA apply hinoifdlf lii^ 
ftudy with renewed diligence and vigouh 
It b remarkable, that, in his fixty-^fburth 
y«af , he attempted to learn the Lqi^ Dutoh 
language"'; and, in his fixty-fetintk 
year, he made a relblution to apply him« 
felf *^ vigoroufly to ihufy^, particularly rf , 
" the Grcdc and Italian tongues "*/^ 

The .&ult8 and the foibles of JouvsoVf 
whatever they weW, arc now defcended 
with him to the grave; but his virtues 
fhouki be the objefl of our imitation. H» 

"• Ibid. p. 137. *'* Meditations, p. 123. 

"• Ibid. p. 145. 

worksy 
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works, with all their defeflis; are a moft 
valuable and important acceiiion to the lite- 



rature of England. His political writings 
will probably be little read, on any other 
account than for the dignity and energy of 
his ftyle; but his Didionary, his moral 
efl&ys^ and his produflions in polite litera- 
ture, will convey ufeful inftruflion, and 
elegant entertainment, as long as the lan- 
guage in which they are written fliall be 
underftood ; and give him a juft claim to a 
diftinguifhed rank among the beft and ablefl; 
writers that England has produced. 
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ccrning Dr. Johnfon, til. 3^5^319, 320, 328^ 

347. he accompanies Hiiil tdthe Hebrides, 357, 

hi« account of that jouri^ey; 3^87 

BUCHANAN^^ 
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BtrCHANAN, George, his ideas of the neceflity of 
limiting regal prerogative by law, I. 125, 126. 

Bulled, Sir Francis, One of the Judges of the Court 
of King's Bench, the modefty exhibited by him in 
a Libel Caufe, when fitting as a (ingle judge at Nifi 
Prius, II. 132. ' 

Burke, Edmund, remarks on his Reflexions on the 
Revolution in France, IIL 73. his mifreprefenta- 
tion's of the nature and proceedings of the Society^ 
for Conftitutional Information, 75, 76. his reve- 
rence for Chivalry, 99, loi. his extraordinary re- 
prefentations of the fuppofed confequences .of the 
French revolution, 127, 128. his ill founded ftate- 
ments of the circumftances which attended the 
£nglifh revolution, 139—154. his myfterious re- 
prefentation of the Mature of government,' 163. 
his ideas of kings and courts, 212, 213. farther 
extra&s frojB his fpeeches and writings, 233, 234.* 

Charles I. oblerv^tions concerning the tranfeSions of 
his reign, 1. 344, 3451 346, 347. 11. 183—199* 
IIL 351, 372. the Earl of Sttrafford's letters to 
him, I. 374—381- 

Charles JI. the criminality of his condu£t palliated by 
Hume, I. 396 — ^403. 

Christianity, the principles of it not favourable 
to a defpolic government, I. 116, 117. its doftrincs 
will admit the fuUeft and freed inveftigation, II. 
334- its general tendency, 347, 348, 386, 387, 

4V>* 

E e 2 Civil 
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Civil Covcrtiriicnt, Mr. Locke's ftatemcnt of iis 

niinrCf I. 40, 41. ' 
tivil Liberty, Mr. Locke's definition of it, L 43^ 

44. 

Coke, Sir £dwari>, his aircount of the origin of 
the ftate of villenage, I* 77. ferther extrafls from 
him, L 175, 254; IL 86, 87. obfervatlons on his 
charaftcf, IL 91, 92. 

Corke, Earl of, hh evidence againft the Earl of 
Strafford at his trial, L 360, 361^ 362. 

Corruption of Parliament, by the executive power, 
the iniquity of it, L 133, 134, I35» 

Creeds and Articles of Faith,, unfavourable to the 
promotion of truths and to the interefts of genuine 
Chriftianity^ IL 3a7, 328* 

Crown Lawyers,, their dexterity in prevailing oa 
Juries to fubmit to a diminution of their power and 
import^ce, IL to. the doSrines laid down by 
them, in Libel cau(es,.inconfiflient with the principles 
of freedom^ and obtruded as law without any legi- 
timate on^Tif, 98, 99, 100. 

Crown and Anchor Afibdation, origin of that fociety, 
IIL 250* remarks on its proceedings and publica-' 
tions, 253-^297. 

a 

Dalrvmple, Sir John, remarks oh thd charges- 
brought by him againft Lord William Ruffel and 
Algernon Sydney, IL 2i5-«-27t. 

Oelariier, Lord, remarks relative to his political 
condud and character, IL 260, 261. 

De Foe, 
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Ds F0B9 Daniel, tried for ihp publicatic^ of, 9 
libel, 11. X05. his cl^nideri ZPS^ 106. 



Ecclefiaftical Eftabliibments, Mr. Hume's hypfodieils 
cdriceming them, I. 330, 331, 332. 

Elizabeth, Queen, Mr. Hume'^ errqneous ftatements 
of the ideas concerning goiwrnmient preyalpnt in. the 
reign pf that princefs, I..3p6-r-3ia. 

Elliot, Sir John, hjs cha^^ifter, II. 256, 257. 

Erskine, Thomas, defends the caure of the dean 
of St. Afaph, and that of John Stockdale, with great 
fpirit and ability, II. 131, 132, 146, 147. fup- 
ports Mr. Fox's Libel Bill, 167. 

Equality, do£bine of, Mr. Locke's remarlcs on that 
fubjeS^ I. 92, 93* obfervations relative to it by 
the Duke of Richmond, III. 203, 204. and t^ 
the Bifliop of Landaff, 203* 

Eflablifhed governments, not in danger of being over- 
turned merdy from fpeculative opinions, I. 48. 

Excife, pernicious tepdency of that mode of taxation^ 
111*17, 18, If, 

F. 

Filmer, Sir RcAert, his mifreprcfentations of the 
principles of liberty fimilar to thofe of Dean Tucker, 

J- 43^ r * 

Fleming, Dr. his chata(6ter,^II. 427—430. 

. Fortefcue, Sir John, his account of the general ftate 

and condition of the inhabitants of England in his 

' time, I. 78, 79, 80. 

E e 3 Fox 
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J?ox, Charles James, brings iti a bill for rei 
moving doubts refpefting the ftinftions of Juries; 
in cafes of Libel, II. i66, 167. 

France, ftate of that kingdom, and its inhabitants, 
' before the late Revolution, III. 109, no. 

Freedom of tjie FRESfSi its importance, II. ,4, 
164. III. 94, 193, 194, a6i. 

French principles, from whence fome of the prin- 
ciples, which have hcon fo denominated, derivedj 
tb^ir^origin, IH. 205, 206, 207, 208. 

Garraway, Sir Henry^: .lord* mayor of J-jOfidoo, his 
evidence againfl; the Earl.of Strafford, X.< .368. - 

George II. the king of . Pruffia's ftatem/ent of thp 
principles on whichhcigoverned England, III, 39. 

Geoige III. the greaf increafe, in his reigq, of the 
Excife,'III. 17. and pf the Peerage, 66. the lofs, 
during the farap perio4>.of the American colonies, 

Gertnaa alliances, . natucally adapted t6 involve Grcj^t 

Britain in unneceffary and deftru£^ive cofi^inental 

wars. III. 33, 34, 35> 36. 
Gordon, Thomas, his obfervation on the connexion 

between the. freedom of fpeech and the fecurity ^f 

property. III. 261^ 262. 
(jourville, Monf. his obfervation refpefting the 

kings,pf Engl^n4,j II{. i6j[, 16^., . 

Palje, Sir Matthew, extracts fronq hiip, IL 18, 
?4i 2^1 »6, ' / 

Hamiltoa 
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t^iftiltc»> Ai¥b*cw^ his able defcHce of Jo^n Peter 

\Zcnger, IL 124* 
Hampden, John, Mr. Hume's injurious reprefeu- 

tation of hi$ charafier, I. 352, 353, 354. 
Hawlcs, Sir John, his oWervations concerning the 

power of Juries, H. 19, 20, 21, 22. ' • ? 
Henry VII. his charadlier andcondufl, I. 297, 298. 
Hairy VIII. ofofervations relative to his charader and 

admihiftration, I. 298^ .299. affumesan appearance 

of humility in one of hisfpeeches to the parliament, 

303* 304- . . ; 

Holland, impiopriety and injuftice of the Britifli ad- 
' miniflration; uniting Wjth Pruffia, to interfere in tjie 
difputes between that r^ublic and the ftadtholder, 
111.46— 5.0, 

HoRNE, John, tried in the court of King's Bench 
for the publication of twp libels, II, 107, 10?, 
X.09. bis ablp and fpirited, defence, 110, 11:^. . 

Hume, David, r^qaark^ on l^s IJiftory of jEngland, 
I* 237, 238. afFefts Angularity of fentimeht, 239. 
wrote under the influence of prejudice, 240. fuper- 
flcially acquainted with the earlier, periods of the 
Britifli hiftory, 243. takes pleafure in degrading the 
jaational charafter of the inhabitants qf England, 
244, 245. was inclined to reprefent the government 
of England as in ^n high d^rce arbitrary, in the, 
periods preceding the accefliop of the houfe of 
Stuart, from his deOfp pf vindicating, or extenu- 
ating, the tyranny ijf that fj^mily, 246. his mifre-' 
prefcntation of the fentiments of the nation refpeft- 
?ng goyprnme^t ip the reign of <jueen Elizabeth, 
E e 4 306^ 
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306, 307, 308. his injurious aocount of Ae firfl* 
rcfonnersj 317* and of John Hampden, 3^1, 353. 
his partial account of the chara6ler> conduS; and 
trial of ihe Earl of Straflford, 355—381. his palK- 
ation of the moft GenfuraUe anions df AvchUfhop 
Laud, 382. and cf ^ .^eral admiiiiftvatioii pf 
Charles I. 387*-<"392« other inftanceis of liis pa]?« 
tiality, 397> 401^ 403. labours to lefien tkef lepi^ . 
tation of fome of the moflr ceUbrated Eiigliih 
writers, 407 — ^417* general yetoafkf on his cha- 
rader as an hiftorian, 421 — ^^26. 

Hurdy Biihop, his obferyations op th^ iHiture of tb«^ 
Engliih government, after the aoeoiffion ^ WUliaoi 
the Norman, I. 255, 25^. 

Hyde, Edward, afterwards Eart of Ckirendon, his 
fpeech againfl the arbitrary proceedings of the court 
and council of the North, I. 358, 359. ^lis^account 
of the infamous condu& of the judges in tl^e cai^ 
of Ship Money, 11. 67, 68, 69. '^^ 

I. 

Jaipcs. I, Hume's (latemcnt of the fblicity ©f his reign, 

I. 339r 

Imprefling Seamen, remarks relative to that praftice, 
I. 99, 91, III. 3o> 3i> 3^> 33- 

Johnson, Samuel, Chaplain to Lord Rufiel, his 
charafter, II. 262^ 263. 

JoHMSON, Dr. Samuel, remarks on feyeral of his 
political trads, I, 151—209. the language em- 
ployed by him, in fpeaking of thofe whofe political 
opinions were diiFerent from his own, 157, 158, 

' ■• ■■ ■ 163, 
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162, 163. €ftimate of his charader^ II]r, 302, 
303, 307, 308, 309, &c." particulars of his early 
li&t 3^ 330^ f^onntaf^ios-Barlier piildic^tioiiv 
323, 324, &c. publiihes his Rao|bI^, 2^t^i::and 
Ms Di^iohaiy, 335^ olifcrvatiana oa Ihm&.of^kia- 
other works, 343<^3S6. he vifits tl^e Hehvidef,;in 
company ^th Mr. Bofwell^ 357. his deaths .42^, 
£irther ohfervations on his €hata£ler, 424»f-«439^ t 

^OHES, Sir William^ a poU^oal^&doguc lorrittfn 
by him made the fubjeft of^aKSofecutiohfl:!!. 
128, 1 29« remarks relative tahiaohara6ber, <39trr: 
140. • • •- 

Jortin^ Dr. his obfervation ^Eonceming the Liturgy 
and Articles of the Chuieh of England, IL 299. 

Irene, tragedy of, by Johnfon, obfervations concern^ 
ing it. III. 328, 3;t9, 33b- 

Itoly, AlgerD(Wi:%(toey'«:nJiM:effiirt|t^<?^^ ^^ 
• ferent ftatcs of it when poffeffed of fre^omj^ ^yad 
Tvh^n ui>4^r ih^ prpff;nt ^rbli^ary ipo^^^ojf .goycra-i 

Judges, lord Strafford recommends feafonable rewafds 

to be givM tb^fflj % OGca|ipi«4 ftrvi^es tp thci 

crown, 1. 376. - . ^ 

Judges, i^qwks Oift tjteir an%efs t^ fev^n. qHfift|0?S: 

r put \o th^fn by the hciiife qf pew, Gon^efjii^ t^e 

/fun^ions^f ji^rifis, an^ ftifr 1^^ of Lribels, |I. 169. 

J^jlYii^N, Jh^y: kpowledge qf tWr rights an4 tkfir 

duty, ^ thpiy 6rBWffcft m m^\j;^\mmg t^if . pfi- 
vUegw,. <rf' fjtm mpoxt^jem i9 the ii^t^rcfts pf 
pAMs imi^oa^ llf Sp^ 8f x^i 4A 4Ij i^i- 
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Kcacby Benjanun/ accooht of the profccutbn againil 

'liim,:II. 95> g6. : , . , 

Kciiyoiiy Lloyd, Chief Jufiice of Cfaefter,^ his ob- 

rJervations refpeding the appointment of Sir WiU 

.jisan Jones to be one of the judges in Bengal^ II. 

I37v X3& when railed to the peeiage^ and diief 
rijdiice of the King's benchp oppofe^ Mr. Fox*ft 
.ILih^l billy 1679 i7o« 
KtiS^; their perfonal interefts not- to be preferred .to 

the welfare of nations, !• 109. the adulation, with 

which they a|t^. frequently .treated* 4ifgni9cA^ to 

human )iature» III* IQO^ loj. . . 

h. ' ^' . [ 
ttt^bert, John, foftie account of him, I. 325, 32^, 

^333i 335- ' ' ' ' ; 

tcgiflativeipoweri the nature of it, and the dutks of 
thofe by whom it is exercifed, I. 129, 13©, 131^ 

^-132. • * -- ''•■^" '- ' - • • ■' • ': 

LiBFLs, do£lriries cbnceming them laid down by 

various law writers, II. 83 — 91. 
LtBEts, the Extraordinary doArines laid down by". 
■ crown lawyers refpefling^the province of jurites, in 
•'trrak^fbr writing or printing publications fo termed, 
li: 9, 10, 55, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, the abJ^! 
-fiirdity of fome of Aefe dodrines, 49, *5o> 5^.' 
itBERTYv the jircV&lenCe of itis principle eflential to 
the gloiy and to the pro%eriiy of Great Briea^i^ 
ill. 297, 298. 

JLrilburne^ 
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Lilbume/ Johh, particulars fek^ve to bis tidat; II. 

Literature^ too highly taxed in England^ III^ .70^ , ". * 

Locket, JoHN^ his political principles ihij&ep^reiieoted 
by Dean Tucker, I. 9. his principles vindicated, 
II. his definition of liberty, 43, 44. his account 
of the origin of civil government, 66, 67. the 
defign and tendency of his Treatife on Goverh-- 
ijient, 121— 140. his charafter, 141, 142. * 

London, eleSions for members of parliament in' that 
city attended with lefs "diforder than many country 
eleftions, I. 29, 30. 

Luther, Martin, his condudt in the promotion of the 
Reformation mifrepreferited by Hume, L 316. 

JLyttehoB, J^ord,. bis obfervations relative to the 
antient govcmmient; of the Britons, !• 250, 251. 

M. ' ^ 

Magna Charta, obfervatibns relative to it, L 267, 

5168, J2t75,_. . J ' 

I^IansfieW, i^rl p|*, chief Juftice of the King's Bench, 

his partiality in caules between the crown and the 

fybjeft, IL 172. 
Milton^ vindicated froni the attacks made, againft 

him by Mr. Hume, I. 416, 417. and by Dr. 

Johnfon, IIL 361— -3I85. 
Morality, the .promotion of the graSice of it one 
, great defign oif Chriftianity, IL 34o,"34i', 343, 

347»:348f &c. \ ,. 

^urpl^y, Mr. remarks on his Eflay on the Liife and 

Genius of Dr. Johnfon, III. 348, 349,^350, 351. 
j^yrray, Alexander, particulars relative to the profe- 

cutioQ 



INDEX, 

ituticm.fQf tbf i^uUIcittioii of his.App^ ^ Acr 
people of Great Britain, IL 140 — 146. 
Myftei^y in Uw» qot introduced into it with any good 
' ^ie«% oi for anj goo4 puvpoft^ IL 52^ 53* 

'.. ..•.-.• K. 

l?fi^-»^P^a the Hnc^Rng l^l^pur, a^tcfition, ?ind 
vigilance, reqiiire(| pf them by the Cfoyrp ;^id 

. J^nfAqfjiffocijitioii, III. 2^7-8-^70. 

Nowei.lV pr. reinarl^s on a (brmpn p^e^ched by him 
before the univerfity of Oxford, IL 178^ — Z}0. ' 



Owen,^ William, Ms trial in the court of King% 
Bench, for the publication of a libei, IL 140 — 

146. 

. • ■ 

PyiRiVpi^E Lost,, Mr, Hume*s obfeitations con- 
cerning that ppem, I. 415, 416. Dr. Johnfon's 
charafter of it. III. 389. 

parliaments^ their defign^ I. ^3. the meannefs, with 
;firhi(^ they fometimes fyffer th^emfelvcis to be dic- 
tated to, by minifters of ftate, difgr^ceful to them- 
felve^, and^treachpro^s to their coqftituents, L 
ao2* III. a3i 24. 

Parliament, .'tlie corruption of it, by the executive 

power, by the prince, or his agents, in the higheft 

degree crimina], and ifjvolves in it a diflbhition of 

the government, L 133/134, 135. fuch corruption 

" • ■"■; •'"•'•'.' of 
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( of it not to be juftified by ihy pretences of political 
expediency, 226» 
Parliament, nieiiibers df, antioitly paid particular ilt- 
tention to the inftrudions of their cotiftituenQ, L 

^7Sv 

Parliambntary Representation^ the ftate of 
it in England partial and inadequate, I. 24, 172, 
173. the evils r^fultiilg from this^ III. 271 aS^ 2^« 

30. 
Petition of Right, Mr. Hume's account of the efFefts 

produced by the royal aflent being given to the z8t 

fo called, I. 350, 351. 

Fiozzi, Mrs. remarks relative to that lady^s account 
of Dr. Johnfon, IIL 303, 364, 314, 318, 319, 

JPITT, William, £arl of Chathahl, Dr. jdhilfori's 
obfervatiorii cohfcefhirig him, 1. i6o. farther par- 
ticulars relativfe to him. III. 5t^, 41. 

Pitt, William, the younger, Chantellor bf the Ex- 
chequer, makes jii-bfeftions of jgteat aeal fot a Par- 
liamentary Reform, 111. ay. totally changes his 
lajigtiage on that lubjed, 28, 29. oppofes bills in 
favour of the liberty of the people, and promotes 
iurbitriry lawsj ^0,51. exerts his ihfluence in the 
extenfioh of the excife, 17, 52. farther obfervatiohs 
relative to his charaSer iand adinlhiftration, 46, 47, 
A9> S3> 54, 5i!> §6, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 67, 68, 
227, 22J. 

i*6litical fermohsjj oblervationis cdncerhiilg them, IIL 
171, 172, 173. 

Political communities, men have a right to Separate 
themfelves froni thofe ih ^hich they arc opprefled, 

or 
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or in which they believe themfelves' to be uiihappfy 
I. 60, 61. 
Pope, Alexander; remarks on Johnfon's Life 'of 
' him, III. 395—398- 

Pratt, Charles, Earl Camden, a defender of the 
rights of Juries, II. 127, 128. farther obfervatioAs 
concerning him, j68. 
Precedents, legal, Dean Swift's obfervations concern- 
ing tjiem, II. io4« 
Price, Dr. vindicated agamft the mifreprieirentatiorifi 
of Dr. Shebbeare, I. ai8, 2I9, 220. his motion 
for a congratulatory addrefs to the l^ational Aflem*- 
bly of France, III. 79, 80. 
pRiJESTLEY, Dr. vindicated againft the mifreprefen- 
tations of Dean Tucker, I. 14, 15, 16. extrade 
from his Eflay on the firfl Princijples of Govern-' 
ment, 14, 58, 68, 69. 
Prior, Matthew, his merits as a writer under- 
rated by Johnfon, III. 393. 
Property, not fecured by an implicit fubmiflSon to the 
meafures of- government, and an indifcriminatc 
fupportof minifters, I. 113, 114. HI. 109, xgj. 
Profecutions for public Libels, a readinefs to engage 
in them one of the ftrongeft prefumptjons of evil 
defigns in any miniftry, II. 174. 
Proteftant Diffenters, grofly mifreprefented by Dr. 
Johnfon, I. 186, 187. by Dr. Shebbeafe, I. 213, 
and by Dr. Nowell, II. 200, 201. vindicated, I. 
231. II. 202. 
Pfalmanazar, George, Johnfon's opinion of him, 
III. 4x4, 415. 
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Qualification L^ws, remarks relative to their tendency^ 
L 102 — 107. ' . 

Quebec Aft, vindicated by Dr. Johqfon, I. i78..obK 
fcrvations relative to that aft, 179—192. 

R, 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, his charafler injurioully treated 

by Mr. Hume, I. 340, 341, 342, 343- 
Rambler, by Johnfon, obfervations relative to that 

colleftion of periodical effays. III. 331, 332, 333. 
RASSEtAS, History of, by Johnfon, remarks oa 

that work. III. 342, 343- 
Rcafon, the free exercife of it ought to be admitted 

in the inveftigation of religious truth, II. 330— 

337- . 

Reeves, John, Chairman of the Crown and Anchor 

Aflbciation, III. 276. ofEces under the crown held 
by him, 277. the houfe of commons pafs a vote 
againft him, as the author or publifher of a libel^ 
279. extrads from that publication, with remarks 
on it, 28o> 281, 282, 283. 

Reformation, the, Mr. Hume's account of it 
extremely partial, and injurious to thofe by whom 
it was chiefly promoted, I. 316—336. 

Regency, remarksori the debates in parliament con- 
cerning itj in the reign of George the Third, III. 

I5r 16 

Republicans, fonieiof the natural methods of increafing 
their number, I. 109, iio» . 

Revenue 
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Revenue laws, in framing them thp convenience and 
accommodation of the fubje£t too much negle£led| 

HI* tOf 2u 

Rbvolution in England, in t688, obiervaiion^ 
cohcferning it,,l. 95^ 96. HI. 1+7, 151, 152, 153- 

Revolution i^ France, remarks relative to that 
event, I. 71. III. 8, 9, 11, 12, 79, 84, 86, 91, 

Revolution Society, obfcrvations relative 'to its pro- 
ceedings, lit. 77—84^ 

Richard II. the account given by Mr. Hume of the 
reign of this prince extremely partial, 1. 283— 
294- 

Richmond, duke of, his fentiments concerning Parli- 
amentary Reprefentatidh, lit. 204. 

RussEL, Lord William, vindicated from tlie 
charges brought againft him by Sir John t)alrymple, 
II. 217—239. 

S. 

Saxons, obfervations concerning their mode of go- 
, vtmment, by Tyrrell and JNTathaniel Bacon, I. 252* 
Shaftefbury, firft Earl of, his charadei: injurioufly 
treated by Mr. Hume, I. 399. ob£brvations con* 
ceriiinghhn, 400. 
l^bbearb^ Dr. bis language refpe&iag the .popular 
party, the Aqiericans, and the Diilenters, I. 2i2j 
213. his chara£ker bf fiifliop Shipley^ Bifhop 
, Burhet, knd Algemdh Sydney, 2t4, 2(15. 
Sheridan, Richard Brinsley, fupports Mr« 
Plat's Libel Bill, II. 167. e member of the Society 
for Conftitutional Infbrmatioa, III. 77* 

Sixteenth 
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SiX^A Earliamem of Gr&ix ^rita^\, remarks tcli;' 

tive to their tranfa&ions, IIL 13, 15. 
Skinner^ Cyriac, ode addrefled to him by Milton^ oh 

his bjindnefsy I. 41 S. 
Smith, Six Thomas^ bis account of the; f^wer ^nd 

buimers of EngUfli parliaments^ I. ji^p, 311. 
Smithy Adam, his character of Davjid Humcj II I« 

4i«, 417* 
Society for Conflitutional Infotmatiojn, :n9,^ure and 

defign of that Society, III. 75^ 76. viadiciite^ 
. . from the mifreprelbntations of Mr. fiurke^ ibid* 
Star dumber^ Court of^ much of the law. ^^oncerning 

Libels, laididoWft by modem Uw^ts^ origiqs^iy 

derived, from th^t court, II. 90, 91, 
Stockdale, John, profecuted for the publication of a 

libely 146. acquittlfid, 147. remarks on thaj^ profe* 

cution, 148, 1494 
Stratford^ Earl of, Mr. Hume's partial aiCCoy&l; of his 

ckarafter, conduA, and trial, I. 355r— 372. bis 

letters to king Charles t. 374—^381. : 
SwiPt, Dean, his talents and writings u&di^r«rateii 

by Dr. Johnfon, IIL 392. his obfervalioii a^ncern-^ 

ing lq;al precedents, iL 104. 
Itdne^ Aloirkom, his defcription of the ftate t{ 

Italy under the prefent defpotic mcxbs pf govern- 

ment| I. 52, 53, 54. vindicated from the charges 

brought agaiqft him by (ir John Dalrymple, II# 

217—254- 

TaMB, in virhat fenfe they are to be confidprdd as 
, Free Gifts, L 35, 36. 
Vofc. IIL Ff 



INDEX. 
Tenants in villenage, remarks on their fituation^ I. 

74—77- • 

Thurlow, Edward, attorney-general, claims the prii- 
vilege of fpeaking firft and fpeaking laft, in the 
cafe of the King againft Home, II. 112. when 
raifed to the peerage and chancellor, oppofes Mr, 
Fox*8 Libel Bill, 167. figns a proteft againft it,-.i69« 

Treaties with Pruflia, always injurious to , Great 
Britain, III. 33, 34, 35, 36. 

TitiAL BY Jury, its importance,. IL 7, i6r* 
Blackftone's obfervations on that fubjed,^ ij6i, i6a« 

Trials for Libels, the frequent and fhamefiil partiality 
of the Judges in fuch caiffes^. when- between the 
crown and the fubjeft, II. 12, 63, 64,' 65, 70, 

^ 103,, '172. ' . ' ' ..•:.,'" 

Trinity^ do£trine of, rema|:ks .relative to it,] I)^ 416^ 

417. ^ 

Tucker, Josiah, Dean of Glocefter, hi3 mifrc-- 
presentations of the political principles of. Mr. 
Locke, I. 10, II. his Qbje£tions to Mr. Locke's 
principles examined.and refuted, 12 — I4p.' rernark^ 
on his True Bafis of Civil. Govei;nment, ; 89, ;io2. 
Tyranny, the right of the people to refift it, in what- 
ever hands the government may be placed j, I. ia4r 
128, 131, 137; 

\ ' " U. 

Vaughan, Lord Chief Juftice, his ftatemeht of the 
fallibility of Judges, and of their occafional * cor- 
ruption and di(honefty, II. 65, 66, 67. 

Villiers, George,' Duke of Buckingham, his piime- 
rous titles and offices, I. 348, 349. 
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JJBitr, Archbifliop, his teftimony againft the Earl of 
Strafford^ at the trial of that noblemanj |. 366. 



War, avoiding it fliould be one of the prime objefls 

of a wife acjmipiftr^tiop. III. 33^ 43?: 236. 
War and Peace, the danger of invefting kings or 

minifters of ftate with the exclufive power of 

making them, III. 43, 44^ 45, '46. 
Warton, Dr. Joseph, his obftrvatibn concerning 

Milton's Lycidas, III. 401, 402.. 
Warton, Thomas, remarks relative tok bis edition 

of Milton's fmaller Poems, III. 376, 377. 
Watts, Dr. remarks relative to him. III. 403, 

404I- ' • ^ 

WjENTwoRTH, Peter, his charafler, II. 256. 
Whitaker, Mr. his account of the old Britifh ino* 

narchies, I. 247, 248, 249. 
Wilkes, John, Dr. Johnfon's ftaten^ents concern- 
. ing l^iii, IJ157; i6i* arth^r;particularsrrelat|yb 

to him, II. 158, 226. 
Williams, Sir William, his ^atement refpedling the 

law of libels, and the mode J)y which he acquired 

his knowledge of that fpecies of law, II. 75, 76. 

•.. . ^ ^. . Y. 

YouNG^ Drl'' remarks klative^^to him/ IH.' 404, 

- 405- 

Z. 

Zengcr, Jbhn Peter, acfcoimt of the profccution 
againft him, II. 123,' 124. 
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